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all  the  Chronic  Difeafes  that  become  the 
fubjeCts  of  medical  practice,  none  are  more 
frequent  in  their  occurrence,  nor  more  baneful  in 
their  effects,  than  the  two  maladies  of  Scrophula 

I 

and  Cancer  ; and  none  have  hitherto  employed 
the  refearches  of  phyficians  with  lefs  fuccefs. 
Both  continue  Hill  among  the  reproaches  of  the 
profeffion,  and  furnifh  an  ample  field  for  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  the  empyric,  as  well  as  the  fpecula- 
tions  of  the  regular  practitioner ; perhaps  the  ran- 
dom experiments  of  the  former,  cannot  here  be 
called  in  queftion  by  the  latter,  while  he  is  unable 
himfelf  to  explain  their  effeCts,  or  propofe  a more 
fuccefsful  method  of  cure. 

Scrophula,  the  jirjl  of  thefe,  is,  perhaps,  more 
frequent  in  Britain  than  any  other  difeafe  ; and 
it  may  be  faid  to  be  daily  extending  its  effeCts. 
There  are,  indeed,  few  families  in  which  if  does 
not  make  its  appearance  in  one  form  or  another  ; 
but,  being  apt  to  give  offence,  it  is  too  often,  by 
the  complacence  of  practitioners,  difguifed  under 
lefs  alarming  denominations.  The  early  pe- 
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riod  of  life,  the  bloom  of  infancy,  is  particularly 
expofed  to  the  cruelty  of  its  ravages ; and  it  faps, 
as  it  were,  the  foundations  of  the  conftitution, 
before  it  arrive  at  vigour  to  refill  its  attacks. 
Too  frequently  it  carries  its  career  Hill  farther,  even 
to  the  prime  of  manhood,  and  cuts  off  by  theinfi- 
dious  and  flow,  but  always  mortal,  decay  of  Pulmo- 
nary Confumption.  Or,  in  place  of  this,  if  it  leaves 
its  wretched  vidim  in  the  poffeflion  of  exiftence,  k 
preys  upon  fome  of  the  larger  joints,  and  fliews 
him,  for  life,  a maimed  objed  to  the  view  of  fo- 
ciety. 

Cancer,  the  fecond,  is,  of  all  the  maladies 
to  which  human  nature  is  fubjeded,  the  moll 
formidable  in  its  appearance,  and  which  triumphs 
alike  over  the  efforts  of  the  conftitution,  and  the 
powers  of  medicine.  With  a flow,  but  rooted 
grafp,  it  undermines  the  exiftence  at  a more 
advanced  period  of  age,  and  under  the  torments 
of  the  molt  exquifite  and  lingering  pain,  as  well 
as  a ftate  of  the  mod;  loathfome  putrefadion,  it 
configns  its  miferable  vidims  to  a late  but  long 
wifhed-for  grave,  after  rendering  them,  by  its  ra- 
vages, even  ftill  more  than  the  former  malady, 
hideous  fpedacles  of  deformity. 

The  objed,  then,  of  this  Treatife,  is  to  offer  a 
full  view  of  thefe  two  difeafes,  fo  important  in 
their  treatment,  and  often  dreadful  in  their  con- 
fequences ; and  to  examine,  at  fome  length,  what 
has  hitherto  been  done  by  phyficians ; to  eluci- 
date their  nature,  and  connterad  the  morbid  ef- 
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feds  they  produce.  For  this  purpofe,  We  fhall 
give  a full,  and  as  far  as  we  can,  accurate  hiftory 
of  their  appearance,  including  the  various  forms 
they  difplay  in  inducing  their  fpecific  adion. 
We  fhall  next  conlider  the  peculiar  circumftan- 
ces  which  charaderife  their  operation,  diltind 
from  other  maladies  of  a fimilar  nature ; and  Iaft 
of  all,  we  fhall  review  whatever  has  been  done  in 
refped  to  their  treatment,  by  the  pradice  of 
the  moll  eminent  phyficians;  candidly  examining 
the  powers  of  each  remedy  employed ; the  prin- 
ciples of  its  adion  ; and  the  merit  to  which  it  is 
fpecially  entitled  : And  having  thus,  in  fome  de- 
gree, exhaufted  the  fubjed,  we  fhall  conclude 
with  offering  our  own  opinion. 
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DIVISION  L 

Of  Scrophula. 


INTRODUCTION. 

BY  Scrophula  we  underftand  a peculiar  morbid 
Jlate  of  the  fyftem  in  general:  difplayed  firfl: 
by  an  indolent  fwelling,  and  afterwards  ulcera- 
tion of  particular  external  parts,  mod  confpicu- 
ous  in  thofe  who  have  fine  Ikins  and  florid  com- 
plexions, with  a remarkable  fwelling  or  thick- 
nefs  in  the  upper  lip. 

Such  is  the  ufual  definition  of  this  difeafe ; but 
from  a definition  little  knowledge  can  be  obtained. 
We  (hall,  therefore,  confider  its  ordinary  progrefs, 
and  the  moil  common  forms  of  its  appearance. 
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PART  I. 

Sect.  r.  General  Hi/lory  of  the  DifeaJe. 

C|CROPHULA  feldom  fhews  itfelf  for  fome 
time  after  birth ; it  is  chiefly  confpicuous 
in  the  period  from  the  third  or  fourth  year  to  the 
age  of  puberty.  The  manner  in  which  it  begins 

is  this : 

The  child  is  fubjedl  to  colds,  or  affections  of 
the  mucus  membrane,  which  thickens  and  in- 
flames. Thus  the  lips  will  be  often  fwelled, 
and  chopt  with  difagreeable  deformity,  efpeci- 
ally  the  upper  one,  which  is  confidered  as  fo 
charadteriftic  of  the  difeafe,  that  wherever  it  ap- 
pears, even  without  any  other  attendant  fymp- 
tom,  it  is  fuilicient  evidence  of  its  prefence. 
Sometimes  thefe  fymptoms  are  accompanied  with 
eruptions  round  the  mouth,  on  the  back  of  the 
head,  and  different  parts  of  the  body.  To  thefe 
appearances  fucceeds,  fooner  or  latter,  an  enlarge- 
ment of  fome  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  moll  com- 
monly of  thofe  about  the  neck,  behind  the  ears, 
or  under  the  jaws.  Thefe  fwellings  appear  at 
firft  like  fmall  knots,  fmooth  and  moveable,  with 
fome  elafticity,  and  they  gradually  increafe  in 
number  and  fize,  till  they  form  one  large,  hard, 
fixed  tumor.  They  are  attended  with  little  pain, 
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fhew  no  difcolouration  for  long,  fometimes  a year 
or  two,  or  even  longer ; alternate  in  their  fize  with 
the  different  periods  of  the  feafon,  fubliding  in  a 
great  degree  in  the  courfe  of  fummer  and  autumn, 
and  returning  to  their  former  magnitude  in  win- 
ter and  fpring.  On  breaking,  at  laft,  they  dis- 
charge a thin  watery  fluid,  mixed  with  a whitiih 
matter,  and  often  ftreaked  with  blood.  By  degrees 
the  tumor  fubfldes,  the  lips  of  the  fore  open  or 
recede  to  a greater  diftance,  and  fpread  broader, 
but  at  the  fame  time  unequally.  No  difpofi- 
tion  to  heal  appears,  the  edges  become  fmooth, 
both  externally  and  internally ; and  while  one 
part  of  the  fore,  at  laft,  flowly  heals  up  in 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  another  contiguous, 
and  apparently  found,  takes  on  the  difeafed 
adtion,  and  there  the  fame  appearances  are  re- 
newed. Frequently,  alfo,  the  part  healed  up, 
again  breaks  out  and  continues  its  ulceration. 

Like  thofe  of  the  external  glands,  already  de- 
fcribed,  ftmilar  fwellings  of  the  lymphatics,  about 
the  larger  and  fmaller  joints,  alfo  arife,  and  are 
attended  with  the  fame  morbid  effedls,  in  a pro- 
greflive  fwelling,  inflammation,  and  ulceration. 
But  inftead  of  the  moveable  fwelling  hitherto 
defcribed,  the  fwelling  here  affumes  a different 
form,  and  confifts  of  a tumor  almoft  uniformly 
furrounding  the  joint,  and  gradually  interrupting 
its  motion ; while  internally  its  inflammation  ex- 
tends into  the  ftrudture  of  the  joint,  thus  being 
B 2 lefs 
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lefs  circumfcribed  than  where  it  attacks  the  lym- 
phatics in  other  lituations. 

But  the  extent  of  the  difeafe  is  not  limited  to 
thefe  external  parts.  The  internal  glands  are 
fufceptible  of  the  fame  morbid  difpofition.  Thofe 
of  the  mefentery  aflume  it  at  an  early  period,  molt 
commonly  from  a twelvemonth  to  6 or  7 years. 
Thofe  of  the  lungs  and  other  organs,  are  later  in 
becoming  affected  ; this  depends  much  on  the 
particular  time  of  life  when  changes  in  the 
balance  of  the  circulation  occur,  and  the  fluids 
are  unequally  thrown  on  certain  vital  parts. 

Such  is  the  general  appearance  of  this  malady ; 
and  we  fhall  examine  it  at  ftill  greater  length,  by 
next  confidering  minutely  each  of  thefe  lituations 
fpecified  above.  From  the  defcription  given,  the 
difeafe  will  appear  properly  divided  into  two  fpe  - 
cies,  of  external  and  internal : We  begin  with  its 
firft  or  fimpleft  fpecies,  the  affetftions  of  the  ex- 
ternal glands. 

I.  EXTERNAL  SPECIES. 

Sect.  2.  Of  the  External  Glandular  Swellings. 

■TAT HEN  the  glands  of  the  neck,  head,  and 
* jaws,  are  affected,  the  appearance  they 
exhibit  in  their  progrefs,  is  that  of  a circumfcrib- 
ed fwelling  ; at  firft  loofe  and  moveable  without 
pain,  and  for  a long  time  without  difcolouration. 
lit  procefs  of  time,  however,  evident  fymptoms 
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ef  inflammation  enfue.  The  tumor  increafes 
in  fize,  acquires  a degree  of  rednefs  in  the  middle, 
and  becomes  fomewhat  painful,  though  never  in 
a degree  proportioned  to  its  flze,  or  the  appear- 
ances of  inflammation.  As  the  rednefs  increafes, 
the  formation  of  matter  takes  place,  and  a fluctu- 
ation, at  laft,  can  be  felt,  but  chiefly  confined  to 
its  middle,  with  a circumfcribed  hardnefs  (till  con- 
tinuing round  its  fides ; and  it  never  aflumes  at 
top  that  pointed  appearance,  or  form,  which  real 
phlegmon  exhibits  as  matter  forms.  If  no  artificial 
opening  is  made,  it  continues  often  a long  time 
in  a fort  of  ftationary  ftate,  and  will  fometimes 
even  decreafe  in  fize,  and  the  Ikin  turn  fomewhat 
fhrivelled  and  flaccid,  as  if  there  had  been  a re-ab- 
forption  before  it  break.  When  it  breaks,  it  is 
generally  by  a very  fmall  opening,  fcarcely  lar- 
ger than  the  fize  of  a pin  hole.  At  times,  two  or 
three  of  thefe  fmall  openings  take  place  in  the 
fame  tumor,  and  no  tendency  to  a full  evacua- 
tion appears.  The  matter  difeharged  from  this 
opening  is  firft  a thin  ferous  liquid,  then  a mix- 
ture of  this  liquid  -with  a whitifli  matter,  re- 
fembling  on  preflure,  curdled  milk,  or  part 
of  a nut  kernel,  but  not  fo  hard,  and  fometimes 
the  difcharge  is  tinged  with  blood.  In  this  ftate 
of  ulceration  the  difeafe  continues  for  years,  the 
lips  of  the  fore  receding,  though  never  to  a very- 
great  aiftance,  and  a circumfcribed  hardnefs  be- 
ing confpicuous  all  around  the  bafe  of  the  affect- 
ed part.  The  difcharge  continues  much  the 

fame, 
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fame,  only  a little  more  purulent  at  times ; and 
if  one  opening  chance  to  heal  up,  which  it  fome- 
times  does,  by  forming  foft  whitilh  infenfible  gra- 
nulations, another  part  affumes  the  difeafed  ac- 
tion. In  all  cafes  of  healing,  an  ugly  pale  efcar 
and  corrugation  remains,  marking  the  attack  of 
the  dileafe. 

— On  examining  Scrophulous  glands  by  difiedlion, 
they  feel  fomewhat  fofter  to  the  touch  than  in 
their  healthy  ftrudture.  When  cut  into,  they 
alfo  at  times  exhibit  very  much  the  natural  ap- 
pearance; but  much  oftener  they  contain  a white 
foft  cheely  matter,  mixed  with  a thick  pus,  the 
true  charadleriftic  of  Scrophulaj3 

This  account  may  ferve  as  a general  example 
of  the  appearance  and  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  in 
all  the  external  lymphatic  glands  it  chances  to 
affedt,  where  it  always  begins  in  the  form  of  foft 
colourlefs,  painlefs  tumors.  The  glands  particu- 
larly liable  to  receive  its  attack,  are  thofe  of  the 
neck,  of  the  jaws,  and  behind  the  ears ; more  rare- 
ly thofe  of  the  under  part  of  the  back,  upper 
part  of  the  thigh,  back  of  the  hand,  or  fore-arm, 
below  the  elbow,  and  arm  pit,  and  the  fame  alfo 
in  the  lower  extremities.  Indeed  wherever  an 
external  glandular  ftrudture  prevails,  fuch  may  be 
occalionally  its  feat.  The  glands  alfo  being  more 
numerous  in  children  than  m age,  may  be  one 
reafon,  perhaps,  for  the  attacks  in  them  being 
more  extenftve. 
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When  confined  to  the  external  parts,  the  dif- 
eafe  commonly  departs  of  itfelf  in  the  courfe  of 
four  or  five  years,  leaving  the  parts  it  affedled 
confiderably  flirivelled  and  puckered  in  from  the 
marks  of  the  efcars. 


Sect.  3.  Of  Sore  Eyes , (Ophthalmia  Scrophulofa.') 

npHE  eyes  in  Scrophulous  conflitutions,  and 
more  particularly  their  appendages  when 
expofed  to  the  very  flighted:  caufes  of  irritation, 
are  apt  to  have  inflammation  induced  in  them  ; 
and  no  form  of  the  difeafe  is  fo  frequent,  fo  tedi- 
ous to  remove,  or  more  painful  in  its  attack. 
There  is  none  alfo  in  which  a relapfe  is  more 
liable  to  occur. 

When  affedting  the  eye-lids,  which  it  moll 
commonly  does ; it  commences  with  inflammation 
and  dwelling  of  the  febaceous  glands,  which  ter- 
minates in  ulceration,  and  this  ulceration  is  gene- 
rally of  the  molt  obftinate  and  troublefome  na- 
ture. An  acrid  difcharge  conltantly  takes  place 
from  it,  which,  irritating  the  eye  itfelf,  renders 
it  weak,  and  unable  to  bear  much  impreflion, 
either  from  light  or  heat.  Frequently  it  is  of  a 
more  vifcid  nature,  and  glues  the  lids  together 
in  the  night  time,  leaving  a gorey  appearance  on 
the  lids  through  the  day.  This  form  of  the  dif- 
eafe is  not  often  acute,  it  is  more  of  a chronic 
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fpecies,  and  gives  a difagreeable  appearance  to 
the  fight.  The  eye-lids  continue  always  more 
or  lefs  inflamed,  thickened,  and  raw,  and  the  ul- 
cerations are  very  feldom  healed  up ; or  if  they 
are,  break  out  anew  on  any  fudden  caufe  of  irri- 
tation.* 

When  affedling  the  eye  itfelf,  which  often 
arifes  from  the  previous  inflammation  of  the 
lids  communicating  to  the  eye,  the  fymptoms 
are  the  fame  with  thofe  that  mark  Ophthal- 
mia on  other  occafions,  viz.  preternatural  red- 
nefs,  turgefcence  of  vefiels,  pain  and  heat  over  its 
whole  furface,  with  a conftant  effufion  of  acrid 
tears,  and  a fenfe  of  fomething  like  a mot  per- 
vading the  eye.  To  thefe  conftant  fymptoms 
may  be  added  feveral  occafional  ones,  depending 
on  the  extent  of  the  inflammation.  Thus,  when 
there  are  ftrong  fymptoms  of  fever,  and  deep 
fhooting  pains  through  the  head,  we  are  led  to 
infer  that  the  ball  of  the  eye,  in  general,  is  af- 
fedled;  and  when  thefe  pains  are  increafed,  either 
by  the  imprefiion  of  light,  or  the  Ample  motion 
of  the  part  itfelf,  this  general  affedlion  prevails 
in  a high  degree.  From  the  very  lax  ftate  of 
the  Scrophulous  conftitution,  this  difeafe  often 
fpreads  with  uncommon  rapidity  and  violence, 
and  no  inftances  of  Ophthalmia  are  fo  much  to 
be  dreaded  as  thofe  that  attack  fuch  habits. 
The  moft  rigorous  and  early  ufe  of  the  raoft 
powerful  antiphlogiftic  means,  are  at  times  in- 
fufficient  to  flop  its  progrefs  j the  inflammation 
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paffing  on  to  one  of  its  fecondary  terminations 
viz.  of  a general  fuppuration,  or  adhefion  of  its 
membranes,  the  light  and  Ihu&ure  of  the  eye 
become  entireiy  loft.  The  former  of  thefe  ter- 
minations we  judge  to  have  taken  place,  by  no  re- 
miflion  of  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  in  a rea- 
fonable  time,  by  the  pain  becoming  more  extend- 
ed, and  the  fever  more  fevere,  and  by  forne  marks 
of  protrufion  of  the  eye  itfelf.  In  cafes  where  the 
inflammation  remits,  without  proceeding  to  any  of 
the  terminations  mentioned, afpeck,orfilm,  is  often 
left  on  the  cornea,  which  we  confider  as  peculiar- 
ly marking  a previous  Scrophulous  inflammation ; 
and  according  to  the  particular  fituati  >n  of  this 
fpeck,  and  its  degree  of  conliftence,  is  the  vilion 
apt  to  be  interrupted  by  it. 

On  leaving  one  eye,  the  inflammation  is  liable, 
in  fuch  cafes,  to  attack  the  other ; and  wherever 
one  attack  has  taken  place  to  a degree  of  vio- 
lence, the  patient  is  expofed  to  its  recurrence 
from  the  flighted:  caufes. 


Sect.  4.  White  Swellings,  ( Hydarthrus .) 

■^TEXT  to  the  glands  of  the  neck,  one  of  the 
”*■  molt  frequent  feats  of  Scrophula  is  the  lar- 
ger joints  of  the  knees  and  arms,  producing  in 
i$iem  an  affedlion,  known  by  the  name  of  White 
C Swelling, 
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Swelling ; of  all  the  forms  of  the  difeafe,  next  to 
Ophthalmia,  the  moil  painful,  and  in  its  confe- 
quences  the  mod  to  be  dreaded.  The  hiflory, 
therefore,  of  its  progrefs  fhould  claim  the  parti- 
cular ftudy  of  every  practitioner,  and  we  fhall 
begin  the  defcription  of  it  as  attacking  the  joint 
of  the  knee. 


The  Knee. 

This  difeafe  begins,  to  appearance,  by  an  af- 
fection of  the  lymphatic  glands  furrounding  the 
joint;  but  the  fwelling  at  fird,  and  for  fome  time, 
is  hardly  perceptible  to  the  feel.  There  is,  Am- 
ply, an  uncommon  degree  of  heat,  with  little  or  no 
fenfation  of  pain  in  the  part,  and  merely  a ftiff- 
nefs  in  the  joint,  felt  only  when  bent  or  fully  ex- 
tended. Soon,  however,  one  or  more  fmall  tu- 
mors about  the  joint,  wdien  carefully  examined, 
fnay  be  perceived,  and  a confiderable  fenfe  of 
tenfion  comes  to  prevail.  The  pain,  at  fil'd 
flight,  increafes  confiderably,  and  is  dififufed, 
as  it  were,  over  the  whole  joint.  In  the  progrefs 
of  the  affeftion,  the  joint  acquires  an  enormous 
fize.  The  fubcutaneous  vefiels  enlarge,  the  fkin 
appears  clear  and  fhining,  and  in  particular  parts 
it  podefies  a certain  eladic  feel  difficult  to  defcribe, 
as  containing  a very  vifcid  fluid  within.  In  this 
date  the  limb  gradually  wades,  the  fupply  of 
fluids  is  cut  off,  as  it  were,  from  the  parts  below, 
and  the  joint,  from  its  increafe  of  fize,  is  rendered 
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entirely  immoveable.  From  the  ftretching  of 
the  Ikin  alfo,  it  becomes  acutely  painful  on  the 
flighted  touch,  and  fenflble  to  the  lead  impreflion 
of  cold  or  heat,  particularly  the  latter,  which  oc- 
cafions  intolerable  pain  in  bed.  In  pracefs  of 
time,  though  it  is  always  tedious,  abfcefles  form 
in  different  parts  of  the  fwelling,  and  a matter  is 
poured  out,  various  in  its  appearance;  being  fome- 
times  a vifcid  glairy  fluid,  at  other  times  more 
purulent,  and  fometimes  entirely  famous  and 
foetid.  This  difcharge  has  little  influence  on 
the  fize  of  the  fwelling,  which  continues  much 
the  fame,  or  rather  to  increafe  ; and  fimilar  to 
other Scrophulous  fores,  the  firfl abfcefles  frequent- 
ly heal  up,  leaving  an  ugly  fear  on  the  part,  while 
others  break  out  and  purfue  th*  fame  progrefs. 
If  the  difeafe  is  allowed  to  proceed  from  the.  foft 
parts  of  the  joints,  which  it  has  only  as  yet  af- 
fected, it  next  extends  itfelf,  to  the  bone. 
Thus  the  cartilages,  take  on  fymptoms  of  in- 
flammation, and  are  diflblved : the  bone  itfelf 
is  not  exempted  from  undergoing  the  fame 
change;  and  the  dructure  of  the  joint,  on  dif- 
feCtion,  is  found  melted  down,  more  or  lefs,  into 
one  heterogeneous  mafs,  confiding  of  a white 
glairy  fluid,  mixed  with  matter,  fimilar,'  in  ap^ 
pearance,  to  other  Scrophulous  matter,  with 
, pieces  of  carious  bone  of  different  fizes. 

But,  before  this  lad  dage,  if  amputation  does 
not  take  place,  the  patient  is  generally  cut  off 
by  the  acute  hectic  which  prevails ; for  the  hec- 

C 2 tic 


20 


OF  SCROPHULA. 


tic  is  more  acute  in  this  than  in  almoft  any 
other  form  of  Scrophula.  Sleep  is  for  the  moft 
part  entirely  denied  the  wretched  patient,  from 
excefs  of  pain  : The  appetite,  which  is  pretty 
good  in  other  cafes  of  hedtic,  here  entirely  fails : 
The  night  fweats  are  profufe  and  conflant,  and 
alternate,  with  the  loofenefs  (or  diarrhea),  and 
from  the  firffc  opening  of  the  abfcelfes  they  threa- 
ten the  life  of  the  patient. 

If  the  difeafe  in  this  advanced  ftate  is  got 
the  better  of,  it  ends  in  a ftiff  joint ; but  fuch  a 
favourable  termination  feldom  takes  place  in  this 
ftage  of  its  progrefs.  Amputation  is  for  the  moft 
part  neceffary;  but  it  is  not  always  a certain  re- 
lief, even  when  performed. 

Much  attention  has  been  paid  to  diffedtions  in 
this  form  of  the  difeafe;  and  from  them  it  appears, 
that  though  every  part  of  the  joint  fuffers  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  as  obferved  in  its  hiftory,  yet  that 
the  ligaments  and  cellular  membrane  are  the 
parts  which  fuffer  the  principal  morbid  change  in 
the  early  ftages.  The  ligaments  are  found  thicken- 
ed, and  their  interftices  filled  with  a glairy  mu- 
cus, which  becomes  effufed  alfo  into  the  cellular 
membrane.  Colledlions  of  matter  run  in  various 
dirrdlions;  and  thefe,  at  laft,  all  uniting,  produce 
caries  of  the  different  parts,  which  communicates 
firft  to  the  cartilages,  and  then  to  the  bones  them- 
felves ; and  when  the  latter  turns  carious,  fmall 
pieces  of  bone  come  occafionally  to  be  mixed 
with  the  duellings,  leemingly  worm-eaten ; and 

little 
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little  particles  like  coarfe  fand  appear  in  the  dif- 
charge.  This  hiftory  of  White  Swelling,  we 
confider  to  be  that  of  the  real  Scrophulous  kind, 
It  is  defcribed  by  Mr  Bell*,  and  fome  other  authors, 
under  the  title  of  rheumatic  ; but  for  this  we  can 
fee  no  good  reafon.  It  agrees  completely  with 
the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe  in  other  parts ; and  we 
find  no  inftance  of  rheumatifm,  though  a fre- 
quent affedion  of  joints,  terminating  in  this  way. 
Inftead  of  this  fpecies,  Mr  Bell  has  given  the  ap- 
pellation of  purely  Scrophulous  to  a ftill  more 
fatal  affedion,  fomewhat  fimilar  in  its  appear- 
ance indeed,  but  in  reality  a fpecies  of  Spina 
Ventofa.  This  difeafe  we  confider  as  perfedly 
unconneded  with  Scrophula  : It  is  a primary 
affedion  of  the  bones ; while  Scrophula  is  always 
a primary  affedion  of  the  foft  parts.  The  caries 
of  the  Spina  Ventofa  is  always  extremely  differ- 
ent from  the  caries  of  Scrophula.  The  former  is 
an  irregular  flefhy  growth,  ragged  and  fpungy ; 
the  latter  is  a real  gangrene  or  diffolution  of  the 
texture  of  the  bone,  no  way  fupplied  by  any 
growth  whatever.  If,  then,  this  be  a Scrophu- 
lous affedion,  it  differs  from  Scrophula  in  other 
fituations,  in  its  fymptoms,  in  its  appearance,  and 
in  its  progrefs;  but  the  other  fpecies  we  have  de- 
fcribed, correfponds  with  Scrophula,  in  a great 
degree,  in  all  its  leading  phenomena. 

j 

* Vide  Bell  on  Ulcers  and  White  Swelling,  page  448. 
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The  Elbow. 

The  appearance  this  difeafe  exhibits,  when  at- 
tacking the  other  larger  joints,  is  much  the  fame 
with  that  defcribed  in  the  knee.  In  the  elbow  its 
progrefs  is  flower,  from  being  lefs  fubject  to  mo- 
tion ; and  it  becomes,  therefore,  lefs  formidable. 
The  abfcefles  when  formed,  heal  up,  and  break  out 
repeatedly ; and  in  this  way  it  continues,  often 
turning  neither  better  nor  worfe  for  a number  of 
years.  In  fome  cafes  the  joint,  of  itfelf,  turns 

£iff. 

The  Smaller  Joints. 

In  the  fmaller  joints  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe 
is  ftill  more  tedious.  The  firft  perception  of  it 
is  an  increafe  of  flze  in  the  part ; for  there  is  no 
pain  to  mark  its  attack.  This  increafe  of  flze 
feels  hard,  and  infenfible,  and  gives  little  or  no 
imeaflnefs  on  preflure.  As  it  enlarges,  fymptoms 
of  inflammation  appear,  and  the  ufe  of  the  joint 
comes  to  be  loft.  With  thefe  fymptoms  of  in- 
flammation fome  pain  is  felt ; and  when,  after  a 
long  continuance  of  the  inflammation,  it  happens 
to  break,  at  laft,  neither  the  flze,  nor  hardnefs 
of  the.  fwelling  is  reduced  by  it,  ftmilar  to  what 
occurs  in  the  larger  joints.^  The  difcharge  is  of 
a thin  ferous  fluid,  and  the  termination  is  the 
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fame  as  in  the  larger  joints ; but  at  times  exfolia- 
tion of  the  bone  takes  place  here. 


II.  INTERNAL  SPECIES. 

"CROM  the  External,  we  come  now  to  examine 
A the  Internal  Species  of  Scrophula,  which  dif- 
fer little,  in  appearance,  from  that  occupying  the 
furface  ; as  the  fame  fwellings  of  the  glands,  and 
the  fame  ulcerations  in  confequence  appear,  on 
difledlion,  in  the  internal  parts.  It  is,  however, 
found  by  experience  to  be  more  dangerous  here, 
from  the  functions  of  the  parts  which  form  the 
feat  of  the  attacks,  being  more  important ; and 
from  the  fymptoms,  alfo,  that  mark  the  difeafe, 
being  frequently  more  obfcure. 

Water  of  the  Head,  (Hydrocephalus 
Internus.) 

The  firft  affeftion  of  this  divifion  we  fhall  enu- 
merate is,  Water  in  the  Head,  (Hydrocephalus 
Internus),  a difeafe  which,  from  the  uncertainty 
of  its  fymptoms  in  the  firft  ftage,  from  the  period 
of  life  that  marks  its  attack;  and  from  the  pecu- 
liar part  it  occupies,  is  in  general  fatal  in  its  ter- 
mination. 

The  mod  diftinguifhing  fymptoms  of  the  pre- 
fence of  this  malady,  enumerated  by  authors  are, 

pain 
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pain  of  the  head,  often  acrofs  the  brow,  with  a de- 
gree of  ftridure,  as  it  were,  betwixt  the  temples, 
naufea,  ficknefs,  and  other  diforder  of  the  animal 
fundions,  without  any  evident  caufe,  and  fudden 
in  their  attack  ; variable  date  of  pulfe,  conftant 
flow  fever;  and,  in  the  advanced  ftage  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  dilatation  of  the  pupil  of  the  eye,  with  a 
tendency  to  a comatofe  ftate. 

But,  in  order  to  underftand  the  difeafe  more 
fully,  it  will  be  proper  to  conflder  particularly  its 
different  ftages. 

The  jirjl  Jlage  is  marked  by  lofs  of  appetite, 
a degree  of  melancholy,  and  unealinefs,  without 
the  child  being  able  to  fix  on  any  particular 
fymptom.  Pain  in  the  head  is  next  felt ; efpeci- 
ally  above  the  eyes,  and  in  a diredion  betwixt 
the  temples.  This  tenfive  pain  gradually  ex- 
tends, and  is  at  laft  felt  more  ftrongly  in  the  arm 
and  leg  of  one  fide.  The  affedions  of  ftomach 
then  commence,  and  alternate  with  the  pain  and 
unealinefs  of  the  head  : the  febrile  fymptoms, 
though  pretty  conftant,  are  milder  in  the  morn- 
ing, but  fuffer  always  an  evening  exacerbation  : 
vomiting  occafionally  occurs  ; but  coftivenefs  is  a 
leading  charaderiftic  fymptom.  The  tongue  is 
little  affeded  till  towards  the  end,  when  it  af- 
fumes  a fcarlet  colour,  and  fometimes  becomes 
aphthous,  or  fpotted.  As  the  difeafe  advances, 
all  the  fymptoms  of  hedic  are  confpicuous ; and 
during  the  whole  of  the  malady,  the  child  fhews 
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a ftrong  propenfity  to  the  bed,  or  a defire  to 
avoid  being  touched  or  moved. 

In  the  fecond  Jlage  a remarkable  alteration  is 
perceived  in  the  pulfe,  which  becomes  flow  and 
heavy.  The  difeafe  is  alfo  ftrongly  marked  by 
the  ftate  of  the  eyes,  for  a dilatation  of  the  pupil 
is  obfervable,  and  fometimes  even  double  vifion 
prevails.  The  child  alfo  frequently  fcreams  out, 
without  being  able  to  aflxgn  a caufe ; and  his  fleep 
is  in  general  difturbed. 

In  the  third  Jlage  the  pulfe  returns  again  to 
the  febrile  ftate,  becoming  uncommonly  quick 
and  variable. 

From  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  it  is  clear,  that 
all  the  fymptoms  of  its  firft  ftage  may  be  miftaken 
for  a paroxyfm,  or  fit  of  fever.  It  is  only  the  fu- 
pervention  of  the  fecond  one  that  properly  cha- 
racterifes  it.  This  will  appear  more  ftrikingly, 
if  we  bring  into  one  point  of  view,  the  leading 
fymptoms  of  each  ftage  already  detailed. 

In  the  firjl  then,  the  pulfe  is  quick,  the  Ikin 
hot ; there  prevails  a reftlefihefs,  and  an  incapa- 
city to  bear  the  light ; the  patient  picks  his  nofe, 
and  the  belly  is  irregular. 

But,  in  the  fecond , the  pulfe  is  flow,  often  down 
at  40,  and  irregular.  There  generally  takes  place 
a confiderable  degree  of  fquinting,  and  the  patient 
frequently  pafles  a good  many  worms,  a circum- 
ftance  deceiving  to  a pradlitioner,  as  well  as  to  the 
attendants. 

In  the  lajl  Jlage  the  pulfe  often  becomes  re- 
markably quick,  to  the  length,  in  fome  particu- 
D lar 
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lar  inftances,  of  186,  and  even  210.  The  pupils 
are  dilated ; convulfions  and  paralytic  affections 
fupervene  ; blood,  at'  times,  guflies  from  the  ears ; 
and,  at  length,  on  the  occurrence  of  laborious 
breathing,  the  patient  dies. 

This  difeafe  may  be  faid  to  be  almoft  peculiar 
to  infancy.  Its  attacks  are  feldom  known  to  ex- 
tend beyond  the  fourteenth  year.  It  may  be 
faid  to  have  been  always  fatal ; for  the  cafes  of 
cures  related  by  authors,  are  very  much  doubted 
by  many  of  the  firfl  practitioners,  and  confidered 
rather  as  fo  many  miftaken  inftances  of  the  dif- 
eafe. 

In  difledtions  of  this  malady,  four  fpecies  of  ap- 
pearances have  been  difcovered  in  the  Brain  : 

1.  Simple  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  vefiels, 
which  appear,  as  it  were,  gorged  without  any  lo- 
cal lefion. 

2.  A fmall  quantity  of  fluid  effufed  into  its  ca- 
vity, generally  from  three  to  four  ounces ; and 
this  fluid  is  found  the  fame  as  occurs  in  dropfy 
elfewhere. 

3.  Collections  of  a vifcid  tenacious  matter  in 
eyfts  found  upon  its  external  furface. 

4.  Tumors  formed  upon  the  brain. 

As  this  difeafe  occurs  chiefly  in  children,  and  in 
families  who  ftiew  evident  marks  of  Scrophula,  it 
muft  be  confidered  as  an  aftedtion  of  this  clafs,  and 
as  ariiing  from  that  laxity  and  lofs  of  tone,  confpi- 
cuous  in  every  part,  which,  in  this  cafe,  particularly 
afiedts  the  vefiels  of  the  brain  ; while  the  effufion 
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poured  out,  is  to  be  regarded,  rather  as  a confe- 
quence  than  a caufe  of  the  difeafe. 

A ftronger  confirmation,  alfo,  of  the  Scrophu- 
lous  nature  of  this  affedion,  may  be  adduced  from 
this  fad,  that  feveral  remarkable  inftances  of  Pul- 
monary Confumption,  and  a fimilar  affedion  of  the 
head,  in  more  advanced  life,  have  been  known  to 
alternate  with  each  other;  thus  fhewingthemfelves 
to  be  various  modifications  of  the  fame  malady. 

Mesenteric  Consumption,  (Tabes  Mesen- 

TERICA.) 

This  form  of  Scrophula  is,  perhaps,  equally 
frequent  and  fatal,  if  not  more  fo  than  Pulmo- 
nary Confumption  ; and  while  the  latter  is  more 
common  in  its  attack,  after  the  age  of  puberty,  the 
former  always  precedes  this  period,  and  feems,  in- 
deed, to  be  the  primary  Scrophulous  affedion,  or 
moil  frequent  feat  of  the  difeafe  in  children,  under 
the  age  of  three.  As  Pulmonary  Confumption  is  of- 
ten overlooked  in  its  commencement ; fo  this  form 
of  the  difeafe  is  often  entirely  miftaken  during 
the  whole  period  of  its  continuance ; and  the  fatal 
cataftrophe  is  attributed  to  other  caufes  than 
thofe  which  have  adually  produced  it. 

From  the  obftrudion  to  nourifhment,  the 
fymptoms  that  mark  this  difeafe,  are  a gradual 
loofenefs,  and  flaccidity  of  flefli.  Thefe  fymp- 
toms are  attended  with  a palencfs  of  countenance, 
a general  languor  and  debility,  fo  that  the  child 
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fenfibly  falls  off,  cannot  walk,  if  formerly  able  to 
do  it;  and,  from  a fenfe  of  languor,  inclines  ftrong- 
ly  to  remain  in  one  podure.  To  thefe  general 
fymptoms  are  joined  variable  date  of  appetite, 
irregularity  of  belly,  and,  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe,  a fenfible  increafe  of  its  fize,  accompanied 
more  or  lefs  with  hardnefs  and  pain.  There  pre- 
vails alfo  a condant  hedtic,  denoted  by  exceffive 
third,  heat  of  palms,  fetid  breath,  &c.  It  is  this 
heclic  which  renders  the  difeafe  equivocal,  and 
occafions  its  being  midaken  for  teething,  or 
worms.  The  Diarrhea,  or  loofenefs,  that  attends 
it,  is  peculiarly  marked  by  frothy  fetid  dools, 
fometimes,  though  rarely,  mixed  with  matter ; 
and  by  this  fymptom,  or  dropfy,  the  difeafe  proves 
fatal  at  lad.  In  fome  rare  cafes,  none  of  thofe  lad 
fymptoms  have  occurred,,  and  the  child  has  been 
cut  off,  rather  by  a gradual  emaciation,  or  wading, 
without  any  drong  marked  fymptom  of  difeafe. 

This  difeafe,  unlefs  taken  at  its  commencement, 
is  almod  always  mortal ; but  if  not  fo,  it  lays,  at 
lead,  the  foundation  for  a weakly  conditution, 
and  had  health,  during  the  remainder  of  life. 

Didections  of  it  Ihew  an  enlargement  of  the 
Mefenteric  Glands ; and  their  appearances  are 
various,  according  to  the  violence  of  the  previous 
fymptoms  of  the  malady,  and  alfo  the  length  of 
time  ir  has  continued,  before  proving  fatal : Along 
with  their  enlargement,  they  are  generally  fofrer 
to  the  touch  than  in  the  natural  date.  When 
cut  into,  they  fometimes  Ihow  very  much,  though 
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in  no  cafe  entirely  the  natural  ftru&ure;  but 
more  frequently  they  are  changed,  in  part,  into  a 
white  foft  curdly  matter ; and  this  is  not  uncom- 
monly mixed  with  pus.  In  proportion  to  the  ge- 
neral enlargement  of  the  glands,  is  the  fwelling 
of  the  belly,  and  the  degree  of  emaciation.  - In 
fome  rare  cafes,  they  have  been  found  entirely 
obftructed,  and  thus  the  fupply  of  nourifhment  to 
the  body  is  entirely  cut  off'*. 

Consumption  of  the  Lungs,  (Pthisis  Pul- 
monalis.) 

Pulmonary  Consumption  is  a more  frequent 
fpecies  of  Internal  Scrophula,  than  any  other  in 
this  country,  except  the  laft : We  may  compute, 
that  in  thefe  Illands  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  confi- 
derably  above  10,000  fall  annually  f a facrifice 
to  this  malady,  from  the  age  of  feventeen,  to  that 
of  thirty-five  ; and  of  all  thefe  patients,  the  vic- 
tims of  confumption,  at  lead  ninety  out  of  each 

hundred, 

* It  appears  by  calculation,  that  one-half  of  the  children 
born,  die  before  the  end  of  two  years  old  ; of  this  half,  we  may 
fafely  fay,  that  at  lead  a third  is  cut  off  by  this  form  of  Scro- 
phula. 

f To  fhovv  the  annual  mortality,  from  confumption,  we 
have  here  fubjoined  a table  from  the  London  and  Edinburgh 
Bills  of  mortality,  the  two  capitals  of  the  lfland,  of  the 
pumbers  under  the  article  Confumption,  for  a feries  of  53 
years,  beginning  at  the  1740. 
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hundred,  are  pure  Scrophulous  affections.  This 
difeafe  is  the  more  to  be  dreaded,  from  the  inli- 
dious  manner  in  which  it  makes  its  attack.  No 
alarming  fymptom,  either  of  pain  or  fudden 
change,  accompanies  its  commencement : under 
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From  this  account,  it  w ill  appear,  that  there  has  been  a 
confiderable  increafe  of  the  mortality,  from  this  difeafe, 
•within  thefe  few  years.  The  mortality,  from  it,  in  London, 
may  be  rated  at  one-feventh  of  the  whole ; in  Edinburgh 
about  one-eighth. 
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the  form  of  a flight  cold,  it  fleals  on.  its  ravages, 
and  it  is  commonly  beyond  the  power  of  art  to  flop 
its  progrefs,  before  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  is  af- 
certained.  On  this  account  authors  have  been  at 
much  pains  to  mark  its  firfl:  approaches,  and  to 
caution  patients  from  negle&ing  a due  attention 
to  the  fymptoms  of  its  threatened  attack,  by  re- 
garding them  as  the  common  attendants  of  a tem- 
porary cold,  or  catarrh.  This  affedlion,  indeed, 
precedes  it ; but  though  properly  confined  to  the 
throat,  or  (bronchke),  in  other  conftitutions,  it, 
in  this,  is  more  extenfive,  and  carries  the  fame 
morbid  difpofition,  with  rapidity,  to  the  lungs. 

The  firfl  fymptom,  then,  of  the  Scrophulous 
Confumption,  is  a fliort  noify  cough,  with  flight 
occafional  hoarfenefs,  which  foon  becomes  habi- 
tual, and  little  attended  to.  Nothing  is  fpit  up, 
but  a trifling  frothy  mucus,  which  feems  to  pro- 
ceed no  farther  than  from  the  throat.  Along 
with  thefe  fymptoms,  the  breathing  is  felt  fome- 

In  Dr  Arbuthnot’s  time,  he  rated  it,  in  London,  only  a £ 
ene-tenth.  In  the  general  bills,  we  find  always  the  months 
of  April  and  May  the  mod  fatal,  which  is  entirely  owing  to 
the  mortality  from  Confumption,  thefe  being  the  two  fatal 
months  for  its  termination.  If,  betwixt  London  and  Edin- 
burgh alone,  nearly  6©oo  annually  perifii  from  this  malady, 
we  are  certainly  much  wfithin  bounds,  when  we  fate  the 
whole,  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  at  confiderably  above  10,000. 
This  is  making  every  allowance  for  the  alledged  inaccuracy 
of  thofe  who  make  up  the  bills,  in  their  reporting  every  cafe 
where  extreme  emaciation  prevails,  as  an  inftance  of  Coq- 
fumption. 


what 
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what  impeded,  and  eafily  hurried  by  the  flighted; 
motion,  efpecially  on  going  up  any  afcent.  There 
prevails  alfo  a fort  of  flight  ftridlure,  or  fullnefs, 
acrofs  the  breaft.  During  this  time,  fome  emaci- 
ation of  body  takes  place,  and  a feeblenefs  and 
languor  is  felt  by  the  patient  himlelf,  without  his 
being  able  to  aflign  a proper  reafon  for  it.  An 
increafed  irritability  of  mind,  is  likewife  obferv- 
able,  and  a want  of  the  ulual  animation.  On  in- 
fpediing  the  tongue,  it  appears  remarkably  red 
and  clean,  and  continues  fo  till  near  the  end  of 
the  difeafe,  when  the  Aphthous  inflammation 
comes  on.  The  teeth  are  commonly,  here,  re- 
markably found,  and  acquire,  in  the  progrefs  of 
the  malady,  a more  than  ordinary  whitenefs. 
The  fame  is  confpicuous  in  the  eye,  which  gra- 
dually aflumes  a pearly  colour,  or  blueifh  call,  as 
the  red  veflels  of  its  furface  (or  Albuginea),  dif- 
appear.  This  morbid  ftate,  or  rather  gradual  pre- 
lude to  decay,  generally  continues  for  a confider- 
able  time.  During  this  interval,  the  perfon  is 
more  ealily  affedted,  than  ufual,  with  flight  colds ; 
and,  during  their  attack,  occalional  pains  of  cheft, 
arife,  fometimes  confiding  of  dull,  obtufe  pains, 
under  the  Ihoulder  blade,  in  the  fide,  or  under 
the  breaft.  At  laft,  after  one  of  thefe  colds,  an 
aggravation  of  difeafe  enfues ; the  pedloral  fymp- 
toms  encreale,  particularly  the  cough  towards 
night;  a confiderable  expectoration  begins,  and  the 
hectic,  formerly  obfcure  and  fluctuating,  becomes 
now  exquifitely  formed,  manifcfting  itfelf  by  re- 
gular 
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gular  exacerbations  after  eating,  and  a conftant 
increafe  at  night : It  is  from  this  time  that  the 
fieep  becomes  difturbed  and  oppreft.  A morning 
fweat  alfo  takes  place,  at  firffc  partial,  or  confined 
to  the  head  and  bread:,  and  only  occafional ; at 
laid  becoming  general  and  conftant,  or  alternating 
with  a loofenefs,  (or  diarrhea),  fo  that  the  wretch- 
ed patient  is  reduced  to  the  laft  ftage  of  emaciation 
and  debility  ; for  under  thefe  fymptoms,  the  muf- 
cular  ftefir  waftes  to  the  greateft  pofiible  degree. 
The  nails aftume  an  adunque  or  curved  form;  and 
a gradual  decay  appears  in  every  part,  attended  with 
fome  degree  of  dwelling  (or  sedema),  of  the  lower 
extremities.  In  this  ftate,  rvhen  contemplated, 
the  emaciated  figure  ftrikes  one  with  horror ; the 
forehead  covered  with  drops  of  fweat ; the  cheeks 
painted  with  a livid  crimfon;  the  eyes  funk;  the 
little  fat  that  raided  them  in  their  orbits,  entirely 
wafted;  the  pulfe  quick  and  tremulous;  the  nails 
long,  dry,  and  bending  over  the  ends  of  the  fin- 
gers ; the  palms  of  the  hands  dry,  and  painfully 
hot  to  the  touch  ; the  breath  offenfive,  quick,  and 
laborious ; and  the  cough  fo  ineeTant  as  fcarce 
to  allow  the  wretched  futferer  time  to  tell  his 
complaints  : yet,  even  at  this  period,  and  during 
the  whole  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  the  mind  ac- 
quires an  additional  confidence  and  hope,  pofteftes 
a more  lively  perception  of  certain  recovery,  and 
feels  emotions  of  the  rnoft  fiatteriug  and  condola- 
tory kind,  which  attend  it  to  the  laft  hour. 
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From  this  general  defcription  of  Pulmonary 
Confumption,  the  chief  fymptoms  that  mark  its 
progrefs,  are  cough , expectoration,  pain  of  chejl , 
and  fever.  Each  of  thefe  we  fhall,  therefore,  con- 
fider  more  at  large,  and  the  peculiar  circumfian- 
ces  that  characterize  them  in  Scrophulous  cafes. 

The  cough  may  be  mentioned  as  the  firft , and 
leading  fymptom  of  the  difeafe  : Jt  commonly  at- 
tacks by  fits ; is  hard  and  dry,  and  comes  on, 
elpecially  on  any  increafed  action  of  the  veffels. 
By  fome,  it  has  been  compared  to  a found  iffuing 
from  fome  hollow  cavity.  It  is  molt  fevere  on 
firft  going  to  bed,  and  is  for  the  molt  part  worfe 
in  the  night  than  in  the  day-time : a fenfe  of  full- 
nefs  of  the  cheft,  or  difficulty  of  breathing,  attends 
it.  Indeed,  from  the  firft  of  the  difeafe,  the 
breathing,  is  commonly  two  or  three  times  more 
frequent  than  that  of  a perfon  in  health,  neither 
can  the  infpiration,  or  expectoration,  be  continued 
fo  long  at  a time. 

Thefe  fits  are  apt  to  recur  frequently  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night,  and  exceflively  fatigue  the 
patient.  They  are  terminated  by  the  expectora- 
tion of  a frothy  matter,  which  feems  to  come  only 
from  the  throat,  (or  fauces).  Very  often  there 
is  a continued  wheezing  on  every  infpiration  ; but 
this  is  not  always  fo  diftinct. 

The  expectoration,  th efecond  fymptom,  general- 
ly comes  on  fome  weeks  after  the  commencement 
of  the  cough  ; it  is  a fymptom  very  variable  in 
the  courfe  of  the  difeafe.  At  firft  it  confifts  of 

nothing 
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nothing  more  than  this  frothy  matter,  already 
mentioned ; but  as  foon  as  the  difeafe  advances 
fomewhat,  it  becomes  thick,  vifcid,  and  heavy,  of 
an  afh  colour,  and  marks  then  the  permanent  af- 
fection of  the  lungs.  When  the  difeafe  proceeds 
hill  farther,  a purulent  matter  is  difcharged,  of  a 
greenilh,  or  yellow  colour,  at  times  fetid,  and 
having  an  aCtual  putrid  tafte  ; but  this  matter  is 
always  mixed  with  more  or  lefs  of  the  vifcid  fub- 
ftance  already  defcribed,  which  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  the  true  Scrophulous  expectoration,  the 
other  being  rather  extraneous,  and  formed  into 
this  purulent  ftate  by  the  progrefs  of  the  inflam- 
mation. When  the  fits  of  coughing  are  fevere, 
fuch  expectoration  is  frequently  mixed  or  ftreak- 
ed  with  blood.  The  quantity  fpit  up,  is  very  va- 
rious ; but  is  often,  when  the  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
eafe are  acute,  not  lefs  than  two  or  three  pints  in 
the  twenty-four  hours.  The  patient  fometimes 
feels,  diftindtly,  the  expectoration  proceed  from 
the  fide  where  he  feels  fome  pain  : this  fymptom 
always  leffens  considerably  towards  the  end  of 
the  difeafe,  and  is  a mark  of  the  approaching  ter- 
mination ; its  tafte  varies  as  well  as  the  other 
circumftances  of  its  confixtence  and  appearance  ; 
fometimes  it  is  fweet,  at  other  times  it  is  faltifh, 
purulent,  &c.  When  critically  examined,  by 
Submitting  it  to  the  teft  of  experiment,  the  ex- 
pectoration can  hardly  be  called  real  pus ; it 
agrees  both  with  pus  and  mucus  in  fome  of  its 
properties,  but  it  differs  materially  in  others  • and 
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it  appears  to  be  the  fame  matter  as  difeharged  in 
other  Scrophulous  cafes,  only  approaching,  here,, 
fomewhat  nearer  to  pus,  from  the  particular  dtu- 
ation  from  which  it  proceeds  *. 

In  fome  cafes  this  difeafe  has  been  known  to 
proceed  to  its  fatal  termination,  without  any  pu- 
rulent expectoration  whatever.  This  may  pro- 
ceed from  two  caufes,  either  from  a vomica,-  which, 
burding  fuddenly,  fuffocates  the  patient  before 
allowing  time  for  expectoration  ; or  it  may  pro- 
ceed from  the  powers  of  the  conditution  not  be- 
ing fufficiently  drong  to  produce  matter  in  the 
tubercles  before  the  fatal  event  takes  place.  Such 
cafes,  however,  are  very  rare,  and  form  little  ex- 
ception to  the  general  hidory  detailed ; as  even,  in 
thefe  cafes,  the  other  leading  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
eafe condantly  attend. 

Frequently,  in  this  difeafe,  the  expectoration 
begins  wdth  a fpitting  of  blood,  (Hemoptyfis), 
efpecially  where  the  f ts  of  coughing  are  fevere, 
and  the  difficulty  of  breathing  alfo  confidcrable. 

The  prefage  of  this  fpitting  is  generally  a drow- 
finefs  and  faintnefs.  This  is  preceded  by  a fenfe 
of  fullnefs,  weight,  and  heat  in  the  bread,  parti- 
cularly under  the  bread  bone,  (or  Sternum)  ; it 

* Mr  Darwin’s  experiments  on  the  difference  betwixt  Mucus 
and  Pus,  are  by  no  means  conclufive.  Dr  Ryan,  in  a late  publi- 
cation on  this  difeafe,  has  inftituted  one,  which  he  deems  a cer- 
tain criterion.  A folutior.  of  Pus,  he  tells  us,  in  the  concentrat- 
ed Vitriolic  Acid,  becomes  always  turbid  on  the  addition  of 
water.  A folution  of  Mucus  does  not. 
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is  brought  up  with  a degree  of  hauking,  or*  effort 
to  expectorate,  and  makes  fome  noife  in  its  paf- 
fage  through  the  wind-pipe.  The  quantity  dif- 
charged  in  this  way  is  various,  often  little  at  a 
time,  confiding  only  in  a mouthful,  or  two  ; but 
fometimes  it  is  more  confiderable,  and  has  been 
known  to  the  extent  of  upwards  of  a pint : It  is 
of  a florid  colour,  and  feels-  as  if  riling  warm  from 
the  bread:.  If  not  at  fird  accompanied  with  matter, 
this,  for  the  mod  part,  takes  place  in  the  end  ; and 
return  of  blood  is  commonly  two  or  three  times 
before  the  fit  fettle,  being  apt,  alfo,  to  recur  again 
in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe.  The  appearance  of 
blood,  however,  is  always  flighted  when  the  pu- 
rulent expectoration  is  confiderable. 

Pain  of  ched,  the  third  fymptom,  is  equally  va- 
rious in  different  cafes,  as  the  two  others  we  have 
detailed.  In  many  there  is  no  pain  felt  during 
the  whole  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  except,  at  times, 
a ditch  or  two  from  flrefs  of  cough,  which  is  mere- 
ly temporary,  and  departs  foon  after.  In  other 
cafes  there  prevails  a general  forenefs  of  the  ched, 
particularly  when  the  cough  has  been  fevere,  felt 
either  by  Ihooting  pains  in  the  bread,  uneafinefs 
on  the  edge  of  the  hypochondria,  upper  part  of 
the  belly,  (or  abdomen),  and  loins.  In  others 
there  is  acute  pain  of  only  one  fide,  more  rarely 
of  both,  increafed  very  much  on  infpiration,  fo 
that  the  patient  can  neither  bear  preflure,  nor  lie 
on  the  part;  thefe  pains  often  precede  the  cough 
altogether.  The  continuance  of  this  fymptom  is 

uncertain., 
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uncertain,  and  it  returns  frequently  in  the  courfe 
of  the  difeafe. 

The  fever,  the  lajl  fymptom  that  remains  to  be 
examined,  requires  very  particular  notice,  as  point- 
ing out,  in  fome  degree,  the  progrefs  of  the  ma- 
lady, It  begins  with  a fenfe  of  coldnefs,  or  rather 
what  may  be  termed  creeping  of  the  fleth,  which 
comes  on  every  day,  or,  rather,  every  other  day,  be- 
ing by  no  means  regular  at  fird.  This  feeling  is 
fucceeded,  either  by  a burning  heat,  continuing 
all  night  with  intenfe  third  ; or,  at  other  times,  a 
more  moderate  heat,  only  a little  increaled  to- 
wards evening.  For  fometime,  the  exacerbations 
of  this  fever,  are  by  no  means  fo  didinct  as  fet 
down  by  authors.  At  lad,  indeed,  from  the  time 
the  purulent  expectoration  is  condderable,  both 
the  mid-day  and  afternoon  ones,  efpecially  the 
latter,  become  drong  and  regular ; they  are  then 
eafily  marked  by  a circumfcribed  dorid  rednefs, 
or  dudiing  of  the  cheeks,  which  renders  the  co- 
lour of  the  red  of  the  face  more  remarkable,  be- 
ing pale,  and  looking  as  if  it  were  not  clean  wafh- 
ed.  To  this  appearance  of  the  face  is  joined 
great  heat  of  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  feet. 
This  heat  is  fucceeded  by  a fweating  dage,  rather 
partial  at  fird,  and  confined  to  the  head  and 
bread ; but  in  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  it 
becomes  more  general  and  profufe  ; or,  indead  of 
it,  a colliquative  loofenefs,  (or  diarrhea),  takes 
place  ; more  rarely  a colliquative  difcharge  of 
urine  \ from  the  frequency  of  which,  fymptoms  of 

inflammation 
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inflammation  of  the  arethra,  (or  paflage),  and 
heat  of  the  difcharge  aife.  In  this  way  the  hec- 
tic may  be  faid  to  advance,  with  all  its  horrors. 
But  though  the  mid-day  and  evening  exacerba- 
tions would  feem,  in  noft  cafes,  the  regular  pe- 
riods of  the  acceffion  cf  the  hedic,  yet  this  does 
not  by  any  means  hod  as  a flated  or  conftant 
rule ; and  we  find,  in  particular  inftances,  very 
great  variations  in  thisrefped. 

The  pulfe  in  this  fe/er  varies  confiderably ; in 
fome  cafes  it  will  not  ixceed  fixty,  and  continue 
long  at  this  rate,  fo  as  :o  render  the  real  ftate  of 
the  patient  very  deceit  id.  Plence,  on  firfi;  vifiting 
a patient,  and  unacquainted  with  the  exad  pro- 
grefs  of  the  malady,  a )hyfician  is  very  apt  to  be 
miftaken.  In  other  afes,  and  molt  commonly, 
it  is  above  an  hundrel,  and  fmall.  When  the 
expedl oration  confilts  if  blood,  it  is  often  above 
an  hundred  and  thirty  and  the  other  fymptoms 
of  the  fever  equally  ftnng  ; towards  the  clofe  of 
the  dileafe,  in  particulir  circumltances,  when  the 
breathing  is  highly  obtruded,  it  rifes  Itill  higher. 

Though  no  deliriurr,  in  general,  attends  this 
fpecies  of  fever,  yet  towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  eveiing-exacerbation,  it  fome- 
times  occurs. 

The  aphthous,  or  hotted  appearance  of  the 
tongue,  which  marks  he  advanced  ftage  of  this 
fever,  and  is  confiderel  as  the  fymptom  of  ap- 
proaching diflblution,  fometimes  departs  before 
its  termination  ; the  tmgue  turns  clean,  aflumes 

the 
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The  appetite,  we 
not  much  impaired; 


the  fame  appearance  as  in',  the  firft  days  of  the 
malady;  but  it  always  recurs  before  the  fatal 
event. 

To  thefe  leading  fympto  as  of  the  difeafe,  the 
ftate  of  the  principal  fundions,  during  its  pro- 
grefs,  may  be  alfo  joined, 
find,  till  towards  the  end 
fometimes  even  a voracims  appetite  prevails. 
The  digeftion,  alfo,  buffers  li:tle  or  no  interruption. 
The  fenfes  are  clear  anc  unafifeded ; that  of 
hearing  is  fometimes  increaed,  and  the  functions 
of  the  brain,  feem  to  lofe  jijtle,  or  none  of  their 
energy,  while  the  reft  of 
ftrongeft  marks  of  decay, 
ties,  it  may  be  obferved,  tl 


he  fyftem  fhews  the 
i)f  the  animal  faciil- 
le  deftre  for  venery  is 
augmented,  efpecially  towa  ds  the  end  of  the  dif- 


eafe ; and  when  indulged, 
trimony,  it  hurries  on,  mor( 
mination  of  the  malady 
This  difeafe  is,  properly, 
we  may  term  the  acute  anc 
clofes  its  career  in  the 
months  from  it£  commence 
the  other  is  protracted,  for 
intervals  of  eafe.  The  pat 
ter  and  fpring,  and  gets 
and  autumn.  It  generally 
always,  proves  fatal  at  laft; 
of  the  pedoral  fymptoms, 
an  attack  of  dropiy  fucceed 
the  fatal  period  with  rnoft 


.s  in  the  ftate  of  ma- 
rapidly,  the  fatal  ter-i"1 


)f  two  fpecies,  which 
chronic  ; the  former 
ace  of  three  or  four 
vent,  and  proves  fatal ; 
t term  of  years,  with 
mt  complains  in  win- 
etter  during  dimmer 
however,  though  not 
ither  by  the  increafe 
ir,  on  their  remiflion, 
In  the  former  cafe, 
icrfons,  is  the  end  of 
fpring, 
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fpring,  or  beginning  of  fummer,  for  they  feldom, 
it  has  been  remarked,  out-live  the  month  of 
May  *. 

Some  remarkable  inftances  of  molt  rapid  ema- 
ciation, in  the  firft  fpecies  of  this  difeafe,  have  been 
taken  notice  of  by  authors.  Thus,  Valli  men- 
tions a cafe  where  the  decay  was  fo  rapid,  that 
the  very  hair  fell  off  in  the  firft  days  of  the  com- 
plaint. This  may  be  termed  a general  breaking 
up  of  conftitution.  In  other  cafes,  the  patients 
have  been  known  to  preferve  fome  degree  of  cor- 
pulence to  the  laft,  in  fpite  of  all  the  colliquative 
fymptoms  which  attend  its  progrefs. 

Though  the  difeafe  may  be  pronounced  almoft 
always  fatal,  as  appears  from  the  annual  mortali- 
ty it  occafions,  yet  recoveries  from  it  have  taken 
place ; or,  at  leaft,  its  termination  has  been 
retarded  by  one  of  four  circumftances,  viz,  mad- 
nefs,  pregnancy,  large  wounds,  and  eruptions. 

The  diffetftions  of  this  fpecies  ferve  fomewhat 
to  explain  the  nature  of  Scrophula  in  other  fit.ua- 
tions ; and  much  information  is  afforded,  on  this 
head,  by  the  labours  of  the  late  ingenious  Dr 
Stark.  The  feat  of  the  difeafe  is  found,  clearly, 
to  exift  in  the  cellular  fubftance  of  the  lungs, 
where  round,  firm  bodies,  named  tubercles,  are 
formed,  fimilar  to  the  fwelling  of  the  lymphatic 
glands,  on  the  external  furface;  they  are  of  dif- 

T- 

* The  caufe  of  this  rapidity  of  its  progrefs,  in  different  cafes, 
may  be  explained  by  the  difference  of  the  two  conftitutions  ; the 
vidims  of  Scrophula,  as  pointed  out  in  Sed.  3.  of  Part  II. 

F ferent 
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ferent  fizes,  from  the  fmalleft  granule,  to  half 
an  inch  in  diameter;  and  often  in  clufters: 
They  adhere,  pretty  clofely  to  the  fubftance 
of  the  lungs,  and  have  no  particular  cover- 
ing, or  capfule.  In  proportion  to  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  their  lize,  is  their  firmnefs;  and  when 
cut  into,  iii  this  date,  they  are  of  a white  colour, 
with  a confidence  nearly  approaching  to  carti- 
lage ; in  fome  part  of  them  there  is  always  a 
fmall  pit,  or  hollow,  where,  as  they  increafe,  the 
formation  of  matter  begins,  and,  at  length,  they 
pafs  into  vomicae.  But  the  formation  of  matter 
is  not  always  determined  by  their  fize.  In  fome 
it  begins  very  early.  When  in  fmall  quantity, 
the  confidence  of  the  matter,  is  thick  and  curdy; 
when  in  greater  quantity  it  is  thinner,  and  more 
refembling  the  matter  of  a common  fore. 

As  matter  forms,  the  fubdance  of  the  tubercle 
melts  down,  leaving  in  the  end  only  a thin 
covering ; and  this  melting  down,  appears  to  be 
without  any  very  increafed  fymptoms  of  infiam- 
mation  taking  place. 

All  thefe  tubercles  have  an  opening  into,  or 
connexion  with  the  trachea ; fo  that  the  matter 
contained  in  them,  comes  to  be  difcharged  in  this 
way,  unlefs  they  are  very  large  before  they  break  ; 
the  matter  difcharged  then  alters  its  appear- 
ance. They  have  alfo  openings  into  each  other ; 
but  the  openings  into  the  trachea  are  different  in 
fhape  from  thofe  with  each  other;  the  former  are 

round 
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round  and  fmooth,  the  latter  irregular  and  rag- 

. . •* 

The  matter  difcharged  from  the  vomica^fis,  in 

general,  much  the  fame  with  that  difcharged 
from  Scrophulous  ulcers  elfewhere.  It  puru- 
lent in  its  appearance;  but  in  its  properties  it  re- 
fembles  mucus  more  than  pus. 

The  principal  fituation  of  tubercles  and  vomi- 
cae, is  the  upper,  and  back  part  of  the  lungs. 
Sometimes  they  occupy  the  outer  part  ^and 
wherever  they  are,  adhefions  to  the  pleura,  are  there 
formed^which  fhew  them  to  be  the  production  of 
inflammation;  but  of  an  inflammation  flmilar  to 
that  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  devoid  of  pain  in 
its  progrefs,  from  the  particular  nature  of  the  dif- 
eafefas  well  as  the  want  of  irritability  in  the  part. 
Sometimes  the  pleura,  at  that  part,  is  found  even 
deftroyed  by  the  matter  of  the  vomicae,  when  at- 
tempting to  force  its  way  externally.  By  thefe 
adhefions,  the  communication  betwixt  the  cavity 
of  the  vomicae,  and  the  cheft,  is  cut  off. 

As  a further  proof  that  fome  date  of  inflamma- 
tion originally  produces  thefe  vomicae,  the  air  ve- 
ficles,  and  even  the  cellular  fubftance  of  the  lungs, 
is  every  where  red  in  their  neighbourhood,  and 
no  air  enters  that  part  of  their  fubftance  ; fo  that 
their  principal  functions,  in  that  part  of  the  lungs, 
is  deftroyed.  Even  the  large  vefiels  of  the  lungs, 
alfo,  as  they  approach  thefe  parts,  become  fudden - 
ly  contracted,  and  their  canals  Ihut  up  by  a fib- 
rous fubftance.  An  obliteration  of  vafcular  ftruc- 
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ture  evidently  takelplace,  and  no  veflel  can  be 
traced,  either  into  thefe  vomicae,  or  the  parts  very 
near  them.  The  inflammation,  from  the  difeaf- 
ed  portion  of  the  lungs,  is  even  communicated  to 
the  trachea,  which  appears  red,  wherever  the  vef- 
fels  are  connected  with  the  vomicae. 

The  real  portion  of  the  lungs,  affected  by  this 
ftate  of  difeafe,  is  different  in  different  cafes.  At 
times  the  whole  lungs  may  be  faid  to  be  difeafed, 
fo  that  not  a fourth  part  of  them  remains  fit  for 
the  tranfmiflion  of  air  : This  is  for  the  moll  part 
the  cafe  ; but,  in  fome  rare  inftances,  life  has  been 
protracted  till  not  one-twentieth  part  of  them  ap- 
peared on  diflection,  fit  for  carrying  on  this  impor- 
tant fundion.  Where  the  difeafe, as  molt  frequent- 
ly happens,  is  only  partial,  affeCting,  as  mentioned, 
but  about  a fourth  part  of  the  lungs,  the  upper 
and  pofterior  parts  are,  then,  always  found  difeaf- 
ed ; the  under,  and  anterior,  remain  free,  though 
not  entirely  in  the  natural  ftate.  The  left  lobe, 
alfo,  it  has  been  obferved,  is  much  oftener  aflfeCt- 
ed  than  the  right  one  ; and  this  is  confirmed  by 
all  the  morbid  collections  of  anatomifts.j^ 

From  this  view  of  the  difeafe,  which  diflec- 
tion affords,  tubercles  and  vomicae  conftitute 
the  characteriftic  fymptoms  of  this  diforder  in 
every  form;  and  its  incurable  nature  may  be, 
hence,  readily  accounted  for.  Tubercles  have, 
indeed,  in  no  cafe  of  diffeCtion  of  this  difeafe, 
ever  been  found  abfent ; but  vomicae  frequently 
have,  and  conllitute,  therefore,  a more  advanced 

ftage 
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ftage  of  the  morbid  alteration.  Each  of  thefe 
tubercles  is  to  be  confidered  in  the  fame  light,  as 
that  of  an  External  Lymphatic  Swelling,  which,  in 
order  to  its  termination,  muft  necelfarily  pafs  into 
ulceration,  and  be  liable  to  all  the  confequences 
that  either  attend  this,  or  any  rupture  of  the  te- 
guments in  other  fituations ; while  an  additional 
obdacle  to  healing  is  here  prefented  from  the  con- 
llant  motion  of  the  lungs,  and  the  accefs  of  the 
'external  air.  The  former  of  thefe,  though,  per- 
haps, not  fo  unfavourable  in  cafes  of  a healthy 
fore,  will  yet  have  conliderable  effect  in  every 
cafe  of  ulceration  ; and  with  refpedt  to  the  latter, 
the  accefs  of  the  external  air  to  matter  of  any 
kind,  is  known,  by  experience,  to  be  attended 
with  the  mod  pernicious  confequences.  There 
is,  perhaps,  alfo  fomething  peculiar  in  the  a&ion 
of  the  air  on  the  lungs,  which  may  add  to  the  vi- 
tiated date  of  its  ulceration. 

To  this  account  of  the  internal  difle£tion  of 
Confumption  from  Scrophula,  may  be  joined  the 
particular  circumdances  in  the  external  make, 
which,  in  the  greater  number  of  fuch  cafes,  feems 
to  add  to  the  fatality  of  the  difeafe.  Thus,  there 
appears,  commonly,  in  the  external  conforma- 
tion of  body,  a narrow  ched,  a long  neck,  and 
prominent  fhoulders,  rendering,  at  all  times,  the 
tranfmiliion  of  the  fluid  through  the  lungs  more 
difficult  than  in  other  conditutions.  At  the  fame 
time  this  faulty  form  of  body  does  not  occur  in 
all  Scrophulous  cafes ; but  when  it  does,  it  may 

be 
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be  confidered  as  a certain  mark,  that  the  difeafe, 
if  once  taking  place,  is  irrecoverable. 

In  Confumption,  life,  perhaps,  continues  longer 
under  a lofs  of  fubftance,  than  in  mod;  other  difeafes ; 
for,  on  diffeCtion,  both  lobes  of  the  lungs  have  been 
found,  at  times,  almoft  entirely  melted  down,  and 
nothing  remaining  but  the  outer  membranes  : In 
fuch  a lituation  it  has  been  matter  of  furprife 
how  refpiration  could  have  been  carried  on  i'o 
long. 

Scrophulous  affections  of  fome  of  the  other  in- 
ternal organs,  have  been  alfo  enumerated  by  au- 
thors, as,  of  the  liver,  fpleen,  &-c. ; but  thefe  are 
feldom  unconnected  with  the  fymptoms  we  have 
defcribed ; and  are  to  be  confidered,  rather  as 
affeCtions  coming  on  in  the  progrefs  of  the  mala- 
dy, from  the  prevailing  morbid  difpoiition  ex- 
tending itfelf  over  the  fyftem.  In  that  cafe  they 
require  no  feparate  confederation  from  thofe  we 
have  already  detailed. 


PART 
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PART  II. 


Of  the  Peculiar  Circumstances  of 
Scrophula. 


Sect.  i.  Of  the  Inflammation  of  Scrophula. 

’ a ^HE  Scrophulous  Inflammation  may  be  term- 
A ed  properly  an  imperfect  one;  it  forms,  as  it 
were,  an  intermediate  fpecies  betwixt  Phlegmon, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  Erifipelas  on  the  other : 
Compared  with  the  former,  it  difplays  a want  of 
the  ftrong  increafed  action  of  the  veflels,  which 
gives  a tendency,  either  to  adheflon  or  fuppura- 
tion  ; neither  is  there  that  confent  of  the  fyftem, 
or  proper  fymptomatic  fever,  which  is  neceflary  to 
the  termination  of  fuccefsful  inflammation.  The 
fldn  alfo,  when  aflinning  marks  of  it,  is  more  in- 
clined to  a purple  than  clear  red  colour.  Dur- 
ing the  whole  progrefs  of  the  inflammation,  there 
is  little  fenfation  of  pain  ; there  is  none,  at  leaft, 
of  that  acute  pulfatory  pain,  (Dolor  Pulfatilis,) 
which  diftinguifhes  Phlegmon,  and  is  connedled 
with  tone  in  inflamed  parts. 

Compared 
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Compared  again  with  Erifipelas,  the  fkin  pof- 
fefles  lefs  of  the  true  rofy  colour,  or  vivid  red  : nor 
is  there  prefent  that  conftant  fenfe  of  burning 
heat ; nor  does  it,  on  prefliire,  like  Erifipeias,  turn 
white,  and  lofe  its  natural  morbid  hue.  From 
all  thefe  circumftances,  then,  the  leading  features 
of  the  Scrophulous  Inflammation,  fhortly  are,  in- 
dolence, want  of  pain,  inflammation  fomewhat 
diflfufed  and  hard,  with  little  or  no  re-adtion  of 
the  fyftem,  as  a part  of  its  charadter: 


Sect.  2.  Of  the  T>  if  charge  in  Scrophula. 

‘T7i7'E  have  already  taken  notice  of  the  Dif- 
eharge  in  Scrophula ; but  fome  farther 
obfervations  on  it  may  be  ftill  ufeful.  It  confifts, 
as  then  mentioned,  of  a thin  fanies ; fometimes 
it  appears  to  be  Ample  ferofity,  and  to  poflefs 
little  or  no  degree  of  acrimony  ; but,  at  other 
times,  the  acrimony  is  very  confiderable,  efpecial- 
ly  when  the  ulcers  fpread  large.  The  moft  fre- 
quent appearance,  however,  of  the  dilcharge, 
when  the  ulcer  firft  breaks  out,  is  that  of  a cheefy , 
white , curdled,  clotty  matter  ; and  this  curdled  ap- 
pearance is  the  true  charadleriftic  of  the  difeafe. 
In  fome  cafes,  under  the  ufe  of  remedies,  it  ap- 
proaches more  nearly  to  pus  ; but  even  then, 
when  examined  nicely,  it  has  more  the  pro- 
perties of  mucus  than  pus.  As  the  difeafe  pro- 
ceeds, 
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eeeds,  the  appearance  of  the  difcharge  turns 
worfe,  and  more  ferous ; being  occafionally, 
where  the  ulcers  fpread  faff,  or  where  flimu- 
lant  applications  are  ufed,  tinged  fomewhat 
with  blood.  This  matter,  even  in  its  moft  viru- 
lent Hate,  does  not  feem  capable  of  communicat- 
ing any  fpecific  infection  ; for,  if  another  perfon  is 
inoculated  with  it,  no  charadteriftic  local  effedts 
of  the  difeafe  follow,  which  marks  the  neceffity 
for  the  pre-exifting  difpolition,  and  is  alfo  a 
clear  proof,  how  ill-founded  the  prejudice  againft 
inoculation  for  the  final]  pox  is,  from  the  fuppofed 
danger  of  introducing,  along  with  the  fpecific 
poifon,  the  other  taints  of  conftitution  to  which 
the  perfon  may  be  difpofed.  This  opinion  fhould 
be  flrenuoufly  enforced  by  every  medical  pradti- 
tioner,  in  order  to  over-turn  the  general  popular 
idea  on  the  fubjedt. 

One  particular  form  of  the  difeafe,  viz.  the 
Pulmonary  Confumption,  (or  Phthifis  Pulmona- 
lis),  has  been  inculcated  by  many  of  the  moft  re- 
fpedtable  authorities  in  medicine,  as  really  infec- 
tious : but  the  fadts  adduced  in  its  fupport,  are 
very  exceptionable  ; and  this  form  of  the  difeafe, 
being,  at  the  fame  time,  fo  frequent,  the  marks  of 
predifpofition,  where  obfcure,  may  be  overlooked, 
and  its  occurrence  referred,  at  once,  in  feveral  in- 
ftances,  to  the  head  of  infedtion.  Yet  in  the  war- 
mer climates,  it  would  feem  fomewhat  of  an  efta- 
blifhed  opinion,  from  the  many  political  regula- 
tions that  have  been  framed  to  prevent  its  fup- 
G pofed 
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pofed  dangerous  tendency  ; but,  even  there,  no 
diftinil  and  appoftte  fails  have  been  condefcend- 
ed  on  to  fuflain  the  propriety  of  thefe  precautions. 
The  acrimony,  therefore,  of  this  difeafe,  even  in 
its  moft  virulent  ftate,  we  may  conclude,  is  of  a 
very  circumfcribed  nature  in  its  ailion.  It  has 
been  entirely  denied  as  exifting,  by  fotne  of  the 
firft  medical  writers ; but  this  is  carrying  the 
matter  too  far.  An  acrimony  does,  undoubtedly, 
exift  in  the  greater  number  of  cafes  ; but  the 
effects  of  this  acrimony,  we  may  fafely  fay,  are 
never  known  to  ail  beyond  the  feat  of  the  ulcer 
producing  it. 


Sect.  3.  Of  the  Theory  of  Scrophula. 

HIS  difeafe  feems  to  have  been  known  to  the 


moft  ancient  prailitioners,  and  to  have  then 
baffled,  as  at  prefen t,  the  powers  of  medicine.  It 
is  delcribed  minutely  by  the  earlieft  authors ; but, 
at  the  fame  time,  it  muft  be  confeft,  its  appear- 
ance now  is  much  more  frequent  than  ever  it  was 
known  to  be  before.  Though  not  unknown  in  al- 
moft  every  climate,  its  attacks  are  moft  fevere  in  the 
moft  variable;  and  the  extremes  both  of  heat  and 
cold,  if  it  appears  at  all  there,  render  it  a milder 
difeafe  than  in  other  lituations. 


Many 
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Many  animals  are  fubjedt  to  it,  as  well  as 
man ; efpecially  when  removed  to  a cold,  moift 
atmofphere,  a circumftance  which  plainly  proves 
it  the  effedt  of  temperament,  aded  on  in  a pecu- 
liar manner  by  external  lituation. 

The  inveftigation  of  its  proximate  caufe,  like 
that  of  many  other  difeafes,  has  often  employed 
the  refearch  of  phyficians ; but  the  inefficacy  of 
their  pradice,  is  the  fureft  proof  of  their  having 
failed  in  the  attempt,  however  plaulible  their 
theories. 

One  of  the  fil'd  Theories  was  that  of  Galen, 
who,  according  to  his  fydem  of  temperaments, 
referred  it  to  a cold  pituitous  humour.  Galen’s 
theory  was  followed  by  the  opinion  of  a redun- 
dancy of  fluids,  or  unequal  balance  betwixt  the 
folid  and  fluid  parts ; and  thefe  theories  remain- 
ed till  the  time  of  the  Chemical  asra:  Then  arofe 
the  celebrated  one  of  Acidity,  or  that  which  re- 
ferred the  difeafe  to  a fuper-ab undance  of  this 
principle  in  the  animal  fluids.  This  was  the  fen- 
timent  of  Wifeman,  and  leveral  of  the  moft  emi- 
nent French  writers,  and  was  fomewhat  fupport- 
ed  by  the  circumflance  of  infancy  being  the  chief 
period  of  its  attack,  when  fuch  a predominant 
acid  in  the  flomach  and  bowels,  (or  Primae  Viae), 
is  confpicuous.  But  the  existence  of  this  prin- 
ciple, as  a caufe  of  difeafe,  was  no  way  confirmed 
by  the  operation  of  the  remedies  mofi  fuccefsful 
in  palliating,  if  not  in  effecting  a cure  of  the  ma- 
lady ; and  we  know  now  by  accurate  experi- 
G a ments, 
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ments,  that  no  pure  acid  is  ever  prefent  in  the 
animal  fluids,  at  leaft,  fo  as  to  prove  a caufe  of  dif- 
eafe. 

On  the  apparent  fallacy  of  this  theory,  was 
• ftarted  another,  equally  repugnant  to  the  experi- 
ence of  practice,  and  our  knowledge  of  the  oeco- 
nomy.  This  theory  was  that  of  the  celebrated 
Boerhaave,  who  referred  the  fource  of  this,  and 
many  other  difeafes,  to  a fpiffitude  and  lentor  of 
the  fluids.  The  difcharge,  however,  from  Scro- 
phula,  difplays  a different  ftate,  and  the  remedies 
which  thin  the  animal  fluids,  have  little  or  no  ef- 
fect in  curing  this  difeafe. 

Hence,  a later,  and  more  generally  received 
theory,  on  this  fubject,  came  to  be  adopted  viz. 
that  of  a peculiar  acrimony,  which  is  confirmed 
by  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  ; though  its  fpeci- 
fic  nature  we  have  ftill  been  unable  to  explain. 

The  only  difference,  among  authors,  in  receiv- 
ing this  opinion,  is  with  refpect  to  the  feat  of  this 
acrimony,  and  to  what  extent  it  takes  place;  whe- 
ther it  arifes  from  the  general  debility  and  flacci- 
dity  of  habit,  confpicuous  in  Scrophula,  diffufing 
its  influence  through  every  part,  or  from  a pecu-> 
liar  confiitution  of  the  lymphatic  fyftem  alone, 
confining  its  fpecific  effects  here. 

The  former  of  thefe  opinions  is  the  moft  pro- 
bable, when  we  confider  that  almofl:  every  part  of 
the  body,  as  well  as  the  lymphatic  glands,  is  oc- 
cafionally  the  feat  of  the  difeafe.  The  latter, 
though  fupported  by  the  authority  of  Dr  Cullen, 
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feems  to  be  taking  too  partial  a view  of  the  fub- 
jecf,  and  not  admitting  that  extent  of  influence 
which  the  morbid  fymptoms  warrant. 

Thefe  two  opinions,  therefore,  will  do  beft,  if 
united  ; the  difeafe  may  be  conceived  to  be  the 
effect  of  an  acrimony,  as  well  as  of  Ample  flacci- 
dity  and  debility  in  the  fyftem  in  general. 

But  a more  modern  theory,  than  either  that 
of  acrimony,  or  general  debility  and  flaccidity,  is 
that  of  peculiar  tenuity  of  furface,  or  finenefs  of 
fkin.  This  theory  has  been  ftarted  by  Mr 
White,  and  this  Hate  he  confiders  as  the  caufe  of 
fufceptibility  to  the  difeafe,  which  is  confirmed 
by  the  effedt  obferved,  that  changes  of  weather 
have  on  it.  Two  kinds  of  conftitution,  he  re- 
marks, are  diftinguifhed  by  this  fort  of  furface. 
The  firft  is  marked  by  large  fuperficial  veins,  a 
palenefs  of  countenance,  a languor  in  the  eye, 
and  what  is  in  general  termed  a want  of  vivacity, 
or  conftitution al  torpor.  The  other  is  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  a florid  complexion,  fkin  eafily  varying  its 
appearance  on  the  flighted  changes,  vivacity  of 
eye,  fprightlinefs  of  manner,  and  great  irritability 
and  acutenefs.  It  is  thefe  two  conftitutions  that 
are  acknowledged  to  be  the  chief  martyrs  to 
Scrophula  ; and  from  this  view  the  juftice  of  the 
obfervation  comes  to  be  called  in  queftion,  that 
grey,  or  blue  eyes,  fair  hair,  and  fair  complexion, 
are  characteriftic  marks  of  a Scrophulous  predifpo- 
fition  ; as  without  this  ftate  of  furface,  or  their 
keing  attendants  of  it,  they  prove  no  certain 
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mark  of  the  difeafe.  To  this  it  may  be  added, 
that  the  fame  date  of  furface  may  be  occafional- 
ly  produced  in  any  conftitution  by  difeafe,  or 
morbid  caufes  producing  tenuity  of  furface.  Thus 
it  has  been  often  known  to  follow  a mercurial 
courfe.  The  fame  is  at  times  the  effed  of  fmall- 
pox,  mealies,  teething,  and  any  long  continued 
irritation  wearing  out  the  fyftem. 

The  predifpoiition,  then,  to  this  difeafe,  from 
Mr  White’s  theory,  is  clearly  accounted  for; 
but  there  remains  Hill,  fomething  farther,  to  ex- 
plain why,  in  its  attack,  it  particularly  affeds  the 
lymphatic  glands ; and  Dr  Fordyce  has  thrown 
out  a hint,  in  his  Ledures,  to  fupply  this  defed. 
Scrophula  he  confiders,  originally,  as  an  affedion 
of  the  mucous  membrane,  where,  in  ccnfequence 
of  matter  forming  from  inflammation,  often,  in- 
deed, fo  flight,  as  to  be  little  taken  notice  of, 
part  is  abforbed  by  the  next  lymphatic  glands, 
and  the  difeafe  then  aflumes  its  real  glandular 
form. 

From  the  above  review,  then,  of  the  various  opi- 
nions of  authors  on  this  difeafe,  with  an  examina- 
tion of  the  fads  which  fupport  them,  we  come,  na- 
turally, to  conclude,  that  Scrophula  is  a difeafe  arif- 
ingfrom  a peculiar  morbid  flate  of  furface,  moll  pre- 
valent, therefore,  in  the  early  period  of  life.  That 
this  ftate  of  furface  is,  at  the  fame  time,  conneded 
with  general  laxity,  flaccidity,  and  often  irritabi- 
lity of  the  fyilem  ; and  that  the  difeafe  may  arife 
in  any  conftitution  where  thefe  circumftances 
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exift  in  a high  degree.  That,  in  this  date  of  fur- 
face,  inflammation  attacking  any  part  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  it  pafles  into  ulceration,  and 
the  matter  of  this  ulceration  being  abforbed  by 
the  next  lymphatic  glands,  the  peculiar  form  of 
the  difeafe,  or  the  lymphatic  fwelling,  next  takes 
place  ; and  this  matter,  then  elaborated  in  the 
lymphatic  gla'nd,  acquires  the  peculiarity  which 
renders  the  difcharge  Scrophulous,  or  conftitutes 
the  peculiar  acrimony  of  the  difeafe.  This  in- 
flammation of  the  mucus  membrane  is  often  fo 
flight,  as  hardly  to  be  noticed,  and  the  fucceeding 
fwelling  of  the  lymphatic  is  confide  red  as  the  JirJl 
fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  and  never  thought  to 
arife.  from  the  former  caufe.  The  affedion  of 
the  lymphatic  gland  then,  is  properly  the  fecond, 
ftage  of  the  malady  ; and  as  the  matter  originally 
abforbed,  is  not  fo  acrid  asthe  venereal  and  others, 
nor  the  gland  itfelf  endued  with  much  fenfa- 
tion,  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  in  it,  is  for  a long 
time  flow,  till  it  acquire  a certain  fize,  and  affed 
the  external  teguments  : When  the  difeafe  ar- 
rives at  its  height,  and  a rupture  of  the  teguments 
takes  place,  a peculiar  matter  feems  then  to  be 
formed,  pofiefled  of  various  degrees  of  acrimony, 
from  Ample  ferofity  to  that  of  ading  as  a real  fol- 
vent  of  the  animal  fibre. 

The  internal  furface  is  found  to  pofiefs  a fimilar 
ftate  to  that  of  the  external,  and  the  appearances 
there  may  be  eafily  explained  in  the  fame  way. 
Thus,  we  find  Confumption,  or  a tuberculous  fiate 
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of  the  lungs  fucceecl  the  influenza,  or  inflamma- 
tion of  the  trachea,  and  confequent  abforption  of 
matter  from  its  mucous  glands ; and  hence  fre- 
quent catarrhs,  or  colds,  never  fail  of  laying  the 
foundation  of  Confumption,  or  Phthifis,  as  the 
practice  and  experience  of  all  phyficians  confirm. 

On  the  fame  reafoning  we  can  readily  account 
for  Scrophula  being  fo  often  a hereditary  difeafe, 
that  is,  where  fimilarity  of  furface  betwixt  the 
child  and  parent,  or  even  his  predecelfor,  prevails  ; 
and  wre  can  alfo  account  for  its  difappearing  in 
one  or  more  generations,  where  fuch  fimilarity 
of  furface  is  not  confpicuous : The  difappearance 
of  the  difeafe,  in  its  external  form,  at  the  age  of 
puberty,  is  thus  alfo  eafily  explained,  from  the 
former  acquiring  then  a degree  of  tone  or  vigour, 
while  in  the  internal  furface  no  fuch  change  pre- 
vails. 

From  the  preceding  obfervations,  it  will  clearly 
appear,  that  Scrophula  has  no  connection  whatever 
with  the  venereal  difeafe,  as  fo  often  alledged  by 
many  former  waiters.  That  lues  is  frequent  in  Scro- 
phulous  conftitutions,  and  that  it  may  be  attended 
in  them  with  peculiar  violence,  there  is  no  doubt; 
but  that  the  venereal  poifon  can  produce  the 
difeafe  itfelf,  is  merely  impoffible  ; fo  that  we  need 
not  adduce,  either  the  difference  of  their  fymp- 
toms,  or  yet  the  inefficacy  of  mercury  in  the  cure 
of  the  latter  as  proofs  of  this.  On  the  preceding 
theory,  alfo,  we  can  account  for  the  effeCts  of  the 
feafon  on  this  difeafe,  and  the  advantages  derived 
in  it  from  a w?trm  and  fteady  atmofphere. 
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Sect.  4.  Of  the  Caufes  of  Scrophula. 

THROM  the  theory  of  Scrophula  we  have  de- 
livered,  its  caufes  will  appear  to  be  very 
few.  The  principal  one,  indeed,  is  variable 
date  of  atmofphere,  chiefly  when  remarkable 
for  mo  id  cold  air.  All  authors  have  noticed 
its  powerful  effect,  and  the  changes  it  pro- 
duces on  this  difeafe.  The  almod  total  abience 
of  the  diforder,  in  the  extremities  of  heat  and 
cold,  and  its  appearance  and  difappearance  in  the 
fame  climate,  at  different  periods  of  the  feafon, 
afford  mod  ample  confirmation  of  this  fact  ; we 
may,  therefore,  fet  it  down  as  the  great  exciting 
caufe  of  the  malady.  Parents  will  feize  on  the 
mod  triding  circumdances,  as  caufes,  which  could 
never  have  any  influence,  without  the  flrong  here- 
ditary predifpofition ; though  many  circumdances, 
in  many  families,  may  favour  the  difeafe  break- 
ing out  in  its  mod  inveterate  form.  Thefe  preju- 
dices of  parents  have  been  feconded  by  phyfi- 
cians;  and  we  find,  therefore,  many  trifling  caufes 
enumerated,  totally  inadequate  to  excite  the  dif- 
order. 

Next  to  variable  date  of  atmofphere,  may  be 
mentioned  difeafes  particularly  affecting  the  date 
of  the  furface,  and  introducing  acrimony  into  the 
fydem,  as  finall-pox,  mealies,  &c. ; perhaps,  how- 
ever, thefe  aft  dill  more  powerfully  than  as  fimple 
Ii  exciting 
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exciting  caufes,  and  go  diredtly  to  induce  the  dif- 
eafe  by  the  morbid  changes  of  the  furface  they 
occalion. 

Improper  diet,  and  want  of  cleanlinefs,  have 
been  regarded  as  caufes  of  Scrophula.  With 
refpect  to  the  firjl,  where  it  does  not  furnifh  fuf- 
ficient  nutriment,  or  even  of  a proper  kind,  and  is 
joined  with  want  of  exercife,  by  encreafing  that 
debility,  connected  with  the  predifpofition  to  the 
difeafe,  it  may  adt  as  an  exciting  caufe,  and  efpe- 
cially  of  one  form  of  it,  the  Mefenteric  Con- 
fumption,  (or  Tabes  Mefenterica.)  In  regard  to 
the  fecond , as  it  immediately  affedts  the  ftate  of 
furface,  it  may  alfo  have  an  influence,  particularly 
when  joined  with  moifture,  which  we  conflder, 
in  all  cafes,  as  highly  favouring  the  appearance 
of  the  malady. 

Many  other  caufes  of  this  difeafe  have  been 
enumerated  by  authors ; and,  indeed,  whatever 
deranges  the  fyftem,  in  a high  degree,  will  produce 
it,  where  a ftrong  predifpofition,  prevails ; but 
wrhere  the  mode  of  action  does  not  feem  clearly  af- 
certained,or  is  purely  accidental,  we  have  thought 
proper  to  omit  the  enumeration  of  fuch  caufes,  as 
only  introducing  confufion  into  the  hiitorv  and 
nature  of  the  difeafe. 
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Sect.  5.  Of  the  Prevention  of  Scrophula. 

HE  prevention  of  Scrophula  has  employed 


the  attention  of  phylicians,  as  an  objed  of 
the  firft  importance,  from  their  being  unable  to 
effeft  a cure ; and,  in  imitation  of  nature,  lince  the 
external  forms  of  the  difeafe  are  known  to 
depart,  on  the  folids  acquiring  a certain  vigour 
at  the  age  of  puberty,  they  have  chiefly  em- 
ployed tonics , with  this  intention  : The  principal 
tonic , as  a preventative,  is  cold-bathing',  and  as 
it  a£ts  fo  ftrongly  on  the  furface,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  from  the  theory  of  Scrophula  deliver- 
ed, of  its  happy  effects,  in  this  view.  It  is  in- 
deed one  of  the  methods  pointed  out  in  favage 
life,  to  fortify  the  conflitution,  and  to  fecure  it 
againft  the  effefts  of  heat  and  cold : It  muft,  there- 
fore, be  powerful  in  checking  a difeafe  connected 
with  viciffitudes  of  atmofphere. 

Next  to  cold-bathing , may  be  mentioned  pre- 
ferring the  patient,  as  much  as  poffible,  in  an 
equal  degree  of  temperature,  or  guarding  againft 
the  effects  of  fudden  changes,  by  warmth  of 
drefs,  &-c. 

To  thefe  two,  which  are  the  molt  effential, 
avoiding  feveral  of  the  occafional  caufes  of  the 
difeafe,  by  attention  to  diet,  may  be  added,  exer- 
cife,  and  cleanlinefs.  One  internal  form  of  the 
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difeafe,  Pulmonary  Confumption,  requires  a more 
particular  mode  of  prevention  than  has  been  men- 
tioned; for  wherever  the  flighted;  fymptoms  of 
a threatened  attack  appear,  at  the  critical  period 
of  life,  flnee  the  prefervation  of  an  equality  of 
temperature,  in  this  climate,  is  impoffible,  the  re- 
moval to  a warmer  region,  as  the  only  lure  means, 
thouid  be  immediately  enjoined. 

Indeed,  wherever  cold  and  wet  prevail,  the 
various  forms  of  this  difeafe  will  always  be  found 
to  fhew  themfelves  in  a high  degree. 


Sect.  6.  Of  the  Prognojlic  in  Scrophula. 

T N forming  our  opinion  in  Scrophula,  we  are  to 
be  determined  by  three  circumftances ; its  feat, 
its  extent,  and  its  particular  fpecies  or  nature. 

With  reiped  to  th tjir/i,  when  attacking  the 
external  glands,  there  is  little  or  no  danger,  while 
all  the  internal  forms  of  the  difeafe  may  be  regard- 
ed as  ultimately  fatal.  Of  Water  in  the  Head,  we 
have  no  inflances  of  cure  that  can  be  depended 
on.  Of  Pulmonary  Confumption,  the  inflances 
are  few;  and  from  thefe  we  can  draw  no  ge- 
neral conclufion  : At  the  fame  time,  as  former- 
ly mentioned,  it  has  been  found  both  cured  and 
fufpended  by  madnefs,  pregnancy,  and  even 
by  wounds  and  eruptions.  Of  Mefenteric  Con- 
fumption, a Angle  inflance  of  cure,  when  we  re- 
fled on  the  feat  of  the  aflfedion,  is  not  to  be  look- 
ed 
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ed  for,  except  in  the  very  commencement.  Even 
the  prognoftic,  in  the  external  affections  of  the 
joints,  is  unfavourable ; for,  in  the  numerous  cafes 
of  White  Swelling,  how  often  is  amputation  the 
only  refource  ? 

In  regard  to  its  extent,  even  in  the  external 
forms  of  Scrophula,  where  the  ulcerations  are  nu- 
merous, there  is  always  danger,  and  Hectic  is  fre- 
quently formed.  There  are,  at  times,  inftances 
of  the  fyftem  being  fairly  worn  out  from  its  ex- 
ternal ulcerations. 

On  the  third , it  may  be  obferved,  where  the 
difeale  is  hereditary,  it  is  always  to  be  expected 
more  obftinate,  than  where  it  arifes  fimply  as  a 
coniequence  of  other  difeafes,  or  from  apparent 
accidental  caufes. 

Sect.  7.  Of  tbs  Scrophulous  He  Otic. 

IxTO  conclufion  can  be  drawn  from  the  fymp- 
■*“  ^ tomatic  fever  in  Scrophula,  as  there  is  gene- 
rally none  in  the  external  glandular  forms  of  the 
difeafe,  except  in  the  White  Swelling,  till  the  lajl 
Itage  ; and  even  in  this  lajl  ftage  of  thefe  external 
forms,  it  fluctuates  according  to  circumftances, 
and  is  by  no  means  conftant ; while  in  the  inter- 
nal, it  takes  its  peculiar  form  from  the  different 
fpecies.  Thus,  the  Hedtic  of  Pulmonary  Con- 
fumption  is  different  from  that  of  Water  in  the 
Head,  and  of  Mefenteric  Confumption. 
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PART  III. 

Of  The  Treatment  of  Scrophula. 

IT  AV1NG  now  confide  red,  at  fome  length,  i ft 
The  various  modifications  of  difeafe  which 
Scrophula  affumes  ; and  'idly , The  fpecific  cir- 
cumftances  that  mark  its  aclion,  we  proceed  to 
the  laft  and  mofi  important  part  of  the  fubject ; 
the  confideration  of  the  different  modes  of  treat- 
ment, which  have  prevailed  at  different  periods 
of  medical  hiftory  for  its  cure. 

In  entering  upon  this,  we  {hall  not  offend  the 
common  fenfe  of  the  reader  by  any  detail  of  the 
Royal  Touch , a remedy  in  vogue  in  England,  from 
the  time,  we  are  told,  of  Edward  the  Confeffor  to 
that  of  Charles  1.  who,  from  the  records  of  the  Cha- 
pel Royal, employed  this  charm,  it  is  faid.on  no  lefs 
than  92,107  perfons;  a proof,  at  once,  of  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  Prince,  the  frequency  of  the  difeafe.  and 
Hill  more  of  the  fervility,  if  not  ignorance  of  prac- 
titioners, who  could  ferioufly  fit  down  to  relate 
fuch  cures  *.  Neither  fhall  we  dwell  on  the 

* A form  of  divine  fervice  was  exprefsly  ufed,  at  the  time  of 
applying  the  Royal  'touch,  in  die  time  of  Henry  VII.  as  may 
be  leen  in  the  Literary  Mufeum.  An  extradt  from  it  will  be 
found  in  the  13th  Vol.  of  the  New  Annual  Regilter  for  1792. 
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more  modern  deceit  of  Morleys  Vervain  necklace , 
a remedy  applied,  according  to  his  own  account, 
to  no  lefs  than  5000  ; but  equally  ridiculous,  if 
not  more  fo,  than  the  former. 

It  will  be  more  to  our  purpofe  to  examine  the 
cure  of  the  difeafe,  as  conducted  by  Medical  Practi- 
tioners, when  we  fhall  find  a great  deal  has  been 
done  with  very  little  effeCt.  In  conducting  it, 
alfo,  the  pradtice  has  been  often  irregular,  and 
proceeded  very  much  on  random  experiment.  We 
may,  perhaps,  juftly  fay,  that  the  whole  Materia 
Medica  has  been  ranfacked  for  fpecifics  againft 
Scrophula ; and  every  fubftance  poffeffing  any 
fenfible  powers,  has,  occafionally,  acquired  a re- 
putation for  palliating  one  or  other  of  its  fymp- 
toms,  if  not  actually  removing  them.  But  from  the 
hiftory  of  the  difeafe  given,  in  the  preceding  part,  it 
will  appear,  that  the  powers  of  every  remedy  are 
fufpicious,  when  applied  folely  to  the  cure  of  its 
external  forms,  from  their  fpontaneous  departure, 
under  any  management  at  a certain  period.  To 
judge,  therefore,  of  the  real  efficacy  of  medicine, 
immediate,  and  itrongly  marked  obvious  effeCts, 
fhould  arife  under  its  ufe. 

From  the  preceding  view  of  Scrophula,  the 
circurnftances  that  feem,  in  every  cafe,  to  pre- 
vent its  cure  are, 

1 . Want  of  cohejion  of  folid. 

•2.  Deficient  action  of  vejfcls,  and 
3.  Peculiar  Morbid  irritation. 
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We  fhall  endeavour  then  to  arrange  the  treat- 
ment of  the  difeafe  as  it  has  been,  either  covjli- 
tutional , local , or  combined. ; and,  by  referring  to 
thefe  morbid  circumflances  fpecified,  we  (hall  be 
able  to  judge  how  far  each  of  them  has  been  com- 
petent to  effect  its  cure. 


Sect.  i.  Of  the  General  Conjlitutional  Treatment. 

rT~'HE  general  conflitutional  treatment  of  this 
malady,  feems,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  to 
have  proceeded  on  the  four  following  principles, 
viz.  either, 

1.  To  cor  reel  or  diflodge  the  prevailing  acrimony. 

2.  To  excite  peculiar  action  of  vejfels , 

3.  To  increafe  the  general  tojie  of  the  fyjlern , or 

4.  To  remove  irritation. 

Of  the  remedies  employed  on  the  firft  prin- 
ciple, to  correct  the  prevailing  acrimony,  one  of 
the  molt  celebrated  has  been  the  ufe  of  mineral 
waters  : Different  watering  places  have  acquired 
a reputation  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe;  and  fome, 
fuch  as  Briftol,  for  certain  forms  of  it.  On 
their  general  operation,  it  may  be  obferved,  with 
Dr  Cullen,  that  all  kinds  of  them  have  been  had 
recourfe  to,  and  with  equally  good  effects : Their 
fuccefs,  therefore,  he  attributes  to  their  fimple 
elementary  part,  as  wafhing  out  the  lymphatic 
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fyftem.  This  opinion,  although  highly  refpedt- 
able,  I am  afraid,  is  purely  hypothetical,  and  the 
benefit  derived  from  their  ufe,  is  rather  to  be  a- 
fcribed  to  the  period  of  the  feafon  at  which  they 
are  ufually  drank  ; and  alfo  the  length  of  time 
during  which  they  are  continued;  for,  in  the  courfe 
of  it,  an  alleviation  of  the  difeafe,  at  leaft  of  its 
external  forms,  fpontaneoufly  occurs  by  the  chan- 
ges of  the  conftitution  itfelf,  without  the  aid  of 
any  medicine  whatever. 

Where  mineral  waters  are  employed,  it  may 
be  proper  to  add,  that,  in  recent  cafes,  the  Saline 
and  Chalybeate  have  been  preferred ; and  in 
thofe  of  long  Handing,  the  Sulphureous *. 

* The  rules  for  drinking  the  different  Mineral  Waters 
are  beft  learned  at  the  Fountain-head.  It  may  be  ufeful, 
however,  to  enumerate  the  principal  places,  in  Britain,  re> 
forted  to  for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe. 

Of  the  Saline  Waters,  the  principal  are 
Scarborough  in  Yorkfhire, 

Epfom  in  Surry, 

Cheltenham  in  Glouceflerfhire, 

Dog  and  Duck  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London. 

Of  the  Chalybeate,  the  chief  are 
Tunbridge  in  Kent, 

Malton  Spa  in  Yorkfhire, 

New  Tunbridge  near  Iflington, 

Malvern  in  Worcefterfhire. 

Of  the  Sulphureous, 

Harrowgate  in  Yorkfhire, 

Moffat  in  Annandale, 

Pitcaithly  in  Perthfhire, 

St  Bernards  in  the  vicinity  of  Edinburgh. 

The  Calcareous  Minerals  fall  to  be  noticed  under  the- 
cure  of  Confumption. 

T» 


I 


66 


OF  SCROPHULA.. 


To  the  fame  principle  may  be  referred  the  in- 
ternal ufe  of fea  water  in  Scrophula.  From  all 
the  experience  I have  ever  had  of  this  remedy, 
I never  perceived  the  fmalleft  benefit  derived 
from  its  ufe  ; on  the  contrary,  by  carrying  it 
too  far,  the  fyftem  has  been  weakened,  by  the 
difcharges  it  produced,  and  the  difeafe  rather  ag- 
gravated than  relieved : It,  therefore,  where  ufed, 
fhould  be  given  only,  .fo  as  gently  to  loofen  the 
belly ; and  when  creating  a diftreffing  degree  of 
third;,  which  it  often  does,  it  Ihould  be  mixed 
with  frelh  water ; even  Dr  Rulfel,  the  great  ad- 
vocate for  this  remedy,  feldom  ufed  the  fea-water 
alone,  or  trufted  to  its  fpecific  powers ; for  he  em- 
ployed, along  with  it,  fmall  dofes  of  mercury,  or 
elfe  the  bark.  Like  many  remedies,  it  pofief- 
fed  for  a time,  an  undeferved  reputation  ; and  if 
it  ever  does  fervice,  it  mull  rather  be  as  a preven- 
tative, than  when  the  difeafe  is  formed. 

But  leaving  thofe  remedies  prefcribed  by  prac- 
titioners, on  the  general  idea  of  correcting  acri- 
mony, without  fpecifying  precifely  its  nature,  we 
come  next  to  examine  thofe  adapted  to  corredt  a 
particular  fpecies  of  it,  viz.  that  acidity  on  which 
the  difeafe  was  for  long  fuppofed  to  depend.  A 
principal  one,  on  this  theory,  was  lime  water.  In 
the  weak  ftate  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  which 
attends  this  diforder,  where  a fnperabundant  acid 
may  be  occafionally  prefent,  or  a thick  vilcid 
flime,  retarding  digeftion  may  be  collected,  lime- 
water  has  certainly  often  proved  ufeful  as  a pallia- 
tive; 
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tive;  but  this,  I confider  as  the  full  extent  of  its 
powers.  It  may  be  ufed  to  the  quantity  of  a pint 
a day,  drank  at  different  times.  The  fame  ob- 
fervation  may  be  applied  to  the  different  alkalis 
that  have  been  introduced  into  Scrophulous  prac- 
tice, as  the  Sal  Sodce,  &c. ; to  the  feveral  foapy 
medicines , and  to  the  clafs  of  abforbents,  which 
have  all  had  repeated  trials  in  the  cure  of  this  ma- 
lady, but  without  fuccefs : As  palliatives  of  par- 
ticular fymptoms  they  are  ufeful,  but  no  more. 

On  the  oppofite  theory,  alfo,  of  alkalency  ; even 
acids , though  lefs  common  than  the  former  medi- 
cines, have  been  employed  Thus  the  Vitriolic 
Acid , in  a dilute  Hate,  though  poffeffed  of  no  virtues 
over  the  difeafe,  by  ailing  as  a tonic,  has  been 
frequently  ferviceable. 

When,  by  thefe  various  medicines  enumerat- 
ed, practitioners  had  failed  to  correct  the  acrimony 
of  Scrophula,  an  attempt  was  next  made  to  dif- 
lodge  it  from  the  fyflem ; and  this  they  endea- 
voured to  accomplifh,  by  exciting  the  action  of 
the  different  excretory  organs,  more  efpecially 
thofe  of  the  Jkin  and  kidneys. 

We  fhall  firft  enumerate  the  medicines  whofe 
action  is  determined  to  the  fkin. 

The  medicines  ufed  with  this  intention,  have 
been  chiefly  the  different  woods,  viz.  the  Guiac, 
Sarfa,  Saffafras,  Serpentaria,  China,  Mexereon, 
&c. ; though  fometimes  exhibited  in  fubftance, 
the  Decoction  of  Woods,  the  Sarfa  Decodiion,  and 
what  has  been  termed  the  Lifbon  Diet-drink,  are 
I 2 their 
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their  principal  forms : ■ On  the  laft  form,  indeed, 
whole  volumes  have  been  written ; and  it  has 
been  fuppofed  a certain  fpecific  in  one  of  the  moft: 
incurable  forms  of  the  difeafe,  Pulmonary  Con- 
fumption  : but  it  is  by  no  means  found  fo  in  this 
climate ; and  the  accounts  of  the  phyficians  at 
Lifbon  are  very  much  to  be  doubted,  the  more 
fo,  as  we  find  no  two  forms  of  the  prefcription 
alike.  The  Guiac,  in  lime-water,  has  been  much 
recommended,  under  the  name  of  the  Aq.  Bene- 
dicla  by  the  earlier  practitioners,  againft  the  ex- 
ternal forms  of  this  difeafe.  The  Mezereon  is, 
perhaps,  the  moft  active  article  of  this  clafs : But 
all  thefe  remedies,  we  may  fafely  fay,  have  failed 
of  curing  thediforder,and  no  dependence  is,  there- 
fore, to  be  placed  on  them,  even  though  diftin- 
guilhed  by  the  pompous  appellation  of fweeteiiers, 
of  the  bluod. 

From  the  fkin  we  proceed  next  to  thofe  reme- 
dies which,  in  diflodging  acrimony,  determine  it 
by  their  aCtion  to  the  kidneys.  They  are,  chiefly, 
the  different  neutral  falts  ; and  they  continue  ftill 
to  be  very  much  employed  in  this  difeafe,  as 
the  Soluble  Tartar,  Cream  of  Tartar , the  Vi- 
triolated  Tartar,  Regenerated  Tartar,  the  Poly- 
cherjl  Salt , the  Vegetable  TEthiops,  the  Burnt 
Sponge,  &-c.  This  laft  article  has  been  much 
more  recommended  than  any  of  the  reft,  in 
the  difcuffion  of  Scrophulous  Swellings,  fince  the 
praClice  of  Dr  Bate  of  Coventry  was  publifhed 
by  Mr  Wilmer : but  though  occafional  cures,  it 
cannot  be  denied,  have  been  made  with  it,  yet, 
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in  the  greater  number  of  cafes,  it  muft  alfo  be  ad- 
mitted, it  has  been  equally  ineffectual  with  any 
other  medicine  exhibited.  Some  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  muft  have,  therefore,  attended  thefe 
fuccefsful  cafes  on  which  their  more  fortunate 
termination  depended.  This  has  been  afcribed 
to  the  form  of  ufing  the  remedy,  by  fome  practi- 
tioners ; and  they  have  preferred  it  given  as  a 
lozenge,  which,  if  the  difeafe  is  feated  near  the 
mouth  or  throat,  by  its  flow  diffolution,  has  a 
greater  chance,  they  think,  of  reaching  the  conti- 
guous morbid  part  in  an  unchanged  (late.  The 
Neutral  Salts  are  exhibited  here  in  fmall  dozes,  fo 
as  to  avoid  any  laxative  effect,  and  to  preferve  the 
determination  of  their  action  to  the  kidneys  en- 
tirely. On  the  operation  of  all  fuch  remedies, 
it  may  in  general  be  obferved,  that  if  they  are  to 
correct  the  ftate  of  the  fluids,  by  drawing  off  cer- 
tain parts  of  them  tainted  by  the  difeafe,  their 
fuccefs  is  very  uncertain  and  precarious ; 1 /?,  As 
it  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  the  actual  change  in  the 
ftate  of  the  fluids  in  difeafes  ; and  idly.  As  on 
their  introduction,  fuch  remedies  will  be  much  af- 
fected by  the  particular  difpofitiop  of  the  fluids  of 
the  ftomach  at  the  time  ; fo  that  it  is  doubtful  whe- 
ther their  operation,  in  acting  on  any  difeafe,  can 
ever  extend  beyond  the  firft  paflages. 

Such  are  the  principal  remedies  of  the  firjl 
mode  of  cure,  which  is  likewife  the  molt  ancient, 
and  has  been  the  molt  generally  adopted  in  prac- 
tice. Though  this  theory  has  now  greatly  de- 
clined with  phyficians,  it  is  ftill  the  popular  or 
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prevalent  opinion  of  the  multitude ; and  correct- 
ing or  diflodging  the  mafs  of  humours , as  they  are 
termed,  is  the  approved  language  in  talking  of 
this  malady : But  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  an  attack 
on  the  Hate  of  the  fluids,  in  the  cure,  practitioners 
have  found,  by  experience,  has  not  been  great. 
Viewing,  therefore,  the  morbid  difpofition  in 
Scrophula,  as  connected  with  an  obvious  want  of 
energy,  or  excitement  in  the  part ; they  have 
been  led  next  to  attempt  its  treatment  on  a dif- 
ferent principle,  viz.  by  inducing  a peculiar  ac- 
tion of  the  veflels,  fo  as  to  effect,  either  the  refo-* 
lution  or  luppuration  of  the  indolent  fwelling. 

The  firft  remedy  that  recommended  itfelf  for 
this  purpofe,  was  mercury.  It  is  given  here  in 
fmall  dofes,  either  in  the  form  of  Calomel , JEthiop's 
Mineral , or  Plummer's  Pill,  more  rarely  in  that  of 
Corrojive  Sublimate , in  a highly  diffufed  Jlate,  fuch  as 
it  exifts  in  the  Maredant's  Drops,  Ward's  White 
Drop , and  other  empyrical  medicines  of  the  fame 
^kind.  The  chief  point,  in  exhibiting  mercury  here, 
istogive  it  in  fuch  fmall  dozes,  as  to  produce  no  eva- 
cuation; perhaps  hardly  anyfenfible  effeCt;  and  to 
continue,  it  long  on  this  plan.  It  is  alledged,  much 
fervice  has  been  done  in  refolving  the  fwellings 
in  the  external  forms  of  the  difeafe,  at  its  com- 
mencement. This  practice  has  been  inculcated 
very  much  in  a late  publication  by  Mr  White, 
furgeon  in  London,  who  prefers  the  Calomel, 
(Sexies  Sublimat.)  a preparation  which  he  con- 
fiders  as  having  a peculiar  quality  in  removing 
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obftruclions  of  the  lymphatic  glands.  His  clofe 
is  very  fmall,  given  at  bed  time,  and  occafionally 
purged  off  by  fome  gentle  laxative,  at  the  diftance 
of  every  fourth  or  fifth  day.  But,  on  this  prac- 
tice,  we  may  remark,  that  if  it  is  ferviceable  in 
the  early  period  of  the  difeafe,  it  is  entirely 
confined  to  it,  and  it  does  not  extend,  either  to  a 
more  advanced  flage,  or  even  to  any  other  than 
the  external  forms  of  the  malady.  Hence,  we 
find  the  firft  medical  authorities,  with  much  juf- 
tice,  reprobate  the  ufe  of  mercury  at  any  time 
whatever. 

On  the  fame  principle  with  mercury,  antimony 
became  equally  eligible,  as  a remedy,  in  the  cure 
of  this  difeafe ; and  it  has  been  accordingly  tried, 
both  in  its  crude  and  chemical  ftate.  The  pre- 
parations moft  confided  in  here,  have  been  the 
Antimonial  Wine,  and  Tart.  Emetic ; and  they 
have  been  commonly  joined  with  fome  alterative 
decodtion,  to  determine  their  operation  to  the 
furface.  Not  unfrequently  they  have  been  unit- 
ed with  the  former  mineral.  Where  this  mode 
of  pradtice  has  been  beneficial,  it  has  been  in  that 
fpecies  of  Scrophula,  which  we  find,  at  times,  arife 
as  a confequence  of  other  difeafes : But  from  all 
. the  experience  with  antimony  I have  ever  had,  I 
mufl  fay,  that  I have  found  both  it  and  mercury 
do  more  harm  than  good,  in  every  cafe  of  genuine 
Scrophula. 

A more  modern  remedy,  referable  in  its  ac- 
tion perhaps  to  this  head,  is  the  Muriated  Barytes , 
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(Barytes  Muriata),  introduced  into  Scrophulous 
pradice  by  Dr  Adair  Crawford.  From  his  ac- 
count it  promifed  to  be  a fpecific  for  this  mala- 
dy ; but  the  experience  of  other  praditioners  has 
not  realized  Dr  Crawford’s  well  founded  hopes, 
from  the  recital  of  his  own  cafes.  It  has  totally 
failed,  with  them,  of  difplaying  thofe  boalted 
powers,  though  conduded  with  every  attention  to 
Dr  Crawford’s  rules.  The  dofe  exhibited  mull 
be  fmall,  from  five  to  twenty  drops  at  a time.  In- 
deed few  patients  can  go  fo  far,  from  its  violent 
effeds  on  the  fyfiem.  Dr  Crawford,  however,  has 
the  merit  of  having  introduced  a new  medicine, 
pofielfed  of  very  adive  powers,  and  though  thefe 
powers  may  be  infufficient  for  the  complete  cure 
of  Scrophula,  yet  they  may,  perhaps,  at  times,  be 
highly  ufeful  in  relieving  fome  of  its  fymptoms. 

To  thefe  articles  of  the  mineral  kingdom,  is  to 
be  added  a vegetable  produdion  whofe  adion  is 
fomewhat  fimilar.  It  is  the  Meadow  Anemone , 
(or  Pulfatilla  Nigricans),  an  acrid  fubftance,  faid 
to  polTefs  ftrong  dilcutient  powers.  It  has  been 
moft  ferviceable  in  removing  the  fpecks  that  fuc- 
ceed  the  Scrophulous  Ophthalmia.  Its  operation 
is  attended,  at  firft,  with  increafed  pain  in  the 
difeafed  part ; and  it  is  ufed,  either  in  the  form 
of  the  diftilled  water,  given  to  the  extent  of  half 
an  ounce  a day  ; or,  in  the  extrad,  to  the  length 
of  four  or  five  grains. 

We  come  now,  from  this  fecond  fet  of  remedies, 
to  examine  the  third , or  the  clafs  of  Tonics,  intro- 
duced 
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duced  for  the  cure  of  this  difeaf z,jirjl,  on  the  idea 
of  its  ariling  from  Ample  debility,  and  that  invi- 
gorating the  fyftem,  would  prove  a certain  means 
of  its  removal  ; and  next,  when  failing  in  this 
defired  effedfc,  continued  on  another  idea,  that  the 
patient  will  out-grow  the  malady,  if  the  co.nftitu- 
tion  is  kept  up  under  its  ravages. 

The  jirjl  and  mold  powerful  of  this  divifion,  is 
cold-bathing ; particularly  fea  -bathing.  It  has 
been  recommended  to  continue  it  here,  both  in 
winter  and  fummer.  That  it  will  have  confider- 
able  influence  in  invigorating  the  fyftem,  cannot 
be  doubted  ; but  it  has  by  no  means,  alone,  prov- 
ed capable  of  removing  the  local  effedts  of  the 
difeafe,  when  once  formed.  It  is  alledged  alfo,  by 
fome  pra&itioners,  that,  though  during  its  con- 
tinuance, the  difeafe  is  fomewhat  relieved,  it  re- 
turns with  increafed  violence  on  its  being  given 
lip.  It  is,  therefore,  more  fuited,  perhaps,  to  add 
as  a preventative,  than  as  a means  of  cure  : At 
leaft,  in  order  to  be  fuccefsful,  it  mull  be  begun 
very  early  in  the  difeafe,  and  perfevered  in  with 
much  regularity;  even  for  a courfe  of  years : in 
which  cafe  the  formation  of  the  Scrophulous 
Swelling  may  be  counteracted. 

After  cold-bathing , comes  properly  to  be  noti- 
ced the  Peruvian  Bark.  In  this  difeafe,  it  owes 
its  firft  recommendation  to  the  authority  of  Dr 
Fothergill ; and  from  the  experience  of  this  in- 
telligent phyficiau,  it  has  fhewn  conliderable  ef- 
fedt  in  checking  the  progrefs  of  the  malady,  al- 
K though 
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though  not  in  curing  it.  At  the  fame  time,  even 
thefe  good  effects  are  confined  folely  to  the 
milder  external  forms  of  it ; for,  in  all  the  in- 
ternal fpecies,  as  well  as  the  affections  of  the 
joints,  it  evidently  does  mifchief.  The  heft  form 
of  prefcribing  it,  in  this  dilorder,  is  the  lime-water 
tindure  ; and  in  all  the  external  forms,  to  be  fnc- 
cefsful,  it  fhould  be  largely  employed,  and  long 
continued. 

After  the  bark,  on  an  authority  ftill  more  re- 
fpe&able,  viz.  that  of  Dr  Cullen,  we  are  induced 
to  mention  the  ufe  of  the  Coltsfoot , (or  Tuffilago') ; 
a ftrong  decoCtion  of  the  leaves,  or  where  it  can 
be  had,  the  real  expred  juice,  is  the  form  prefer- 
red by  him.  This  author’s  fcepticifm,  as  to  the  ac- 
tion of  remedies  in  general,  in  the  cure  of  difeafes, 
adds  much  weight  to  his  recommendation  here. 

Various  ajlringent  vegetables,  as  well  as  the  lad, 
have,  at  different  periods,  had  a reputation  as  fpe- 
cifics  in  this  difeafe ; but  none  of  them  have 
flood  the  teft  for  any  length  of  time,  and  are  juft- 
]y  gone  into  negleCt  : Of  thefe  may  be  enume- 
rated the  Vervain,  (Verbena,)  Figwort,  (Scrophu- 
laria),  &-c.  From  their  aftringent  principle,  they 
are  undoubtedly  fomewhat  tonic ; and  they  have 
been  found,  on  trial,  mod  ufeful,  when  joined 
with  fome  article  of  the  Narcotic  tribe. 

Of  the  Mineral  Tonics, Jleel  is  the  principal  one 
that  has  been  prefcribed  in  Scrophula.  We  have 
already  taken  notice  of  it,  in  the  form  of  the  Cha- 
lybeate Mineral  Water , in  which  its  powers,  as  a 
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tonic,  are  certainly  weak,  and  its  operation  in  that 
form  is,  therefore,  not  referable  to  this  clafs. 

When  ufed  here,  it  is  chiefly  in  the  form  of 
the  Rubigo,  or  Ruft;  and  the  morbid  acidity, 
which  is  generally  prefent  in  the  ftomach  of  Scro- 
phulous  patients,  renders  it  an  adlive  tonic  in  this 
difeafe.  It  is  often  joined  with  the  bark,  or  Aro- 
viatics , and  is  then  more  fuccefsful.  The  Mar- 
tial Flowers  is  another  preparation,  well  fuited,  as 
a tonic,  to  the  circumftances  of  Scrophula,  and 
has  been  repeatedly  employed,  with  advantage,  in 
fufpending  the  progrefs  of  the  Swellings  : It 
fhould  be  prefcribed  largely,  in  order  to  adt  with 
efiedl. 

From  the  adlion  of  tonics,  we  come  to  examine 
the  lajl  fet  of  remedies  introduced  for  the  confti- 
tutional  treatment  of  this  difeafe  : Thofe  whofe 
operation  is  confined  folely  to  the  principle  of  ob- 
viating viorbid  irritation. 

The  jirjl  here  is  th z Hemlock,  (or  Cicuta),  which, 
from  the  experience  of  the  moft  intelligent  prac- 
titioners, has  been  highly  extolled  in  this,  as  well 
as  in  many  other  painful  chronic  afledlions,  attend- 
ed with  ulcerations.  From  its  very  adtive  nature, 
it  is  rather  unfit  to  be  employed  in  very  young 
cafes,  being  apt  to  excite  difagreeable  fymptoms. 
In  obftinate  inftances  of  Scrophulous  fore  eyes,  it 
is  attended  with  the  happieft  confequences  where 
largely  prefcribed.  In  incipient  Confumption,  it 
has  been  known  alfo,  at  times,  fuccefsful.  But 
after  all  thefe  proofs  of  its  utility,  we  can  hardly 
K 2 go 
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go  fo  far  as  to  term  it  a fpecific  for  this  difeafe  r 
It  may  be  juftly  efteemed  an  ufeful  palliative,  and! 
depended  on  as  giving  eonfiderable  temporary 
relief.  Where  combined  with  the  Coltsfoot,  (or 
Tuffilago},.  it  has  been  molt  beneficial. 

After  the  Hemlock,  we  may  confider  under  one 
view,  the  different  Night  Shades,  (or  Solana ),  viz* 
the  Deadly  Night  Shade,  (Belladona),  the  Garden 
Night  Shade,  (Solanum  Officinar.}and  the  Bitter 
Sweet,  (or  Dulcamara).  They  are  all  highly  nar- 
cotic, particularly  the  firft.  Their  a&ion  here, 
muft,  therefore,  differ  very  little,  except  in  degree, 
from  that  of  the  Hemlock,  Henbane T and  other 
articles  of  the  fame  tribe  : But  the  operation  of 
the  Hemlock,  in  confequence  of  being  more  in 
pra&ice,  is  better  underftood  ; and  it  fhould,  in 
general,  be  preferred  where  narcotics  are  em- 
ployed. 

Before  doling  this  divifion,  a remark  or  two 
may  be  alfo  made  on  the  ufe  of  Opium  here.  In 
large  dofes,  it  is  faid  to  have  produced  beneficial 
effeds  in  Scrophula  : I have  often  given  it  a fair 
trial ; but  from  its  internal  exhibition,  I never  faw 
the  fmalleft  benefit  derived,  or  that  it  pofTeffed 
powers  over  the  difeafe : When  externally  ap- 
plied, however,  it  has  frequently  healed  the  ul- 
cerations in  that  fpecies  of  Scrophula  which  arifes.' 
as  a fequel  of  other  maladies.  It  is  even  moft 
fuccefsful  here  in  the  form  of  the  Laudanum. 
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Sect.  2.  Of  the  Particular  Conjlitutional  Treat- 
ment of  the  Internal  Species. 

T T AVING  examined  the  general  conftitutional 
treatment  of  Scrophula,  we  now  proceed 
to  detail  the  management  of  its  different  internal 
Species ; or  to  mark  thofe  peculiarities  in  conduct- 
ing their  cure,  which  could  not  enter  fo  minutely 
into  the  preceding  view  of  the  fubjedt  And ,firjl. 

Of  the  Treatment  of  Water  in  the  Head. 

From  what  was  obferved  on  the  incurable  na- 
ture of  this  form,  more  may  be  done  to  prevent 
its  attack,  than  really  to  effedl  its  cure.  For  this 
purpofe  IJpues  have  been  much  recommended 
near  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  foon  after  birth,  in 
thofe  families,  who  either  fhew  a flrong  predifpo- 
fition  to  Scrophula,  or  who  have  already  loft  chil- 
dren from  this  malady.  The  fuccefs  of  this  mea- 
fure,  is  confirmed  to  us  by  the  experience  of  fe- 
veral  of  the  firft  medical  authorities  in  this  coun- 
try ; and  it  is  an  application  to  which  there  can, 
at  leaft,  be  offered  no  material  objedtion.  A 
fmall  drain  fhould,  therefore,  be  opened  in  the 
head,  immediately  after  birth,  and  continued  till 
the  danger  of  an  attack  is  paft. 
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But  when  the  difeafe  is  actually  confirmed,  and 
its  prefence  denoted  by  the  fymptoms  enumerat- 
ed in  its  hifiory,  two  indications  for  treating  it 
have  been  commonly  formed. 

The  JirJl  is  to  remove  the  Plethoric  ft  ate,  or  full- 
nefs  of  the  veflels  in  the  head,  juftly  confidered  as 
the  caufe  of  the  eflufion  that  enfues. 

The  fecond  is  to  excite  ahforption , fo  as  to  dif- 
lodge  the  quantity  cf  accumulated  fluid  already 
prefent. 

The  molt  powerful  means  of  executing  the  firft 
of  thefe  intentions,  is  blood-letting,  general  and  to- 
pical, efpecially  the  laft  ; but,  at  the  fame  time,  I 
muft  confefs,  that  I have  never  leen  the  leaft  ad- 
vantage from  bleeding  in  this  difeafe.  Blifters 
have  alfo  been  applied  with  the  fame  view,  and 
fhould  be  frequently  repeated  : From  them,  in- 
deed, fome  temporary  relief  has  been  experienced 
at  times. 

But  the  fecond  indication,  is  the  one,  on  the  ac- 
complifliment  of  which,  practitioners  have  relied 
their  chief  hopes  of  fuccefs  for  a cure.  They  have 
attempted  to  perform  it  by  the  ufe  of  fome  power- 
ful diuretics,  as  the  Cream  of  Tartar,  the  Squill , 
the  Fox-glove,  (or  Digitalis),  &c. ; but  Hill  more 
frequently,  and  with  greater  confidence,  they 
have  employed  for  this  purpofe  Mercury , exhibit- 
ed, either  in  fmall  doles  of  Calomel,  fo  as  to  ope- 
rate without  any  lirong  action,  or  in  flight  unc- 
tion ; and  it  has  even  been  advifed  to  introduce 
the  Calomel,  in  this  cafe,  by  unction  from  the  in- 

fide 


OF  SCROPHULA.. 


79 

fide  of  the  mouth,  as  a more  ready  way  of  render-, 
ing  it  adtive  in  the  fyftem. 

We  are  extremely  doubtful,  however,  if  the 
cafes  of  cures  by  this  mode  of  pradlice,  or  the  ufe 
of  Mercury , as  related  by  authors,  can  be  depend- 
ed on  ; and  we  rather  believe,  fince  they  differ 
fo  widely  from  general  experience,  that  thefe 
authors  have  been  miftaken  in  the  difeafe. 

Of  the  Treatment  of  Mesenteric  Consump- 
tion. 

The  practice  in  Mefenteric  Confumption  is  lefs 
fixed  than  in  the  preceding  form  of  the  difeafe,  as 
the  fymptoms  of  it  are,  for  long,  from  the  circum- 
fiances  narrated  in  its  hiftory,  more  uncertain. 
When  convinced,  however,  that  this  malady  real- 
ly exifts,  the  rules  to  be  laid  down  are, 

1.  To  refolve,  if  poffible,  the  enlarged  flate  of 
the  glands ; or,  if  this  fhould  prove  unfuccefsful, 
and  ulceration  enfue  ; 

2.  To  attempt  correcting  the  fpecific  taint, 
and  mitigating  the  Hedtic  which  attends  it. 

The  former  of  thefe  indications  has  been  re- 
commended to  be  executed  here,  as  elfewhere, 
by  the  prudent  exhibition  of  Mercury,  efpecially 
Calomel , in  fmall  dofes.  It  is  efteemed  by  Mr 
White,  one  of  the  lateft  writers  on  the  fubjedt,  as 
almoft  a certain  fpecific  for  this,  more  than  any 
any  other  form  of  Scrophula.  Fridtion  of  the 
belly  fhould  alfo  be  joined  with  it,  frequent  and 
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regular,  fo  as  to  excite  the  a&ion  of  the  glands ; 
or  the  Mercury  may  be  even  introduced  by  unc- 
tion in  this  way,  united  with  the  Volatile  liniment. 
The  exhibition  of  a dofe  or  two  of  fome  of  the 
Neutral  Salts,  particularly  fea-water,  fhould  occa- 
iionally  intervene,  with  the  view  of  waffiing  out 
the  inteftines,  and  the  Mercury  be  again  refumed. 

When  this  indication  unfortunately  fails,  and 
the  difeafe  proceeds  to  ulceration,  all  that  then 
remains,  is  to  attempt  keeping  up  the  ftrength  by 
the  ufe  of  tonics , fuited  to  the  difeafe,  as  is  enu- 
merated in  the  general  conftitutional  treatment ; 
and  employing,  at  the  fame  time,  the  other  re- 
medies, confidered  as  fpecific  againft  ulcerations 
from  Scrophula. 

Of  the  Treatment  of  Consumption  of  the 
Lungs. 

; ] . . ! ) , t'*  . - i 1 . J . u - • 

The  treatment  of  Pulmonary  Confumption,  is 
one  of  the  moil  important  objects  of  pra&ice.  It 
has  more,  than  any  other  form  of  the  difeafe,  em- 
ployed the  attention  of  phylicians ; and  both 
medicine  and  regimen,  have  been  alternately  cal- 
led in,  with  equal  inefficacy,  except  in  a very  fmall 
proportion  of  cafes,  to  accomplifh  a cure. 

We  ffiall,  however,  detail  the  different  modes 
of  practice,  had  recourfe  to  at  different  periods ; 
and  then  point  out  a few  fads  as  a foundation  for 
our  future  procedure. 
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Conceiving  the  inflammation  of  the  tubercles, 
the  caufe  of  the  purulent  Hate,  the  molt  general 
practice  has  been  to  prevent  its  formation  by  the 
moft  adtive  Antiphlogifdc  means,  viz.  evacuations , 
refrigerants , and  a mild  regimen  ; and,  in  confor- 
mity to  this  idea,  the  difeafe  has  been  divided 
into  two  ftages,  the  Inflammatory  and  Purulent, 
a guide  in  this  mode  of  practice. 

Of  the  firft  means,  or  evacuations,  bleeding  de- 
ferves  the  principal  notice.  It  has  been  very 
early,  and  very  liberally  employed  ; but  it  has 
never  produced  any  farther  effect,  than  giving, 
at  times,  a temporary  alleviation  to  the  difficulty 
of  breathing,  at  the  expence  of  the  conftitution 
at  large,  fo  as  to  produce  a weaknefs  not  eafily 
repaired.  It  is  a remedy  feldom  proper  in  Con- 
fumption,  where  the  wafte  always  proceeds  too 
rapidly.  From  diffedtion,  it  appeared  alfo,  that 
the  tubercle  advances  commonly  to  fuppuration  ; 
or,  rather,  to  form  matter  without  fuch  increafed 
fymptoms  of  inflammation,  as  can  be  alleviated 
by  venefection,  in  the  lame  way  as  the  Scrophu- 
lous  fwelling  does  elfe where.  In  the  Scrophu- 
lous  habit  too,  there  appears  rather  a defect,  both 
in  the  quantity  and  quality  of  this  fluid,  as  a na- 
tural confequence  of  its  flaccid  ftate,  and  of  its 
want  of  that  energy  of  the  vital  powers,  confpi- 
cuous  in  other  conftitutions.  Indeed,  before  any 
fymptom  of  Hedtic  appears,  evident  marks  of  ina- 
nition often  betray  themfelves  in  the  patient’s 
very  looks.  PIcnce,  in  late  practice,  it  is  very 
L fpanngly, 
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fparingly,  if  at  all  ufed,  and  only  confined  to  in- 
cipient cafes,  when  the  diftinciion.  betwixt  the 
Confumption  and  Catarrh,  is  not  fo  clear;  or  where 
there  are  very  urgent  and  extended  fymptoms  of 
Topical  Inflammation. 

Next  to  Bleeding  comes  the  ufe  of  Bujlers  and 
IJfues. 

With  refpeft  to  the  firjl,  if  they  are  applied  re- 
peatedly, in  order  to  aft  as  a ftimulus,  and  to 
remove  the  internal,  by  exciting  external  in- 
flammation, they  can  be  attended  with  little  luc- 
cefs  towards  a cure  of  the  difeafe,  from  the  faft 
already  obferved,  that  the  tubercle  pafies  on  to 
the  purulent  flate  with  fuch  flight  marks  of  in- 
flammation, that  its  progrefs  can  be  little  arrefted 
by  this,  or  any  other  antiphlogiflic  remedy. 
They  may  remove  pain  of  fide,  or  cheft  ; but  this 
is  the  extent  of  their  utility.  If  conlidered  as  an 
IJJ'ue,  however,  they  may  tend  fomewhat  to  give 
a temporary  relief,  by  producing  a determination 
of  fluids  from  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  ; but  even 
this  relief  can  only  be  procured  by  an  increafed 
weaknefs ; while  having  no  radical  efleft  on  the 
difeafe,  they  will  occaflon  its  proving  fooner  fa- 
tal. This  obfervation  we  may  apply  to  every 
IJfue , whatever  its  form  ; and  the  analogy,  of  Con- 
fumpdon  being  cured  in  confequence  of  large 
wounds,  will  not  hold  here  ; for  where  this  lias 
taken  place,  as  in  the  cafe  of  amputation,  the.  effect 
has  been  hidden,  very  confiderable,  and  capable 
oi  changing,  at  once,  tire  morbid  difpofition  of 
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the  whole  fyftem,  which  can  never  happen  by 
the  trifling  difcharge  of  an  IJflue.  If,  then,  they 
are  ever  to  be  employed,  they  will  be  better  flut- 
ed to  the  chronic  than  the  acute  fpecies  of  the 
malady. 

A more  general  evacuation , attempted  for  the 
cure  of  Confumption,  has  been  that  by  the  Jkin ; 
and  from  the  ackowledged  connexion  or  fympathy 
betwixt  the  fkin  and  lungs,  it  has  promifed  more 
fuccefs  than  any  other.  The  method  of  exciting 
this  difcharge,  and  the  degree  to  which  it  has 
been  carried,  have  varied  much,  according  to  the 
particular  views  of  different  practitioners. 

The  firft  and  fiiupled  means  of  exciting  it,  has 
been  by  cafing  the  patient  in  flannel , which 
fhouldbe  worn  next  the  fkin,  night  and  day  ; pre- 
ferving  him,  at  the  fame  time,  from  much  bodily 
exertion,  except  fiich  exercife  in  the  way  of  gsf- 
tation,  as  may  tend  to  promote  it. 

To  render  the  effects  of  thefe  means  dill  more 
powerful,  the  occafional  exhibition  of  naufeating 
medicines , as  fin  all  dofes  of  Ipecacuhan , or  tome 
mild  Antimoniai  has  been  recommended;  and 
fome  phyficians  carrying  it  dill  farther,  have  ex- 
tolled even  flnart  vomiting  at  this  period  of  the 
difeafe.  For  this  purpofe,  we  find  Dr  Simmons, 
in  particular,  recommending  the  ufe  of  the  Blue  Vi- 
triol. By  his  practice,  it  is  to  be  given  in  the 
morning,  after  previoufly  drinking  a portion  of 
warm  water,  in  the  quantity  of  from  two  grains 
to  twenty,  according  to  the  age  and  flrength  of 
L 2 the 
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the  patient.  This  medicine,  by  a&ing  folely  on 
the  ftomach,  he  remarks,  gives  no  trouble  after 
its  operation,  like  the  Ipecacuhan  or  Antimony  ; 
and  being  pofiefled  alfo  of  an  aftringent  nature, 
no  weaknefs  of  the  organ  lucceeds  it.  Where 
employed  twice  a-week,  the  bed;  confequences, 
he  informs  us,  have  refulted  from  its  ufe.  To  ail 
thefe  remedies,  however,  one  forcible  objection  is 
to  be  offered  ; that  they  are  iimple  palliatives ; 
that  they  merely  alleviate  fomewhat  the  violence 
of  the  fymptoms,  while  its  progrefs  is  Hill  equally 
advancing,  and  the  morbid  weaknefs  daily  in- 
creaiing.  Thus  the  patient,  flattered  after  them, 
by  a lhort  temporary  eafe,  is  lpinning  out  a pre- 
carious and  uncomfortable  exiilence,  without 
their  tending  any  thing  to  a radical  cure  of  his 
complaints ; for  it  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  ftimulus  of  vomiting  can  have  any  power  in 
refolving  the  tubercles,  it  is,  indeed,  too  fevere 
to  be  tonic,  and  too  temporary  to  be  ufeful  if  it 
were  fo. 

Next  to  evacuations , the  fecond  means  we  enu- 
merated in  this  ftage,  again!!  the  inflammation  of 
the  tubercles,  was  the  ufe  of  Refrigerants  ; and 
of  thefe,  the  Vegetable  Acids  have  gained  the  pre- 
ferance.  By  the  late  Sir  John  Elliot,  the  Acid  of 
Lemons  was  even  regarded  as  a fpeciflc  in  this  dif- 
eal'e.  Ice  Cream  has  been  lately  introduced,  we 
are  told,  with  the  huppieA  effects  in  checking  the 
irritation  of  the  Cough,  and  abating  the  violence 
of  the  Hectic.  A diet  of  certain  lub-acid  fruits 
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has  afforded  alfo,  at  times,  inflances  of  cure.  Of 
thefe,  the  Grape  has  been  particularly  mentioned ; 
and,  when  joined  with  favourable  circumftances 
of  external  fituation,  as  a mild  atmofphere,  and 
the  ufe  of  exercife,  it  may  be  fomewhat  confided 
in.  Of  the  Mineral  Acids , none  but  the  Vitriolic , 
in  a very  dilute  ftate,  has  been  employed  here  : 
It  is  recommended  by  De  Haen  ; yet  it  has  not 
met  with  the  fame  encomiums  from  other  practi- 
tioners. 

Of  the  Neutral  Salts,  the  Cream  of  Tartar, 
though  it  has  been  ufed  here,  is  dangerous,  from 
the  natural  tendency  of  the  diieafe  to  loofenefs, 
(or  Diarrhsea).  The  Nitre  has  been  greatly  ex- 
tolled by  Dr  Simmons,  for  the  cure  of  a particular 
fy mptom,  the  Spitting  of  Blood,  (or  'Hemoptyfis)  ; 
as  alfo  the  Sea  Salt  for  the  fame,  by  Dr  Rufli. 

But  the  ufe  of  none  of  thefe  remedies,  we  can 
conlider  as  aCting,  in  the  greater  number  of  cafes, 
towards  a permanent  cure  of  the  malady;  and 
where  they  have  been  fo  fortunate  in  their  effe&s, 
other  circumltances,  I am  afraid,  in  the  fituation 
of  the  patient,  have  been  overlooked,  to  which 
the  cure,  perhaps,  deferved  to  be  afcribed. 

The  third  means,  in  our  enumeration,  for  pre- 
venting the  inflammation  of  the  tubercles,  was  a 
mild  regimen , confiding  entirely  of  Vegetables  and 
Milk.  The  latter,  indeed,  has  been  aimoft  folely 
trufted  to,  as  a fpecific  remedy  for  the  cure  of  Con- 
fumption,from  the  time  of  Hippocrates  to  the  pre- 
fent  day : And  the  opinion,  of  this  diet’s  being  de- 
void 
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void  of  irritation,  and  conveying  to  the  fydem,  at 
the  fame  time,  much  aliment,  in  an  eafy  affimilat- 
ed  form,  edablifhed  its  propriety  as  confonant  to 
reafon  and  common  fenfe.  But  late  experience, 
dronger  than  any  theory,  has  clearly  drawn  that 
tfuch  diet,  carried  to  the  lengths  it  has  generally 
been,  has  been  attended  with  the  word  effects. 
In  Confumption,  in  the  temperate  regions,  it  may 
not,  perhaps,  be  fo  immediately  hurtful ; but,  in 
this  country,  wherever  it  has  been  rigidly  ad- 
here^ to,  it  has  certainly  hurried  on  the  progrefs 
of  the  malady.  The  quick  declenfion  of  the  dif- 
<eafe  to  a dage  of  extreme  debility  ; the  manifed 
appearance  of  the  habit  in  which  it  occurs ; and 
the  crude  watery  fecretions  which  this  habit  dif- 
plays,  are  drong  proofs  that  a weak  and  irnpo- 
veridiing  diet,  is  not  the  mode  of  redoring  that 
energy  to  the  fydem  which  it  dands  in  need  of. 
We  have,  indeed,  indances  of  the  cure  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  under  the  ufe  of  fuch  a diet ; but  it  lias,  at 
the  fame  time,  been  conjoined  with  circumdanees 
of  a drong  tonic  nature,  as  expofure  to  the  open 
air,  and  much  exercife,  which  made  up  by  their 
invigorating  ededts,  for  the  injury  which  this  ex- 
treme of  low  diet  might  have  occafioned.  Be- 
fides,  as  an  additional  objection,  it  may  be  obferv- 
ed,  that  the  vidlims  of  Confumption,  are  found 
chiefly  to  be  tbofe  who  live  in  a date  of  civilization, 
and  are  confined,  for  the  mod  part,  to  fedentary 
occupations : Thefe  perfons  are  accudomed,  ge- 
nerally, to  what  is  termed  good  living.  In  pre- 
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fcribihg,  then,  to  fuch  patients  a Milk  and  Vege- 
table diet,  phyficians  have  not  attended  to  the 
immediate  violence  they  did  their  conftitutions,  by 
fubjediing  them,  all  at  once,  to  a mode  of  living  fo 
different  from  that  to  which  they  had  beenaccuf- 
tomed,  and  at  a time  too  when  an  increafing  date 
of  weaknefs  prevailed  ; for  we  may  here  remark, 
that  the  wonders  of  a Milk  diet , have  been  chiefly 
wrought  in  thofe  habits,  in  which  a ftrengt'h  of 
original  flamina  remained;  not  in  the  weak  flaccid 
frame  of  conlumptive  patients.  Even  in  many 
chronic,  and  almoft  incurable  difeafes,  we  know 
that  the  Salt  of  Milk  has  formed  a fuccefsful 
prefeription.  At  the  fame  time,  in  the  choice 
of  the  diet  of  confumptive  patients,  there  can 
be  little  doubt  but  that  fimplicity  fhould  be 
ftudied ; and  to  this  the  attention  fhould  be 
paid.  One  article,  or  at  leaft  one  kind  of  aliment, 
fhould.  if  poffible,  be  regularly  and  folely  perfifted 
in  ; and,  in  its  choice,  three  circumftances  fhould 
claim  regard  : if l.  That  the  tone  of  the  ftomach 
be  kept  up  by  it  ; id,  That  the  nutrition  of  the 
body  do  qot  decline  ; and  $d,  That  it  produce, 
at  the  fame  time,  little  irritation.  A Milk  and 
Vegetable  diet,  is  improper  on  the  firfl  account, 
as  many  liomachs  cannot  digeft  it  at  ail ; and  if 
brought,  in  time,  to  agree  better  with  it,  frill  the 
digeflion  that enfues continuesimnerfbcf.  Women' s- 
milk  is  certainly  lefs  prejudicial  than  any  other. 
Cow  s -milk  diiagrees,  in  general,  more  than  any 
fort ; and  requires,  either  an  addition  of  lime 
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•water,  or  elfe  to  be  boiled,  to  leffen  its  afcef- 
cency.  Goat’s-milk  can  only  be  ufed  in  the  form 
of  whey,  from  being  fo  apt  to  coagulate.  The 
fame  takes  place  with  Ewe's -milk.  Afs-milk  can 
never  be  employed  in  fuch  a quantity,  as  to  form 
a principal  part  of  diet.  It  is  a cooling  afcefcent 
liquor,  which  may  be  ufeful  in  Hectic,  but  en- 
titled, as  a fpecific,  to  no  farther  praife. 

Inftead,  then,  of  a Milk  and  Vegetable  diet , ex- 
perience has  led  phyficians  to  adopt  a different 
plan  of  treatment,  by  combining  it  with  the  ufe 
of  animal  food,  fuch  as  is  nutritious  without  be- 
ing highly  ftimulant.  Shell-jijh  has  been  found, 
in  particular,  to  anfvver  this  purpofe  beft,  and  has 
been,  therefore,  ftrongly  recommended.  Thus, 
fomething  of  a middle  courfe  betwixt  the  two  ex- 
tremes, from  attending  to  the  nature  of  Confump- 
tion,  is  pointed  out ; and  if  it  fliould  not  tend  to 
cure  the  malady,  or  even  arreft  its  progrefs,  ftill 
the  feelings  of  the  patient  will  be  more  comfort- 
able under  it,  and  the  fymptoms  affedting  the 
flomach  and  bowels,  lefs  violent,  even  to  the  laft. 

But,  in  fpite  of  this  antiphlogiftic  treatment, 
however  judicious  and  powerful,  from  the  inevit- 
able progrefs  of  the  difeafe  in  moft  cafes,  the  pu- 
rulent ftage  has  unavoidably  come  to  be  formed. 
A change  in  the  mode  of  practice  has  according- 
ly enfued,  which  we  are  next  to  examine,  viz.  by 
diredting  it  to  corredt  th Q.  JpeciJic  taint , and  thus, 
though  too  often  without  luccefs,  heal  up  the  ul- 
ceration. 
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The  means  employed  for  this  purpofe  have 
been  various.  One  of  the  firft  that  fuggefted  it- 
felf,  from  analogy  of  their  efiedls  externally,  was 
the  ufe  of  the  Natural  and  Artificial  Baljams ; 
either  given  by  the  ftomach,  or  introduced  by  va- 
pour into  the  lungs.  In  the  latter  form,  they  have 
afforded  fome  temporary  relief  to  the  difficulty  of 
breathing  ; but,  in  the  former,  from  their  heating 
nature,  they  have  always  increafed  the  fymptoms 
of  fever  and  inflammation,  and  proved,  univerfally, 
a means  of  irritation,  without  poffeffing  the  fmall- 
efl:  power  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  ulcer. 
The  leaft  exceptionable  of  them  is  the  T ar  Water. 
The  Myrrh , however  praifed  by  fome,  I have 
found  always  to  fail. 

Some  Mineral  Waters , particularly  the  Briftol, 
have  been  recommended  with  fuccefs  in  this  ftage 
of  confumption.  From  their  gentle  aftringent 
nature,  they  cannot  fail  to  be  ufeful,  in  palliating 
certain  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  ; but  they  are 
never  to  be  confidered  as  poffeffing  powers  cap- 
able of  completing  a radical  cure.  Where  cures 
have  taken  place,  during  their  ufe,  they  muft  have 
depended  on  a combination  of  other  circumftan- 
ces,  which  have  been  overlooked  *. 

* The  Mineral  Waters  in  Britain,  alleciged  to  be  ufeful  in 
Confumption,  are 

Briftol,  in  Gloucefterfhire, 

Bath,  in  Somerfetfhire, 

Matlock,  in  Derbyfliire, 

Buxton,  in  Derbyfhire. 
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In  the  trial  of  different  medicines,  with  a fpe- 
cific  view  again!!  the  ulceration,  Mercury  has  not 
been  omitted.  If,  however,  it  is  hurtful  in  the 
external  forms  of  the  difeafe,  it  mull  be  doubly 
fo  here.  In  every  cafe  in  which  it  has  been  ap- 
plied, I may  confidently  fay,  it  has  hurried  on 
the  termination  of  the  malady,  by  thining  and  dif- 
folving  the  folid,  and  extending  the  progrefs  of 
the  ulceration.  I cannot,  therefore,  account  for 
Mr  White’s  prejudice  in  its  favour  ; when  he  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  milder  preparations  may  be  exhi- 
bited with  the  greateft  fafety.  For,  though  the 
apparent  irritability  of  the  fyltem  is  not  great, 
it  is  here  a dangerous  medicine ; nor  will  its  com- 
bination with  an  Antimonial , leffen  much  its  hurt- 
ful  tendency.  If  it  has  fucceeded  in  Confump- 
tion  with  him,  I may  juftly  affert,  it  has  failed  to, 
anfwer  the  expectations  of  every  other  practition- 
er. 

From  the  benefit  derived  from  the  Bark  in 
External  Scrophula,  its  utility,  as  well  as  that  of 
feveral  vegetable  aftringents,  as  the  Coltsfoot , 
(Tuffilago),  &-c.  has  been  alfo  contended  for  here. 
There  is,  indeed,  little  doubt,  that  its  exhibition, 
in  ccnfiderable  quantities,  has  often  checked,  for 
a time,  the  violence  of  the  Hectic.  But  the 
power  it  has  difplayed  is  by  no  means  permanent ; 
for  the  difeafe  appears  to  acquire,  foon  after,  in- 
creafed  ftrength,  and  the  Tuberculous  Hate  of  the 
lungs  would  feem  to  be  extended  by  it,  as  well  as 
by  the  action  of  every  other  aftringent ; fo  that, 
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over  the  ulceration,  fuch  medicines  appear  to  have 
no  fpecific  effed,  but  the  reverfe. 

Fixed  air  is  a remedy  that  has  been  often  em- 
ployed in  this  ftage  of  Confumption.  By  fome 
refpedable  phylicians,  it  is  afferted  to  have  per- 
formed adual  cures  : But,  though  its  powers,  I 
have  found  always  infufficient  for  this  purpofe, 
there  cannot  be  a doubt,  but  that  in  the  greater 
number  of  cafes  in  which  it  has  been  inhaled,  it 
has  lelfened  fomewhat  the  fymptoms  of  Hedic, 
and  amended  alfo  the  faetor  of  the  difcharge. 

In  the  fame  way,  the  vapours  of  JEther,  dropt 
into  warm  water,  have  been  received  into  the  lungs, 
with  fome  advantage,  as  alfo  the  Jleams  of  warm 
water  itfelf.  In  the  firft  ftage  of  the  difeafe, 
when  there  prevails  a hard  dry  cough,  the  relax- 
ing effed  of  the  warm  fteams  on  the  lungs,  may 
leflen  the  irritation,  and  abate  its  violence  : But 
thefe  are  only  weak  temporary  effeds,  and  do 
little  towards  a cure  of  the  malady. 

An  application  in  this  difeafe,  of  a fomewhat 
Angular  nature,  employed  by  the  Spanilh  phyfi- 
cians,  muft  not  be  omitted.  It  is  the  Earth  Bathy 
much  ufed,  we  are  told,  in  the  provinces  of  Gre- 
nada and  Andalufia.  Though  originally  confin- 
ed entirely  to  this  difeafe,  of  late  its  ufe  has  been 
extended  to  feveral  others,  particularly  the  Scur- 
vy. The  method  of  applying  it  is  this : A pit  is 
dug  in  a piece  of  ground  where  no  plants  grow, 
fufficiently  large  to  bury  the  patient  to  the  chin, 
and  the  earth  is  carefully  prefied  in  about  him, 
M2  9U 
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on  all  Tides,  when  interred,  that  its  full  effect 
may  take  place.  The  patient  is  continued  in 
this  fituation  till  he  fliiver,  or  feel  uneafy ; 
and  during  the  time  he  is  fhut  up,  he  is  Tup- 
plied  with  Tome  cordial  medicine  : On  being 
taken  out,  he  is  then  laid  on  a mattrafs,  and  care- 
fully covered  up  ; Toon  after  which  he  is  ltrongly 
rubbed  with  an  ointment,  in  doing  which,  the 
fridfion,  is,  no  doubt,  the  chief  advantage.  This 
treatment,  we  are  told,  has  been  fuccefsfully  re- 
peated by  fome  phyficians  in  other  quarters,  in 
fome  few  inftances.  We  can  hardly  fuppofe  its 
adtion  to  depend,  as  generally  explained,  on  the 
influence  of  the  effluvia  from  the  foil.  From  the 
fucceeding  application  of  warmth  and  friction, 
which  are  conlidered  fo  neceflary,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  the  benefit  arifes  from  the  principle  of 
reaction,  and  that  a powerful  determination  to  the 
furface  enfues,  relieving  fomewhat  the  affedlion 
of  the  lungs. 

On  the  fame  principle,  may  be  inftanced  a 
cafe  of  the  cure  of  confumption  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, by  means  of  the  Cold  Bath.  It  occurred, 
we  are  told,  in  a Negro,  whofe  conftitution  retain- 
ing much  innate  vigour,  was  capable  of  this 
powerful  reaction;  but  it  is  a dangerous  remedy, 
and  never  to  be  employed  in  weak  habits. 

Such  are  the  various  remedies  employed  in  Con- 
fumption ; and,  from  a review  of  their  effects,  as  de- 
tailed in  the  preceding  account,  the  inefficacy  of 
both  medicine  and  regimen , in  the  general  run  of 
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cafes,  comes  to  be  eftablifhed  in  its  removal.  Re- 
garding them,  then,  in  a fecondary  light,  or  Ample 
palliatives  of  the  diforder,  a more  important  indica- 
tion in  the  treatment,  very  early  prefented  itfelfto 
phyiicians,  founded  chiefly  on  a confideration  of 
the  peculiar  feat  of  Confumption,  a part  fo  power- 
fully afiedled  by  the  flate  of  atmofphere ; and 
alfo  from  obfervation  of  the  known  effects  of  the 
latter,  in  the  external  forms  of  Scrophula.  This 
indication  conflfts  in  the  choice  of  a lituation 
for  the  patient,  of  a certain  high  temperature  ; 
and  to  keep  it  up  uniformly  to  that  degree, 
fo  as  to  exclude  the  effects  of  variation,  if  pof- 
fible  ; but  more  particularly  ftill,  thofe  of  cold. 
As  this  can  only  be  properly  done  by  change  of 
climate , the  latter  has  been  regarded,  for  long,  as 
an  infallible  cure  for  this  difeafe.  Hence  the 
removal  to  a mild  atmofphere,  forms  the  fixed 
prefcription  for  this  malady ; and  certain  fixa- 
tions, from  their  fuppofed  efficacy  in  this  view, 
have  long  acquired  the  diflinguifhing  appellation 
of  Medical  Climates , in  our  own  country,  as 
well  as  on  the  Continent.  In  Britain  the  only 
lituation  that  deferves,  perhaps,  this  name,  is  the 
neighbourhood  of  Brijlol : But,  on  the  Continent, 
there  is  a confiderable  variety  to  make  choice  of. 
The  fouth  of  France,  and  Italy  have  been  long  in 
repute,  as  Lyons,  Montpelier,  Naples,  Rome,  Hayjes „ 
MarJ'eilles,  Toulon,  and  Nice,  which  are  juftly 
reckoned  the  belt  in  Europe,  and  greatly  reforted 
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to  as  the  winter  abode  of  Confumptive  patients  *. 
Naples  and  Meffina  are  alfo  excellent  fummer 
climates.  Befides  thefe,  Lifbon  and  Madeira , 
have  of  late  been  often  preferred,  efpecially  the 
latter,  where  the  variation  of  weather  is  not  much 
more  than  15  degrees  during  the  whole  year. 

But  even  this  change  of  climate,  to  the  fitua- 
tions  enumerated,  has  not,  unfrequently,  like 
the  other  remedies  in  Confumption,  failed  of 
fuccefs.  It  feems,  indeed,  from  a candid  re- 
view of  its  effects,  to  deferve  being  depend- 
ed on,  only  where  the  difeafe  is  ftill  at  an  early 
period,  where  the  Hedic  is  flight,  and  the 
expedoration  not  arrived  at  the  full  purulent 
date ; fo  that  the  patient  is  ftill  capable  of  con- 
joining, at  the  fame  time,  the  means  of  invigorat- 
ing his  conftitution  by  exercife.  In  every  weak 
ftate  of  body,  and  in  none  more  than  that  which 
attends  Confumption,  the  ufe  of  exercife  forms  an 
obvious  indication  in  the  cure.  Hence,  Riding 
on  Horfeback , was  efteemed  by  Sydenham,  with- 
out any  change  of  climate,  an  infallible  remedy 
in  this  difeafe,  not  lefs  than  Bark  in  an  Intermit- 
tent, or  Mercury  in  the  Veneral  difeafe.  Since 
his  time,  however,  a more  enfeebled  ftate  of  con- 

* We  may  judge  how  general  the  refort  is  to  fuch  places,  or 
rather  how  general  the  prefcription  of  change  of  climate,  when 
it  is  computed  that  there  are  feldom  lefs  than  20,000  Britifli 
fubje<5ls  in  France  and  Italy  ; one  half  of  whom  refide  or  travel 
in  thefe  countries  for  their  health.  In  thefe  cafes  the  diforder 
is  almoft  always  Confumption. 
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ftitution,  marks  the  vidims  of  Confumption  ; and 
gejlation  of  various  kinds  has  been  preferred. 
Some  phylicians  have  even  alledged,  that  the 
hard  exercife  of  Horfeback  has  accelerated  the 
progrefs  of  the  malady ; particularly  when  ufed 
indifcriminately,  or  at  thofe  times  of  the  day 
when  the  fymptoms  of  Hedic  are  ftrong.  The 
motion  of  a carriage  is,  perhaps,  too  eafy  for  the 
general  run  of  Confumptive  cafes,  in  the  way  of 
exercife  ; but  on  this  account,  it  is  better  adapt- 
ed to  thofe  lituations  of  the  difeafe,  combined 
with  Spitting  of  Blood  (or  Hemoptyfis).  Hence, 
we  have  inftances,  where  this  fymptom  was  in- 
flantly  checked  by  the  motion  of  a carriage,  and 
only  recurred  on  its  being  difcontinued  : But  the 
motion  of  a carriage,  to  be  at  all  ufeful,  as  a re- 
medy in  Confumption,  fhould  be  carried  to  the 
length  of  a long  journey , and  as  little  intermiffion 
of  it,  as  poffible,  take  place  while  the  fymptoms 
are  urgent.  Swinging  is  a fpecies  of  exercife 
lately  introduced,  and  is  much  more  powerful 
than  the  former,  and  not  fo  violent  as  Riding. 
It  forms,  therefore,  a happy  medium,  and  if  prac- 
tifed  in  the  open  air,  it  will  be  found  highly  fer- 
viceable. 

As  combining  the  effeds  of  gejlation  and  change 
of  climate  at  the  fame  time,  Sailing  became  very 
early  a remedy  againft  this  diforder.  Though 
employed  by  the  antients,  with  whom  a voyage 
from  Rome  to  Egypt  was  a favourite  prefcription, 
it  had  gone  a good  deal  into  difufe,  till  its  utility 
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was  revived,  and  ftrongly  enforced  by  the  writ- 
ings of  the  late  Dr  Gilehrift.  The  air,  at  fea,  is 
allowed  to  be  generally  milder,  and  more  heady 
than  on  land;  and  it  is  obferved,  as  a proof  of  this, 
that  people  at  fea  never  complain  of  cold  till  they 
come  into  foundings.  Betides,  the  coftivenefs 
which  commonly  occurs  at  fea,  Ihews  that  it  ads 
ftrongly  in  determining  the  fluids  from  the  inter- 
nal parts,  a leading  indication  in  Confumption. 

Formerly  Abort  voyages,  as  a trip  to  Lifbon  or 
Madeira,  was  deemed  fufficient ; but  fuch  voy- 
ages being  often  unfuccefsful  in  the  cure,  the  de- 
fed  was  commonly  attributed  to  the  late  period 
of  the  difeafe  at  which  fuch  a remedy  was  em- 
ployed; granting  this  to  have  been,  at  times, 
the  cafe,  and  that  the  pitiful  and  emaciated 
remains  of  youth  and  beauty  were  often  cruelly 
carried  away  to  breath  out  their  laft  in  a foreign 
foil, more  attentive  experience  has  now  fhown,that 
both  the  climate  and  voyage  were  equally  in  fault. 
At  the  period  of  the  feafon,  at  which  patients  are 
generally  ordered  for  the  neighbouring  climates 
of  Lifbon  or  Montpelier  in  order  to  cheat  the  win- 
ter, there  prevails,  on  their  arrival,  much  damp, 
and  rainy  weather,  though  not  cold  ; and,  inftead 
of  enjoying,  on  their  landing,  the  means  of  re- 
ftoration,  they  are  confined  to  their  apartments, 
and  deprived  even  of  that  geftation  they  enjoyed 
while  on  board.  The  choice  of  climate,  there- 
fore, Ihould  be  to  a much  more  fouthern  one  than 
what  is  commonly  prefcribed.  Befides  the  ad- 
vantage 
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vantage  of  the  voyage  confifts  entirely  in  a con- 
ftant  refidence  at  fea  ; and  the  length  of  time 
may  be,  therefore,  faid  to  conftitute  the  fuccefs. 
From  obfervation  then  of  thefe  caufes  of  failure 
in  the  practice  of  phyficians  in  this  difeafe,  the 
prefcription  of  a voyage  is  now  extended,  at  once, 
to  the  latitude  of  the  Ealt  or  Well  Indies,  and 
confidered  as  the  only  infallible  mode  of  relief, 
which,  indeed,  it  frequently  proves,  for,  if  reco- 
verable at  all,  the  fymptoms  are  removed  before 
the  arrival  of  the  patient ; and  to  enfure  it  Hill 
farther,  by  increafing  the  degree  of  geftation,  the 
patient,  during  the  voyage,  fhould  deep,  or  lie  in  a 
cot  or  hammock. 

We  have  thus  detailed  the  principal  variety  of 
practice  in  this  difeafe ; but  whatever  treatment 
we  adopt,  certain  fymptoms  occur  in  it,  which, 
independent  of  fuch  treatment,  require  a feparate 
attention  : Thefe  are  the  Cough ; and  in  the 
end  of  the  difeafe,  the  loofenefs,  (or  Diarrhaea). 
For  alleviating  the  Cough,  Demulcents  have  been 
the  remedy  molt  commonly  reforted  to ; but 
their  effedt,  even  as  palliatives,  has  been  weak. 
Opium , therefore,  forms  a more  certain  medicine ; 
and  from  the  hiilory  of  the  difeafe  formerly  de- 
livered, it  will  appear,  that  it  is  chiefly  in  the 
night  time  the  indication  for  its  ufe  prevails. 
The  irritation  of  the  cough  is  molt  happily  re- 
moved by  it ; and  after  palling  the  night,  if  not 
always  in  deep,  at  lead:  in  peace  and  ferenity, 
the  patient  ipits  up  in  the  morning,  ac  once,  the 
N accumulation 
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accummulation  ofdifcharge  collected  in  the  night, 
and  the  effects  of  the  Opiate  ceafe,  fo  that  the 
fuppreflion  of  expectoration  is  merely  temporary. 

It  is  efteemed  the  belt  form,  to  combine  the 
Opiate  here  with  a Demulcent , as  the  Mucilage  of 
Gum  Arabic , of  Quince  Seeds , or  of  Tragacantb ; and, 
in  order  to  correct  its  inflammatory  tendency,  the 
addition  of  an  Acid , as  a few  drops  of  the  Spirit  or 
Elixir  of  Vitriol,  has  at  the  fame  time  been  joined. 

The  fecond  fymptom,  the  Loofenefs,  (or  Diar- 
rhoea), is  ff ill  more  troublefome  to  palliate  than 
the  Cough  ; and  it  is  attempted  in  various  ways. 
The  jirjl,  and  molt  common  practice  has  been  by 
the  ufe  of  ajlringents , as  the  Japonic  Confection , 
Gum  Kino,  &~c. ; but  thefe  proving  ineffectual 
to  check  its  progrefs,  their  combination  with 
Opium  has  next  been  reforted  to,  which  has  render- 
ed their  effeCts  more  permanent.  Befides  this  prac- 
tice, proceeding  on  the  idea  of  an  acrimony  con- 
nected with  the  difcharge,  abforbents  and  demul- 
cents have  been  alfo  employed,  as  the  Cretaceous 
Potion,  Hartjhorn  Decoction,  and  the  different  Mu- 
cilages fpecified  again  ft  the  Cough;  wdflle  fome 
practitioners  conceiving  the  acrimony  to  be  ra- 
ther of  a putrefcent  nature,  have  preferred,  inflead 
of  the  above  remedies,  the  ufe  of  mild  Anti- 
feplics,  as  the  acid  of  ripe  fruits,  and  fome  Nev- 
tral  Salts,  particularly  the  Saline  jfulap,  in  a flate 
of  effervefcence  ; with  thefe,  not  un  frequently, 
the  Opiate  is  alfo  combined  as  above. 
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Having  thus  detailed  all  the  variety  of  practice 
in  this  difeafe,  and  fhewn  its  general  inefficacy, 
as  confirmed  by  the  pradice  of  all  phylicians, 
except  in  a'  very  few  cafes,  before  leaving  the 
fubjed,  we  fhall  bring  into  one  point  of  view,  the 
more  driking  fads  refpeding  the  nature  of  the 
malady,  in  order  to  eflablifh  more  clearly,  what 
fhould  be  our  future  procedure  in  attempting  it’s 
cure. 

From  the  mofl  accurate  obfervations  on  the 
nature  of  Pulmonary  Confumption,  it  appears, 

i That  it  is  a malady,  both  entirely  unknown 
in  favage  life,  and  alio  in  that  which  approaches 
moil  nearly  to  the  natural  date. 

2.  That  it  is  lefs  common  in  the  country  than 
in  towns. 

3.  Thatperfons  who  carry  on  employments  in  the 
open  air,  are  lefs  fubjeded  to  its  attacks  than  others. 

4.  That  a fedentary  life  is  mod  expofed  to  it. 
Hence  women  are  oftener  its  vi'dims  than  men. 

From  thefe  fads,  we  are  certainly  led  to  regard 
it  as  a general  weakened  date  of  conditution,  par- 
ticularly difplaying  itfelf  in  the  lungs,  being  the 
effed  of  civilization  and  confinement  combined. 
To  drengthen  thefe  fads  dill  more,  the  conftitu- 
tions  of  its  vidims,  we  find,  in  general,  marked 
by  drong  fymptoms  of  debility,  viz.  by  a lax,  de- 
licate folid,  a proportional  irritability,  crude  wa- 
tery fecretions,  &c. ; and  if  we  carry  our  invedi- 
gation,  dill  farther,  to  that  particular  part  of  the 
body  which  forms  the  immediate  feat  of  the  dif- 
eafe, the  very  limits  of  life  appear,  as  it  were, 
N 2 contraded 
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contracted  there ; the  extent  of  vitality,  in  fo 
important  an  organ,  is  gradually  diminifhed,  and 
it  is  rendered  unfit  to  convey  to  the  fyftem  that 
fupply  of  vital  fluid  with  which  health  and  vi- 
gour are  connected. 

When  fuch  a general,  and  ftrongly  marked 
flate  of  weaknefs  prevails,  we  are  certainly  not  to 
expedt  a cure  by  any  other  means  than  fuch  as 
invigorate  the  fyftem  ; neither  mult  the  means 
applied  for  this  purpofe  be  of  a temporary  nature; 
their  operation  mult  be  permanent,  capable  of 
changing  entirely  the  exifting  morbid  difpofition 
over  the  body,  before  they  can  remove  the  affection 
from  the  part.  It  is  thus  that  madnefs  and  preg- 
nancy feem  to  adt.  The  former  produces  a molt 
rigid  and  invigorated  ftate  of  fibre,  which  comr 
municates  itfelf  to  every  part,  even  the  brain  it- 
felf,  as  appears  by  defection  : Hence,  the  uncom- 
mon exertions  of  which  maniacs  are  capable  ; 
The  latter  both  increafes  the  tone  of  fibre,  and 
alfo  gives  a particular  determination  of  the  fluids, 
from  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  to  a diftant  parti 

In  examining  the  weaknefs  attending  Con- 
fumption,  it  is  alfo  to  be  remarked,  that  it 
appears  of  a peculiar  kind.  It  is  difplayed 
firft  in  a fpecific  acrimony  of  the  fluids  ; next  in 
a lofs  of  tone,  or  flaccid  ftate  of  the  folids ; and 
thefe  ftates  are,  in  fome  degree,  independent  of 
each  other,  for  the  remedies  that  remove  Ample 
weaknefs,  have  little  or  no  effedt  on  the  fluids ; 
and  laft  of  all,  it  is  difplayed  in  a defedt  of  the 
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invigorating  principle,  introduced  by  the  full 
and  healthy  powers  of  refpiration.  From  this 
view  then,  three  indications  are  neceflary  to  be 
attended  to,  in  every  attempt  at  a cure. 

1 . The  firjl  is,  corredting  this  acrid  Hate  of  the 
fluids,  which  we  contend  is  a primary  and  effen- 
tial  point,  in  vain  hitherto  attempted  by  phyfi- 
cians,  or  at  leaft  by  very  improper  means. 

For  this  purpofe,  the  diet  requires  a very  par- 
ticular regulation  ; and  without  this,  no  progrefs 
will  be  made  in  the  cure,  as  well  as  a regular  and 
powerful  application  of  medicine  ; for  there  is  a 
principle  of  vitality  wanting,  if  I may  ufe  the  ex- 
preffion,  in  the  fluids  of  Scrophulous  patients, 
which  miift  be  reftored. 

2.  The  feconcl  is  invigorating  the  folid  by  a 
permanent  and  regular  ftimulus,  fuited  to  the 
particular  degree  of  weaknefs,  predominant  in 
the  difeafe.  On  this  head,  the  fadts  of  Dr  Rulh, 
in  his  medical  enquiries,  are  highly  fatisfaclory  ; 
and  they  deferve  much  attention  from  every 
pradlitioner,  who  aims  at  a radical  cure  of  this 
diforder.  From  the  cafes  adduced  by  him,  it  ap- 
pears clear,  that  Jevere  and  continued  exercife , 
where  the  body  is  not  too  far  reduced,  or  fuch 
fubftitutions  for  it,  as  poffefs  a powerful  tonic  effect, 
are  the  only  means  that  have  as  yet  been  effec- 
tual in  the  removal  of  Confumption  ; and  that  the 
great  aim  fhould  be,  to  bring  back  the  conflitu- 
tion  to  the  original  vigour  it  poffeffes  in  a natural 
ftate,  before  enfeebled  by  artificial  means.  To 
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do  this,  refolution  is  required  on  the  part  of  the 
patient,  and  much  judgement  on  that  of  the  phy- 
fician,  to  proportion  the  means  to  the  exad  de- 
gree of  vveaknefs  that  prevails.  It  is  from  a want 
of  attention  to  this  circumftance  that  fo  many 
failures  in  the  cure  have  occurred  ; and  that  the 
prescription  of  Sydenham,  viz.  Riding  on  Horfe- 
back,  has  been  fo  often  blamed  by  modern  prac- 
titioners. 

The  third  indication  that  remains,  is  Supplying 
the  lungs  with  the  proper  quantity  of  Salubrious 
fluid,  fuch  as  is  Sufficient  to  produce  the  necefiary 
changes  in  the  fyftem,  that  refpiration  performs  ; 
and  as  the  lungs,  from  their  difeafed  State,  are 
unfit  to  receive  the  quantity  they  formerly  did  in 
health,  this  fluid  Should  be  chofen  of  a nature 
more  Suited  for  this  effed.  Hence  a dry  light 
air  is  to  be  preferred  ; and  where  attention  is  paid 
to  the  former  indications,  the  degree  of  tempera- 
ture will  be  lefs  an  object  of  importance,  for  a 
number  of  fads  confirm  the  observation,  that 
cures  have  been  made  in  cold,  as  wrell  as  in  more 
temperate  fituations. 

On  theSe  principles,  we  are  confident,  that  a 
mode  of  pradice  may' be  regulated,  fo  that  this 
form  of  the  difeafe  may  be  lefs  fatal,  and  only  in 
its  ultimate  Stages  prove  irrecoverable. 
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Sect.  3.  Of  the  Local  Treatment  of  Scrophula. 

"C’ROM  the  Conftitutional,  we  proceed  now  to 
^ the  Local  Treatment  of  Scrophula.  It  has 
varied  according  to  the  different  ftages  of  the 
difeafe  ; or  according  as  it  has  appeared,  either 
in  the  form  of  fwelling  ulceration,  or  an  affedtion 
of  the  joints.  At  the  fame  time,  we  may  fay, 
with  confidence,  that  external  applications  have 
hardly  been  of  any  fervice  in  this  malady.  It 
is  proper,  however,  to  remark,  that  though  Scro- 
phula is  always  in  its  commencement,  a conftitu- 
tional  difeafe,  yet,  frequently  in  its  external 
forms,  it  becomes  entirely  local  in  its  progrefs. 
Thus,  on  the  changes  of  habit  taking  place  at 
the  age  of  puberty,  which  remove  it,  the  affec- 
tion of  the  part,  from  the  extent  of  the  local 
lefion,  will  often  continue  for  years,  turning  nei- 
ther better  nor  worfe ; and  if  remedied  in  the 
end,  it  is  only  by  local  applications,  unconnected 
entirely  with  any  general  adlion  on  the  fyltem, 

1.  Swellings. 

We  fhall  firft  enumerate  the  principal  reme- 
dies employed  again!!  the  Page  of  Swelling. 

One  of  the  molt  powerful,  is  the  fleams  of 
warm  water  received  on  the  part.  They  have 
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been  occafionally  medicated  with  a variety  of 
herbs;  but  this  has  added  nothing  to  their  powers, 
for  they  are  equally  effe&ual  in  their  limple  ftate. 
The  application  fhould  be  repeated  twice  or 
thrice  a day,  and  the  part  afterwards  covered 
with  a piece  of  flannel  or  fur : It  is  often  fuc- 
cefsful  in  reducing  the  fiz,e  of  the  fvvelling,  if 
early  employed,  though  apt,  when  late,  to  urge 
on  the  fuppuration. 

Another  practice,  ftill  more  powerful  than  this, 
has  been  the  ufe  of  Elettricity , that  is,  by  infu- 
lating  the  patient,  an4  drawing  fparks  from  the 
tumor  till  flight  inflammation  is  produced.  The 
application  fhould  be  made  daily,  for  the  fpace  of 
five  or  fix  minutes  at  a time  ; and  where  the 
fwelling  is  not  far  advanced,  we  have  many  in- 
ftances  of  its  fuccefs. 

The  ufe  of  Mercurial  Ointment  is  frequently 
had  recourfe  to  in  this  ftage,  and  is  alleged  to 
prove  highly  beneficial,  particularly  when  aflifted 
by  the  adtion  of  any  of  the  former  remedies. 

To  thefe,  which  are  the  mofl  fuccefsful,  a long 
lift  of  other  difcutients  might  be  added,  in  the 
various  forms  of  Flaijler,  Solution , Cataplafm  and 
Liniment. 

Of  the  firjl,  is  the  Ammoniac  and  Soap  Plaijler ; 
and  a ftill  ftronger  difcutient , the  mixture  of  FreJT) 
Gall  and  Soap  Liniment.  On  thefe  we  may  ob- 
ferve,  that  in  the  jirjl  ftage,  they  are  fometimes 
fuccefsful ; that  they  are  always  fafeft  where  the 
difeafe  occurs  in  a torpid  habit ; but  wherever 
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any  degree  of  inflammation  from  them  takes 
place  in  the  fwelling,  all  hopes  of  difcuflion  are 
then  at  an  end. 

Of  the  fecond  form,  or  the  Solution , the  Satur- 
nine Applications , MmdereriW  Spirit , and  the 
Avimmi at ed  Water  much  diluted,  are  the  molt  pre- 
ferable. They  have  the  advantage  of  the  for- 
mer, in  giving  little  or  no  pain ; and  by  their 
aftringent  efifebt  on  the  lkin,  they  have  a greater 
chance  to  prevent  fuppuration.  The  Sea-wreck 
Lotion,  (or  Alga  Marina),  mull  not  be  omitted, 
the  favourite  application  of  Dr  Ruflel : We  con- 
ceive it  to  be  only  ufeful  from  the  fait  it  contains. 

Of  the  Catapiafm,  the  chief  fox'ms  are  the  Hem- 
lock Poultice , with  Lead,  and  the  Sea-water  Pul- 
tice  ; though  they  have  been  all  ufeful,  on  parti- 
cular occafions,  from  the  heat  they  contain,  they 
are  apt  to  urge  on  fuppuration ; and  they  have, 
therefore,  on  the  whole,  done  more  harm  than 
benefit  in  this  difeafe. 

Of  the  Liniments , we  may  enumerate  the  Vola- 
tile Liniment , and  the  Opodeldock  Baljam,  The 
former,  to  be  fuccefsful,  Ihould  poflefs  a greater 
proportion  of  the  Ammoniated  Water ; and  the 
latter  alfo,  to  render  it  more  penetrating,  in  this 
cafe,  Ihould  have  a greater  quantity  of  the  Cam- 
phor dilfolved  in  it.  With  thel'e  alterations,  they 
will  be  found  fuccefsful,  at  times.  A Liniment , 
even  of  Camphor  itfelf,  and  Oil,  has  been  recom- 
mended. 


O 


From 


OF  SCROPHULA. 


•io  6 

From  the  inefficacy  of  all  the  above  applica- 
tions, in  fo  many  cafes,  and,  from  confidering 
the  fwelling,  as  arifing  from  a certain  morbific 
matter  contained  in  the  gland,  practitioners  were 
often  led  to  attempt  the  difcuflion  of  it,  in  a more 
expeditious  way  than  the  former,  viz.  by  opening 
a drain  in  a fituation  contiguous,  fo  as  to  draw  olF 
the  congeftion  from  the  gland.  This  they  en- 
deavoured to  accomplifh  by  means  of  Blijlers , 
Iffiies,  and  Setons ; but  thefe,  though,  at  times, 
effectual  means  in  fufpending  the  progrefs  of  the 
fwelling,  and  much  recommended,  have  equally 
feldom,  with  the  other  remedies,  completed  a cure 
here,  and  are,  now,  never  confided  in  by  the  molt 
experienced  practitioners ; but  we  fhall  have  oc- 
cafion  to  enter  more  fully  on  the  aCtion  of  Blif- 
ters  elfewhere. 

From  the  progrefs  of  the  fwelling,  in  fpite  of 
the  above  numerous  applications , continuing  ftill  to 
proceed,  and  to  terminate  in  the  ulcerative  pro- 
cefs,  to  avoid  the  latter  as  much  as  poffible,  many 
practitioners,  on  rational  grounds,  endeavoured  to 
bring  on,  by  the  ufe  of  emollient  and  maturating  poul- 
tices, a more  full  and  regular  fuppuration,  fo  that* 
on  the  rupture  of  the  teguments,  a ipeedy  and  com- 
plete renovation  of  the  part  might  be  enfured. 
But  in  this  attempt  too,  their  applications  have 
univerfally  failed  ; and,  on  the  contrary,  have 
often  rendered  the  ulcerations  worfe ; Hence,  in 
modern  practice,  it  has  been  laid  down  as  the  belt 
general  rule,  to  allow  Scrophuious  1 welling?  to 
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break  of  themfelves,  the  healing,  in  fuch  cafes, 
being  always  found  earlier,  and  more  kindly. 

2.  Ulcerations. 

After  a Scropliulous  fwelling  has  once  arrived 
at  a date  of  ulceration,  it  has  been,  next,  a quef- 
tion  with  fome  practitioners,  whether  the  fore 
Ihould  be  healed  up  at  all ; proceeding,  on  the 
idea,  that  while  the  morbid  difpofition  continues 
in  the  fyltem,  on  being  healed  up,  it  breaks  out 
elfewhere.  This  is  the  opinion  of  Mr  Bell*,  and 
it  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  this  author,  in  the 
fame  part  of  his  w'ork^  contends,  that  no  acrimo- 
ny whatever  exids  in  Scrophula,  which  he  endea- 
vours to  prove  from  the  indolence  of  the  Scro- 
phulous  fwelling,  and  the  fmall  edeCl  of  medi- 
cines correcting  acrimony  in  the  cure.  If  no  acri- 
mony exids,  where  is  the  danger  of  any  trandation 
of  morbific  matter,  for  it  is  certainly  only  on  this 
idea  that  danger  can  proceed  ? Neither,  on  fird 
breaking  out,  lias  the  conditution  been  accudom- 
ed  to  any  difeharge,  the  drying  up  of  which  would 
be  injurious.  Mr  Bell’s  opinion  on  this  head, 
appears  purely  hypothetical,  and  is  the  relique  of 
a very  old  theory,  which  is  given  up  in  every  other 
part  of  his  works.  At  lead,  rve  may  fafely  fay, 
the  appearance  of  the  difeafe  in  other  parts,  mud 
depend  on  other  caufes,  no  way  conneCled  with 

* Vide  Bell  on  Ulcers,  page  425. 
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the  healing  of  the  external  fore  ; and  this  appear- 
ance, we  are  perfuaded,  would  equally  take  place, 
were  the  fore  kept  open  : Indeed  experience 
fhews  it  every  day. 

The  fame  variety  of  applications  has  been  ufed 
in  this,  as  in  the  former  ftage  of  the  malady,  and 
too  often  with  the  fame  want  of  fuccels. 

The  firjl  we  fhall  enumerate,  are  the  different 
preparations  of  lead,  chiefly  in  the  form  of  oint- 
ment, as  Goulard's  Cerate,  the  Saturnine  Ointment, 
Ceruffa  Ointment.  Their  powers,  however,  are 
feldom  more  than  palliative,  in  preventing  fome- 
what  the  extenfion  of  the  fore,  and  an  increafe  of 
inflammation ; but  as  adually  healing  it,  they 
are  feldom  to  be  trufted  to. 

The  application  of  parts  of  certain  ajlringent. 
vegetables,  either  in  a recent  ftate,  or  formed  into 
ointment,  Iras  been  frequent  in  empyrical  pradtice; 
and  often  too,  it  is  alledged,  with  fuccefs,  as  the 
Vervain  Ointment,  Elder  Ointment,  TuJJilago  Oint- 
ment, &-c.  This  is  certainly  an  imitation,  as  far 
as  we  have  accounts,  of  the  favage  practice.  The 
powers  of  fuch  remedies  mull,  no  doubt,  be  weak, 
but  by  long  continuance  of  them,  the  fores  come, 
to  get  better,  at  any  rate,  and  thus  they  acquire 
a reputation  they  are  no  way  entitled  to. 

A Solution  of  Myrrh  in  Lime-water,  is  recom- 
mended as  a ufeful  lotion  here  by  Mr  White,  an<J 
to  drefs  the  fore  afterwards  with  Saponaceous  Ce- 
rate. By  this  method,  the  difcharge,  at  leaft, 
will  change  more  from  the  mucous  to  the  puru- 
lent 
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lent  ftate,  and  thus  a confiderable  ftep  towards 
healing  will  be  gained. 

The  favourite  application  here,  with  Dr  Cul- 
len, and  a very  limple  one,  is  wet  cloths  to  the 
part,  renewed  as  often  as  they  appear  to  dry. 
They  are  continued  only  during  the  day,  and 
give  place  to  the  ufe  of  fome  common  emollient 
liniment  at  night.  Common-water  he  even  pre- 
fers to  Salt-water , or  any  other  impregnation  for 
this  purpofe. 

After  thefe  applications  of  a mild  nature,  we 
mull  not  omit  the  ufe  of  certain  Efcharotics,  re- 
commended here.  The  Red  Precipitate , fprink- 
led  gently  on  the  fores,  has  often  been  found  to 
produce  a laudable  fuppuration,  and  to  induce 
them  to  heal.  Verdegrife  has  been  alfo  ufed,  but 
it  occasions  much  pain  in  the  application.  The 
bed  Efcharotic,  if  they  are  at  all  admiffible,  is  the 
Burnt- alum,  and  a portion  of  it  mixed  with  any 
mild  ointment,  has  been  experienced  by  Dr  Cul- 
len, a very  ferviceable  application. 

F rom  the  general  flaccidity  attendant  on  this 
difeafe,  prejfure  is  a remedy  more  fuited  to  it  than 
any  other  fpecies  of  ulcer  • and  whatever  fpecific 
application  is  ufed  to  the  fore,  it  Ihould  never  be 
omitted.  It  fhould  be  here  pretty  confiderable, 
and  alfo  conftant  and  regular,  to  enfure  fuccefs. 
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Sect  4.  Of  the  Particular  Local  Treatment  of 
Scrophula. 

E have  thus  detailed  the  Local  Treatment 


of  Scrophula  in  a general  way ; but  be- 
fore leaving  the  fubjedt,  it  remains  to  examine  it 
ftill  farther,  as  fpecially  applied  to  the  cure  of 
Sore  Eyes  and  White  Swelling. 

Of  the  Treatment  of  Scrophulous  Sore  Eyes. 

* 

The  treatment  of  this  affection,  is  a very 
troublefome  and  tedious  talk. 

When  attacking  the  eye  itfelf,  as  obferved  at 
length  in  its  hiftory,  the  inflammation  is  highly 
acute  and  rapid  in  its  progrefs,  fo  that  the  moil 
powerful  means  are  often  ineffectual  to  check  its 
violence.  If  confiderable  fever  prevail,  general 
bleeding  fhould  be  immediately  performed,  and  is 
molt  uleful  from  the  adjacent  veffels,  as  the  ju- 
gular vein,  or  temporal  artery.  This  is  to  be  fuc- 
ceeded,  without  delay,  by  a confiderable  evacua- 
tion alfo,  from  the  inflamed  part,  either  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  application  of  Leeches  ; or  if  thefe 
fhould  prove  inadequate  in  their  operation,  by 
means  of  the  Scarificator.  To  thefe  active  re- 
medies, may  be  added  the  frequent  ufe  of  Purga- 
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lives,  and  a rigorous  antiphlogijlic  regimen , efpeci- 
ally  in  an  entire  exclufion  from  light  and  heat. 

To  this  treatment,  in  the  greater  proportion  of 
cafes,  the  violence  of  the  inflammation  will  yield ; 
but  wherever  it  is  neceflary,  the  fame  means  may 
be  even  repeated;  or,  in  place  of  them,  if  there  pre- 
vail more  pain  than  violent  inflammation,  Bli/lers 
may  be  next  applied  to  the  head  behind  the  ears, 
to  the  temples,  or  even  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and 
the  difcharge  from  them  kept  open  afterwards, 
in  the  form  of  an  IJfue  ; but  where  the  principal 
fymptom  is  rather  pain,  than  apparent  inflamma- 
tion, the  topical  ufe  of  Opium , injefted  into  the 
eye,  in  a few  drops  of  a Jlrong  watery  Jolution  ; or 
even  of  the  Liquid  Laudanum , has  been  attended 
with  the  belt  effeds.  By  fome  authors,  a Decoc- 
tion of  Henbane , (Hyofciamus)  in  milk,  has  been 
preferred  for  this  purpofe, 

By  thefe  means,  rigoroufly  perfevered  in,  this 
affection  will  be,  for  the  molt  part,  fuccefsfully 
removed  ; but,  in  fome  cafes,  an  unfavourable 
termination  enfues,  and  this,  termination  confifts, 
either  in  the  formation  of  a film  or  fpeck,  an 
ulcer,  or  a general  fuppuration  of  the  organ. 

The  treatment  of  the  firlt  will  depend  much 
on  its  nature,  and  alfo  its  fituation,  with  refpect 
to  the  interruption  of  viflon.  In  every  cafe, 
wrhere  it  fhews  a degree  of  prominence,  beyond 
the  furfaee  of  the  cornea,  the  ufe  of  gentle  Efcha- 
rotics  may  be  trufted  to  for  its  removal,  fuch  as 
weak  preparations  of  Red  Precipitate , Verdegrife , 
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or  Burnt-alum,  and  often  of  White  Vitriol , mixed 
with  a proportion  of  Sugar,  and  any  abforbent. 
Such  medicines  mud  be  applied  to  the  eye  twice, 
at  lead,  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  and  they  may 
be  ufed,  either  in  the  form  of  dmple  powder, 
made  here  very  fine,  or  of  ointment  or  lotion.  But 
where,  indead  of  this  prominent  appearance  the 
film,  on  examination,  is  found  equally  plain  with 
the  furface  of  the  cornea,  no  indication  for  the 
ufe  of  Efcharotics  is  pointed  out,  and  its  removal 
mud  either  be  truded  to  nature,  or  the  eftedls  of 
a gradual  abforption,  which  often  occurs ; or  this 
procefs  may  be,  perhaps,  hadened  by  fuch  medi- 
cines as  excite  abforption.  For  this  purpofe, 
Mercury  has  been  recommended,  as  well  as  fome 
difcutients,  which  we  enumerated  in  the  general 
conditutional  treatment  of  Scrophula.  The  oc- 
cafional  ufe  of  Purgatives  is  alfo  reckoned  fer- 
viceable. 

The  treatment  of  a Scrophulous  ulcer  of  the 
eye,  where  it  unfortunately  takes  place,  confids 
in  the  ufe  of  the  fame  remedies,  employed  for  the 
ulcerations  of  the  lids.  Much  advantage  has  alfo 
been  derived,  from  the  condant  and  long  continu- 
ufe  of  an  IJJiie. 

When  the  lad,  and  mod  unfortunate  termina- 
tion of  the  difeafe  appears,  viz.  in  a general  fup- 
puration  of  the  eye,  as  much  pain  is  experienced 
till  the  difcharge  enfue,  as  well  as  drong  and  vio- 
lent fever,  accompanied  with  acute  fhootings 
into  the  head,  if  the  membranes  diould  not  dif- 
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cover  any  tendency  to  give  way  ; and  evident 
fyraptoms  of  fuppuration  are  confpicuous,  an  in- 
cifion  fhould  be  made  into  the  moil  depending 
part  of  the  cornea,  fo  as  to  evacuate  its  contents : 

A common , or  elie  a Saturnine  Poultice  is  then  to  be 
applied,  which  will  promote  the  difcharge,  and 
continued  till  the  fize  of  the  eye  be  gradually 
diminifhed. 

But  the  affedion  of  the  eye-lids,  we  mentioned 
as  more  frequent  in  Scrophulous  cafes  ; and  here 
a different  treatment  is  required.  The  inflam- 
mation is  feldom  very  acute,  and  pafles  foon  into 
the  ftage  of  ulceration.  Nothing  has  been  found 
fo  ufeful,  in  fuch  ulcerations,  as  the  internal  ufe  of 
Bark  and  Mercury , as  well  as  Chalybeates  and 
Sea-bathing.  But  even  where  thefe  general  re- 
medies have  failed,  this  affedion  has  been,  at 
times,  removed  by  topical  applications  alone,  in 
the  form  of  ointment  or  lotion.  The  principal  of 
thefe  applications,  have  been,  either  preparations 
of  Copper , or  Mercury,  as  an  emollient  liniment, 
with  a fniall  proportion  of  Verdigrife,  or  of  Red 
Precipitate,  or  of  Corrofive  Sublimate,  applied  to 
the  ulceration  by  means  of  a pencil ; or  a weak 
Solution  of  Verdigrife,  or  of  Corrojive,  as  a lotion. 

Simple  aftringent  wrafhes,  as  with  Lead  and 
White  Vitriol , dilute  Solutions  of  Brandy,  a De- 
coction of  the  Bark  with  Alum,  applied  cold  ; or 
its  infufion  in  lime-water , have  been  alfo  employed. 
Aftringent  powders,  formed  into  ointments  with 
Hogslard,  are  likewife  ufed  here ; and  a proportion 
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of  Camphor  is  a favourite  ingredient  in  all  oint- 
ments for  the  eyes ; even  abforbents  are  not  un- 
frequent, as  the  Tutty  Ointment , and  Sir  Mans 
Sloane's. 

To  thefe  different  applications,  the  difeafe  fre- 
quently yields  for  a time,  but  is  liable  to  recur  on 
the  flighted  irregularities.  In  all  cafes  of  this 
form  of  the  difeafe,  the  ufe  of  a Seton  has  begn 
highly  recommended. 

Of  the  Treatment  of  White  Swelling. 

Like  the  Scrophulous  affeflion  of  the  eyes, 
White  Swelling  of  the  larger  joints,  equally  rer 
quires  an  early  application  of  the  molt  adlive  re- 
medies. Of  thefe,  none  is  fo  important  as  Topi- 
cal Bleeding , either  by  means  of  the  fcarificator , 
or  the  application  of  a confiderable  number  of 
Leeches.  The  quantity  drawn,  at  once,  fhould 
be  very  copious,  not  lefs  than  ten  or  twelve 
ounces ; and  the  patient  fhould,  after  this  opera- 
tion, have  a feeling  of  a fenfible  relaxation  of  the 
joint.  Their  repetition  fhould  take  place,  fo  long 
as  it  affords  a chance  of  preventing  the  formation 
of  matter,  or  even  an  effufion  into  the  ligaments. 
The  progrefs  towards  a cure  acquired  by  bleeding, 
fhould  next  be  preferved  by  a fmaller  drain  from 
another  part  of  the  joint,  and  a Blifler  applied  on 
the  found  fkin  for  this  purpofe  : After  its  remo- 
val, the  part  is  to  be  continued  open  by  forming 
an  JJfue. 
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Thefe  are  the  means,  along  with  a general  Anti- 
phlogijlic  Regimen,  confided  in  for  the  cure  of  the 
JirJl  ftage  of  the  malady ; but,  if  within  a reason- 
able time,  the  difeafe  does  not  feem  to  yield  to 
this  mode  of  treatment,  fuch  applications  are  then 
laid  afide,  and  a different  procefs  entirely  adopt- 
ed, with  a view  to  excite  the  abforbents  of  the 
part,  to  carry  off  the  effufed  fluid,  and  alfo  to  relax 
the  rigidity  of  the  parts,  the  confequence  of  the 
inflammation-. 

The  general  means  of  doing  this,  are  two,  the 
application  of  Friction  and  Warm-Jleams. 

The  former  of  thefe,  is,  perhaps,  the  moil  cer- 
tain means  of  relief.  To  be  effedual,  it  muft  be 
long  continued,  not  lefs  than  an  hour  at  a time, 
repeated  often,  not  feldomer  than  four  or  five 
times  a-day,  and  extended  very  confiderably  be- 
yond the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  to  all  the  parts  with 
which  the  joint  is  conneded. 

To  preferve  the  effects  of  the  Friction , the  web, 
or  omentum  of  a new  killed  animal,  fhould  be  kept 
conftantly  applied  round  the  joint. 

This  Fribiion  recommended,  is  of  two  kinds, 
either  fimple  or  combined. 

The  jirjl  confifts  in  the  ufe,  merely,  of  fuch  a 
quantity  of  unduous  matter  along  with  it,  as  may 
facilitate  the  operation,  viz.  HogJIard,  Olive  Oil , 
Neat's  Oil,  &-c. 

By  the  fecond  is  underftood  the  introdudion  of 
fome  ftimulant  remedy,  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
operation.  In  this  way  a flight  application  of 
P 2 Mercury 
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Mercury  has  been  recommended  ; but  if  we  are 
to  judge  of  the  effects  of  Mercury , in  other  cafes 
of  Scrophulous  fwelling,  no  great  dependance 
is  to  be  placed  on  it  here ; and  more  is  to  be  at- 
tributed in  thefe  fuppofed  inftances  of  its  fuccefs, 
to  the  Ample  Frittion,  than  the  addition  of  the 
Mineral.  To  form  a judgment,  however,  in  this 
form  of  the  difeafe,  the  giving  it  internally  will 
decide. 

But  in  this  affedion,  a more  powerful  remedy 
is  the  Gum  Ammoniac , introduced  by  the  fame 
operation.  It  is  diflolved  for  this  purpofe  in 
Squill  Vinegar,  and  rubbed  in,  twice  a day,  on  the 
joint;  and  to  promote  its  effects  dill  more,  a warm- 
plaijlerot  the  fame  materials  is  afterwards  continu- 
ed on  the  part.  This  method  is  termed  the  Hun- 
garian method : Simple  defluxions  it  commonly 
cures  in  four  days,  and  in  eight  days  the  patient 
is  able  to  walk  ; but  in  this  difeafe  it  is  not  al- 
ways fo  effectual ; nor  even  where  it  is,  is  it  fo 
lpeedy  in  its  operation. 

The  Jecond  general  means  mentioned  for  the 
cure  of  this  ftage  of  the  affedion,  was  Warm- 
Jleams.  This  is  a remedy  much  applied  in  the  cafe 
of  ftiff  joints  in  favage  life.  To  be  fuccefsful,  it 
fhould  be  ufed  as  warm  as  the  part  can  bear,  and 
poured  alfo  from  a confiderable  height,  when  it 
will  ad  fomewhat  by  the  former  operation  of 
Friction.  Its  utility  will  be  found  in  proportion 
to  the  degree  of  warmth,  and  the  length  of  time 
during  wmch  it  is  employed.  It  fhould  not  be 
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lefs  than  thrice  a-day,  and,  at  lead  an  hour  at  a 
time. 

Like  the  former  remedy,  it  confids,  either  of 
the  fimple  fleams,  or  elfe  varioufly  medicated. 
The  fimple  fleams  of  the  warm  water,  are,  perhaps, 
equally  powerful,  as  when  medicated  with  a varie- 
ty of  herbs,  which,  we  conceive,  adds  nothing  to 
the  relaxing  eflfedts  of  the  fluid  on  which  its  effi- 
cacy depends. 

By  the  ufe  of  either  of  thefe  two  methods,  when 
fufficiently  perfifled  in,  the  difeafe  is  often  remov- 
ed. But  if  the  formation  of  matter  has  actually 
enfued,  fo  as  to  deflroy  every  hope  of  abforption, 
provided  the  date  of  Hedtic  admits,  an  attempt 
may  be  dill  made  to  fave  the  part,  by  favouring 
a difcharge  of  the  matter,  before  the  morbid 
change  is  communicated  to  the  cavity  of  the 
joint.  For  this  purpofe  the  introduction  of  a 
feton  has  been  recommended. 

But  even  where  this  method  fails,  and  the  joint 
is  evidently  affedled,  it  has  been  propofed,  before 
having  recourfe  to  fuch  a dreadful  dep  as  ampu- 
tation, to  produce  an  Anchylojis  of  the  parts ; and 
thus  preferve  the  member,  though  in  an  impefedt 
date,  dill  ferviceable.  The  method  fuggeded 
for  doing  this,  has  been  by  the  repeated  applica- 
tions of  Blifters,  which,  exciting  violent  external 
inflammation,  may  produce  an  adhefion  of  the 
ligaments  of  the  joint.  Though  this  has  been, 
in  fome  indances,  fuccefsful,  yet  the  extreme 
agony  of  pain  that  arifes  from  fuch  a continued 
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and  long  ufe  of  Blifters,  as  will  be  necelfary,  mult 
render  it  a mode  of  treatment,  to  which  few  pa- 
tients will  either  have  patience  or  fortitude  to 
fubmit. 


Sect.  5.  Of  the  Combined  Treatment  of  Scrophula. 

TX7'E  have  thus  inveftigated,  at  conliderable 
length,  both  the  Conftitutional  and  Local 
Treatment  of  Scrophula  ; but  before  doling  the 
fubjed,  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  though  we 
have  hitherto  examined  them  as  feparate,  yet 
they  are,  for  the  moft  part,  more  or  lefs  combined, 
according  to  the  particular  view's  of  different 
practitioners.  Thefe  combinations  it  will  be 
needlefs  to  enter  into,  as  they  are  to  be  found  in 
every  author  on  the  fubjed ; and,  if  the  feparate 
pradice  has  been  unfuccefsful,  little  farther  ad- 
vantage has,  for  the  moft  part,  been  derived 
from  the  combined  mode  of  cure. 


OF  CANCER. 


DIVISION  II. 


Of  Cancer. 


INRODUCTION. 

FROM  Scrophula,  we  proceed  now  to  treat 
of  Cancer,  which  many  authors  have  errone- 
oufly  confidered  as  much  the  fame  difeafe  ; only 
occurring  at  a different  period  of  life,  and  in  a 
more  inveterate  form  : But  to  this  opinion  we 
can  by  no  means  affent.  That  an  acrimony  pre- 
vails in  the  fluids,  in  both  cafes,  to  a certain  de- 
gree, there  is  little  doubt ; but  the  ftate  of  the 
lolid,  in  Cancer,  is  effentially  dijfferent  from  that 
in  Scrophula,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  acrimo- 
ny itfelf.  The  principal  diflindions  betwixt  the 
two  difeafes,  will  fall  to  be  examined  in  the  Se- 
quel : At  prefent  we  fhall  enter  upon  a general 
hiflory  of  this  malady. 


Qj> 
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PART  I. 


Sect  1.  General  Hi/lory  of  Cancer. 

'HE  firft  appearance  of  Cancer,  is  a final! 
"*•  hard  tumor,  for  the  moft  part  round,  fome- 
times  irregular.  It  generally  occupies  a glandular 
lituation,  and  is  compared,  rtot  unaptly,  both  in 
its  lize  and  figure,  to  a hazel  nut.  Its  increafe  is 
ufually  flow,  unlefs  expofed  to  irritation ; and 
with  its  increafe,  it  acquires  an  additional  incom- 
prefiible  hardnefs,  and  protuberance  in  the  middle, 
while  its  furrounding  fubcutaneous  vefiels  afiume 
a varicofe  ftate,  or  feel  thick  and  knotty.  The 
enlargement  of  the  tumor  is  attended  with  a fenfe 
of  pain,  which  is  little,  if  at  all,  experienced  for 
fome  time  after  its  commencement.  This  pain 
is  of  a peculiar  kind  ; it  confifts,  either  of  fliarp 
lancilating  throbs,  of  deep  fliootings,  or,  in  ab- 
fence  of  thefe,  of  a conftant  gnawing,  or  fenfe  of 
burning  heat  diffufed  over  it ; or  of  a pricking, 
like  the  thruft  of  needles.  At  firft  the  pain  prevails 
moft  on  changes  of  weather ; but,  in  procefs  of 
time,  it  becomes  almoft  conftant,  independent  of 
any  external  caufe,  and  is  then,  as  it  were,  in- 
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curvated,  or  fpread  round  the  feat  of  the  difeafe. 
As  the  tumor  enlarges,  it  changes  its  form  and 
figure,  becomes  more  unequal,  rugged,  and  an- 
gular, and  pufhes  out  roots  or  limbs,  feeling  like 
fo  many  tenfe  cords,  which  are  the  neighbouring 
lymphatics  taking  on  the  difeafed  Hate:  From 
this  fymptom,  the  name  of  Cancer  is  properly 
applied  to  the  difeafe ; being  compared  to  the 
limbs  of  the  crab,  when  fpread  out  and  gralping 
any  thing. 

During  the  progrefs  of  the  fwellirtg,  the  lkin 
begins  gradually  to  change  its  colour.  This 
change  is  fil'd;  red,  then  purple,  or  lead  colour, 
and  fo  the  fliade  advances,  being  marbled,  as  it 
were,  with  varicofe  livid  veins,  till  it  end  in  black ; 
but  before  this  laft,  the  teguments  generally  give 
way,  and  the  contents  of  the  tumor  are  difcharg- 
ed.  On  the  burfting  of  the  teguments,  the  open 
Cancer,  or  ulcerous  ftate  begins,  and  the  follow- 
ing appearances  then  enfue. 

From  the  opening  there  is  conftantly  difcharg- 
ed  a thin  (harp  ichor,  the  appearance  and  quan- 
tity of  which  vary  at  times,  according  to  the  exift- 
ing  degree  of  irritation  and  pain;  being,  in  fome 
cafes,  of  a pale  afh  colour,  in  others  of  areddifhcaft ; 
it  is  frequently,  alfo,  of  a brown  tinge,  refemb- 
ling  brick  dull,  and,  more  rarely,  approaching 
nearly  to  black.  Thefe  changes  are  often,  too, 
the  effedt,  both  of  the  external  and  internal  re- 
medies employed.  The  edges  of  the  fore  become 
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gradually  more  open,  ragged,  harder,  and  un- 
equal, and  turn  up,  or  are  reverfed  in  various  di- 
rections, fometimes  outwards,  at  other  times  in- 
wards. The  furface,  alfo,  is  full  of  inequalities ; 
in  fome  parts  having  confiderable  rilings,  in  others 
deep  excavations,  fo  as  to  appear,  not  unlike  a 
piece  of  mouldering  ruins.  From  the  body  of 
the  fore,  or  its  edge,  a kind  of  fpungy  fprouting 
flefh,  or  growth,  takes  place,  which  foon  aflumes 
fymptoms  of  gangrene  or  decay,  and  falls  off, 
while  the  fame  appearance  is  fucceffively  renew- 
ed. 

The  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  is  various ; in  fome 
it  advances  rapidly,  and  there  prevails,  along  with 
it,  flrong  inflammation ; in  others,  and  for  the 
moft  part,  a more  gradual  creeping,  and  almoft 
imperceptible  corrofion  of  parts  occurs.  The 
direction  of  the  corrofion  is  commonly  in  the  courfe 
of  the  lymphatics,  and  while  one  gland  comes  to 
ulceration,  the  neighbouring  ones  fucceffively 
affume  the  difeafed  aCtion. 

During  the  ufe  of  remedies,  the  thin  ichor 
often  acquires,  in  different  places,  the  appearance 
of  pus,  at  leaft  of  a whitiffi  fordes,  refembling  it, 
which  adheres  clofely  to  the  furface  of  the  fore  ; 
but  the  fore  is  equally  corroded  by  it,  as  before,  and 
it  poffeffes  none  of  the  properties  of  real  pus.  In 
the  progrefs  of  the  ulceration,  the  fore  acquires 
an  intolerable  flench  and  fmell,  of  a peculiar  na- 
ture, fo  as  to  be  readily  diflinguifhed  by  any 
praClitioner  converfant  with  the  difeafe,  and  more 
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offensive  than  that  from  any  other  fpecies  of  ulcer; 
equally  loathfome  to  the  patient  as  to  a by-ftan- 
der.  This  faetor  is  even  increafed  by  the  ufe  of 
greafy  applications. 

As  the  lofs  of  fubftance  proceeds,  the  functions 
of  the  body  become  diflurbed,  the  appetite  fails, 
the  ftrength  becomes  gradually  exhaufted.  An 
exquifite  Hectic,  which  appears,  in  a certain  de- 
gree from  the  firll  of  the  ulceration,  is  formed 
with  llrong  evening  exacerbations ; but  before  it 
prove  fatal,  the  patient  is  generally  cut  off  by  the 
attack  of  one  of  two  fymptoms ; either  a hemor- 
rhage, the  corrofion  of  the  larger  blood  velfels 
being  one  diftinguilhing  charafteriftic  of  the  virus 
of  Cancer,  over  all  other  malignant  difcharges, 
which  they,  on  the  contrary  refill ; or  elfe  by  a 
fit  of  convulfion ; and  thus  terminates  a mifer- 
able  and  painful  exiftence. 


Sect.  2. 

Q UCH  is  the  general  appearance  of  this  difeafe, 
^ one  of  the  moll  painful  and  loathfome  that 
can  attack  humanity ; often  protradled  to  the  laft 
llage  of  torture  and  emaciation  ; and  receiving 
little  alleviation,  hitherto,  from  any  treatment 
employed.  But  this  uniformity  defcribed  above, 
does  not  always  prevail  in  the  hillory  of  particu- 
lar cafes ; and  it  is  fuch  a want  of  uniformi- 
ty, 
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ty,  that  renders,  for  long,  the  true  nature  of  the 
malady  doubtful,  in  many  indances ; a fad  fuffici- 
ently  known  to  molt  furgeons  converfant  in  its 
pradice.  In  the  greater  number  of  examples, 
however,  we  are  warranted,  in  the  hidory  laid 
down,  and  from  this  detail  of  fymptoms,  three 
flages  diilinguifh  its  progrefs,  pointed  out  by  the 
different  dates  of  the  difeafed  part.  Thefe  are, 
the  flage  of  Jitnple  objl ruction  ; of  actual  indur ac- 
tion, or  fchirrus  ; and  of  ulceration.  Each  of 
thefe  flages  requires  a feparate  confideration. 
But,  inflead  of  this  divifion,  author's,  attentive 
only,  in  this  difeafe,  to  external  appearance,  have 
confidered  Cancer  as  always  in  one  of  two  dates, 
which  they  have  termed  the  Occult , and  Ulcerated ; 
a dividon  not  diffidently  extended  for  pradice, 
or  to  convey  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  real 
nature  of  the  malady.  In  pradice,  the  chief 
difficulty  lies  in  being  able  to  didinguifh  the  two 
fird  llages  of  the  difeafe ; or  when  the  date  of 
Ample  obdrudion  ends,  and  real  fchirrus,  or  indu- 
ration has  begun.  This,  mod  praditioners  con- 
ceive to  be  an  eafy  matter  ; but  experience  daily 
ffiews,  that  all  the  external  marks  truded  to,  are 
indecifive.  Many  cafes  of  apparent  fchirrus  oc- 
cur, where,  to  the  feel,  the  dage  of  induration  has 
fully  commenced ; and  yet,  on  the  application  of 
remedies,  refolution  is  eadly  accomplifhed  ; a cir- 
cumdance  not  to  be  expeded,  were  it  really  fo, 
and  that  the  altered  organization,  conneded  with 
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fchirrus,  actually  prevailed.  In  others,  again, 
though  the  tujnor  is  imall,  and  every  appearance 
favourable  in  marking,  but  a commencement  of 
the  difeafe,  we  find,  on  the  ufe  of  medicines,  that 
no  impreffion  can  be  made,  and  that  an  obftinate 
fchirrus  is  rooted  in  the  part.  To  theie  may  be 
added  a third  ftate,  where  part  of  the  fwelling  is 
in  the  ftage  of  fimple  obftruction,  and  the  reft  ac- 
tually fchirrous.  This  we  know  by  the  eflfedt  of 
remedies,  viz.  by  the  obftructed  part  giving  way 
foon  after  their  application,  while  the  real  fchir- 
rus continues  to  increafe.  In  order  then  to  form 
a proper  judgment  on  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
at  this  period,  we  muft  join  the  peculiar  and  lefs 
obvious  circumftances  of  each  cafe,  to  the  exter- 
nal phenomena ; and,  from  the  combination  of 
thefe  alone,  form  an  opinion.  Thus,  in  all  fchir- 
ri,  arifing  from  an  external  caufe,  particularly 
from  poifons  introduced  from  without,  as  the  ve- 
nereal, &c.  the  ftage  pf  fimple  obftruction  remains 
long,  and  there  is  always  a chance  of  a cure.  In 
a Scrophulous  habit,  too,  where  inflammation  of 
the  part  has  preceded,  the  lame  prognoftic  may 
be  made ; but  where,  again,  the  difeafe  feems 
connected  with  internal  and  lefs  obvious  caufes, 
where  it  is  known  to  be  a hereditary  affection, 
and  attended,  of  courfe,  with  a ltrong  conftitu- 
tional  predifpofition,  an  oppofite  and  lefs  favour- 
able judgment  muft  be  entertained. 

The  time  when  the  laft  ftage,  or  period  of  ul- 
ceration commences,  is  various,  and  depends 
R folelv 
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folely  on  the  irritation,  and  confequent  inflamma- 
tion of  the  fchirrus  ; either  from  its  own  lize  prov- 
ing a ftimulus  to  the  adjacent  veflels,  or  from  ex- 
ternal caufes  producing  the  fame  effect.  Many 
cafes  of  fchirri  have  been  known  to  remain  in 
the  fame  ftate  for  the  fpace  of  fifty  years.  Others, 
again,  poffefs,  from  their  very  firft  appearance,  a 
ftrong  difpofition  to  change  to  the  ulcerous  ilate, 
and  terminate  their  career,  by  the  death  of  the 
patient,  in  a few  months.  It  is  the  former  cir- 
cumftance,  and  a confideration  of  the  incurable 
nature  of  the  malady  in  its  laft  ftage,  that  has 
led  to  the  practice  of  endeavouring  to  retain  the 
difeafe,  as  much  as  poflible,  in  this  middle  point, 
or  fchirrous  ftate  ; and  for  this  purpofe  topical 
bleeding  is  employed,  to  be  repeated  frequently,  as 
fymptoms  indicate  ; a practice,  which  no  doubt, 
gives  a temporary  relief,  but  no  more. 

The  approach  of  the  ulcerous,  or  laft  ftage,  is 
marked  by  the  hitherto  colourlefs  indolent  fwel- 
ling  beginning  to  be  painful,  and  to  extend  its 
feat,  by  the  teguments  afluming  fymptoms  of  in- 
flammation; and  beginning,  in  that  part,  to  fhew 
a livid  brown,  or  blackifh  colour,  and  feeming  to 
adhere  to  the  under  part  of  the  fwelling,  by  be- 
ing puckered  or  drawn  in,  in  folds,  while  the  vef- 
fels  under  the  fkin  are  confiderably  enlarged. 
From  this  period,  the  fyftem,  in  general,  appears 
to  fympathize  with  the  affion  of  the  part ; but 
the  pulfe,  though  occalionally  quickened,  re- 
mains 
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mains  always  fmall  and  weak,  one  of  the  leading 
diagnoftics  of  this  difeafe. 

From  the  age  of  thirty-fix  to  forty-eight,  in 
both  fexes,  is  the  mod  frequent  time  of  its  ap- 
pearance. Every  glandular  part  of  the  body 
may  be  occafionally  its  feat ; but  there  are  cer- 
tain fituations  which  it  would  feem  to  occupy,  in 
preference  to  others,  and  which  it  has,  therefore, 
been  fuppofed  by  authors,  fpecifically  to  affedt,  by 
a certain  unknown  attraction. 

Thefe  fituations  are  parts  of  certain  fecreting 
glands,  which  feparate  fluids  that  are  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  oeconomy,  as  the  breafts  and  womb 
in  women  ; the  lips,  tefticles,  and  penis,  in  men  ; 
while  the  face,  tongue,  and  nofe,  are  equally 
fubjedl,  though  lefs  frequently  than  the  former,  to 
its  attach  in  both  fexes. 

We  fliall  examine  the  particular  appearances 
it  afiumes  in  each  of  thefe  fituations,  beginning 
with  it  in  women,  who  are  oftener  its  vidtims  than 
the  other  fex. 


Sect.  3. 

1.  Breq/l , {Mamma). 

A S the  fmall  glands  of  the  bread  are  fo 
^ often  liable  to  obftruclion,  this  part  is, 
more  than  any  other,  the  feat  of  Cancer.  Its 
veflels  are  a feries  by  themfelves,  whofe  adtion  is 
R 2 no 
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no  way  affided  by  their  intermixture  with  others, 
and  of  thofe  unfortunate  women  who  fuffer  from 
Cancer  of  the  bread,  the  greater  proportion  is  of 
fuch  as  are  either  barren,  or  refufe  to  nurfe  their 
own  children,  a circumdance  evidently  pointing 
out  its  caufe. 

The  difeafe  diews  itfelf  here  under  two  dif- 
ferent forms. 

The  firji,  and  mod  ufual,  is  that  of  a fmall 
round  fwelling,  varying  to  the  feel,  in  its  appa- 
rent depth  from  the  furface,  and  evidently  dtu- 
ated  in  the  glandular  fubdance.  At  drd  it  has 
little  or  no  pain,  on  which  account  it  is  too  often, 
for  fome  time,  entirely  neglected ; but  the  pain 
begins  to  enfue,  in  proportion  as  it  increafes  in 
fize  and  hardnefs.  In  its  progrefs  the  fwelling 
feels  gradually  more  unequal,  and  becomes  more 
immoveable  : The  Ikin  alfo  adlimes  the  appear- 
ance of  difcolouration  ; and  acquires,  in  time,  a 
lividnefs : The  nipple  is  often  drawn  in,  and  part 
of  the  adjacent  d-t in  puckered,  while  round  about 
appear  protuberances,  hard  and  unequal.  The 
whole  fwelling  retains  alfo  the  fame  hardnefs, 
without  the  fmalled  appearance  of  impodhuma- 
tion  till  the  external  teguments  break.  On  their 
rupture  appears  the  cancerous  mafs  or  growth  : 
From  its  fubdance,  the  ulcer  begins  to  pour 
out  a bloody  ichor,  or  fanies : The  edges  of  the 
wound  thicken  and  turn  up  : The  fore  itfelf  is 
full  of  inequalities,  and  gradually  acquires  a foetid 
fmell. 
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This  form  of  the  difeafe  is  ufually  flow  in  its 
progrefs,  and  a period  of  years  intervenes  before 
arriving  at  the  ulcerated  ftate.  The  progrefs  of 
the  latter  is  marked  by  coniiderable  increafe  of 
pain  and  burning  heat : As  it  advances,  a gra- 
dual extenfion  of  the  fwelling  is  communicated  to 
other  parts  of  the  furrounding  fubftance  not  af- 
fected. The  patient  alfo  is  commonly  feized  with 
coniiderable  fever,  previous  to  the  burfting  of 
each  difeafed  gland ; but  it  abates  as  the  difcharge 
takes  place,  and  is  fucceflively  renewed  on  a new 
ulceration.  Confiderable  bleedings  occaflonally 
arife  from  the  mouths  of  the  corroded  veffels,  diffi- 
cult to  ftem ; and  the  patient  is  at  laffc  cut  off,  either 
by  one  of  thefe  hemorrhages,  or  by  abforption 
taking  place  into  the  lungs,  and  other  vital  parts ; 
though  not,  in  this  latter  cafe,  till  he  is  reduced  to 
the  laft  ftage  of  emaciation,  wealtnefs,  and  pain. 
This  fatal  event  happens,  for  the  moft  part,  with- 
in the  twelvemonth  from  the  commencement  of 
the  ulceration. 

The  fecond  form  *,  in  which  the  Mammary- 
Cancer  appears,  is,  inflead  of  its  commencement 

in 


* This  form  of  the  difeafe  is  confidered  by  Mr  Pearfon, 
furgeon  in  London,  by  far  the  belt  writer  on  the  fubjeft,  as 
rather  a Scrophulous  than  a Cancerous  affe&ion  : but  we  can 
perceive  no  juft  grounds  for  this  opinion,  for  it  is  equally  ob- 
ftinate,  as  in  cafes  where  the  difeafe  begins  in  a different  form. 
This  gentleman  likewife  deferibes  a Chronic  inflammation 
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in  a fmall  round  tumor,  as  we  defcribed  in  that 
of  a large,  irregular,  angular  fwelling,  occupying, 
from  the  firft,  the  greater  part  of  the  fubdance  of 
the  bread,  and  palling  alfo  rapidly  through  its 
flages,  which  obferve,  however,  the  fame  appear- 
ances with  the  former  fpecies.  This  form  has 
been  remarked  as  more  rooted  and  obllinate  than 
the  former. 

Sect.  4. 

2.  Womb , {Uterus). 

A FTER  the  bread,  in  the  female,  Cancer 
mod  frequently  occupies  the  womb.  It 
commences  generally  at  the  time  of  the  cefla- 

of  the  bread  having  all  the  fymptoms  of  fchirrus,  but  which 
yields  to  Bleeding,  External  Difeutients,  and  theufe  of  Mer- 
cury in  fmall  dofes.  A third  affection  he  alfo  takes  notice 
of,  under  the  character  of  a pure  Scrophulous  affedtion,  con- 
fiding of  a fwelling  of  the  bread,  confining  itfelf  folely  to 
the  teguments,  and  not  affedting  the  glandular  part.  This 
lad  is  certainly  a proper  didindtion  ; but  I am  doubtful  whe- 
ther the  two  former  cafes  can  be  properly  feparated  from 
real  fchirrus ; if  they  can,  it  is  making  incurability  of  the 
difeafe  the  foie  diagncdic  of  real  fchirrus.  Some  cafes  fi- 
milar  to  Mr  Pearfon’s,  are  to  be  found  alfo  in  Profeflor 
Richter’s  obfervations,  excellently  tranflated  by  Dr  T. 
Spence  of  Edinburgh  ; but  the  Profeflor  has  added  two 
diagnodics  in  his  cafes,  which  are,  Some  degree  of  fluctuation  in 
the  tumor , however  olfcure  ; and  fome  fever  and  inflammation  along 
with  the  pain  ; wherever  thefe  prevail,  he  has  hopes  of  a fa- 
vourable termination. 
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tion  of  the  menftrual  difcharge,  and  is  preceded 
by  uterine  pain,  Jiuor  albus,  (or  Whites),  and  other 
morbid  fy  mptoms,  marking  irregular  uterine  health, 
long  before  the  period  of  adual  attack.  In  fome 
rare  cafes,  it  even  occurs,  without  the  fmalleft  pre- 
vious intimation,  except,  perhaps,  occafional  tran- 
fient  pain,  little  attended  to,  or  referred  to  fome 
different  caufe.  But,  in  the  greater  number  of 
cafes,  its  prefence  is  fufficiently  known  by  the 
following  fymptoms,  viz. 

1.  A fenfe  of  weight  and  heavy  pain  in  the 
uterine  region,  or  about  th t pubes. 

2.  Irregular  and  long  continued  floodings,  fel- 
dom  drying  up,  or  foon  returning  without  any 
evident  caufe.  And 

3.  A morbid  ftate  of  fome  of  the  contiguous 
parts,  indicated  by  ftrangury  tenefmus  &-c.  for  there 
prevails,  either  a pain  and  difficulty  in  the  void- 
ing of  urine,  or  elfe  a conftant  defire.  The  urine 
itfelf,  alfo,  is  ufually  turbid,  and  depofits  a flimy 
fediment. 

This  difeafe  is  either  general  or  partial.  In 
the  former  cafe  it  affeds  the  greater  part  of 
the  organ ; in  the  latter  it  is  very  fmall,  and 
confifls  of  a hardened  tubercle,  affeding  folely 
fome  portion  of  the  upper  part,  (or  fundus.') 
It  feldom  gives  much  pain  till  its  advanced 
ftate,  when  its  bulk  is  confiderably  increaf- 
ed,  and  when  it  begins  to  aflume  the  proper 
ulcerated  form.  Hence  many  women,  we  find, 
on  difledion,  poffefs  a fchirrous  ftate  of  the  womb, 

the 
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the  prefence  of  which,  as  formerly  obferved,  was 
marked  by  no  particular  fymptom  when  alive, 
that  could  lead  a practitioner  to  fufpedt  fuch  a 
difeafe.  In  its  advanced  ftage,  however,  belides 
the  fymptoms  enumerated,  others  occur,  which 
render  its  exiftence,  if  formerly  doubtful  *,  un- 
queftionable.  Thefe  are,  the  organ  feeling  bulky, 
when  raifed  on  the  finger,  and  Ihewing  a tendency 

* We  are  indebted  to  Mr  Pearfon,  in  his  work  already 
noticed,  for  the  defcription  of  a venereal  affeftion  of  the 
womb,  very  apt  to  be  miftaken  for  the  prefent  difeafe. 
Though  the  Venereal  infection  appears  generally  firfl:,  he 
oblerves,  on  the  external  parts,  yet  this  is  attended  with 
fome  exceptions,  and  the  womb  may  be  the  firft  and  only 
part  affefted  by  it./'The  fymptoms  of  this  form  of  the  difeafe, 
are  a fenfe  of  great  heat  and  darting  pungent  pains  about 
the  womb ; but  thefe  are  not  always  accompanied  with  a 
puriform  difcharge,  nor  is  the  fluor  albus,  (or  Whites),  necef- 
iarily  increafed  by  this  affeftion.  Though  no  external  fymp- 
toms appear,  the  patients  communicate  the  infeftion,  which 
gives  the  moil  certain  evidence  of  the  difeafe  ; and  with  this 
may  be  joined  a fenfe  of  acute  pain  that  they  feel,  at  the 
upper  part  of  the  vagina,  (or  palfage),  efpeually  in  coition, 
and  not  unfrequently  attended  with  a fanguineous  difcharge. 
On  examination,  in  this  ftate,  the  womb  feels  enlarged,  gives 
a fenfe  of  preternatural  heat,  and  fuffers  pain  from  the 
flighted  prelfure,  while  l'mall  ulcers  may  be  felt  about  the 
os  uteri,  (or  mouth).  The  difeafe  continues  long  in  this 
flate,  without  difplaying  any  more  general  venereal  fymp- 
toms ; but  the  patient's  health  gradually  declines,  and  Are 
fometimes  becomes  heflical.  ~T 

Where  this  difeafe,  as  often  happens,  is  miflaken  for  Can- 
cer, and  Mercury  employed,  which  proves  the  cure,  it  gives 
a reputation  to  the  medicine,  which  it  is  not  iuilly  entitled  to. 

to 
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to  gravitate  downwards.  The  os  tincee,  (or 
mouth),  feems  painful  on  the  flighted  prefliire,  is 
hard  and  indurated,  and  furrounded;  more  or  lefs, 
with  a fungous  fubftance,  which  protrudes  into 
the  vagina  (or  paflage).  When  thefe  fymptoms 
occur,  the  progrefs  to  ulceration  is  far  advanced ; 
and  as  foon  as  this  laft  ftage  is  formed,  the  fharp 
lancilating  pains  become  itronger  and  more  fre- 
quent in  the  feat  of  it ; while  a thin  ichory  dif- 
charge,  forming  a fpecies  of fiuor  albus , (or  Whites), 
proceeds  from  the  vagina , (or  paflage).  The 
quantity  of  this  difcharge,  towards  the  end  of  the 
difeafe,  is  very  confiderable ; and  is,  at  times, 
fomewhat  flirny,  occafionally  tinged  with  blood ; 
fometimes  foetid,  and  fometimes  not.  On  exami- 
nation, at  this  period,  the  edges  of  the  os  tineas , 
(or  mouth),  feel  hard,  ragged,  and  unequal,  with 
a colliflower  appearance. 

From  the  inflammation  alfo,  induced  by  the 
difcharge,  the  furface  of  the  paflage  it  pervades, 
becomes  fmooth  and  hard  like  cartilage,  lofing 
its  elaftic  and  rugofe  appearance  ; and  this  change 
of  ftructure,  efpecially  prevails  at  the  upper  part. 
In  time  it  becomes  ulcerated,  foetid,  and  raw. 

In  this  form  of  Cancer,  the  pains  are  more  vio- 
lent than  in  any  other,  and  often  of  the  moll 
dreadful  and  excruciating  nature.  The  patient 
has  no  mtermiffion  from  the^Q,  but  by  the  con- 
ftant  and  exceflive  ufe  of  Opium ; and  they  ex- 
tend to  the  back,  fldes,  and  pubes , and  in  every 
direction.  A ftrong  He&ic  is  alfo  formed  every 
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evening ; and  the  ftomach  fympathifes,  in  a re- 
markable degree  with  the  difeafe.  Digeftion  be- 
comes, at  laft,  almoft  totally  fufpended  ; and  thus 
with  pain,  fever,  and  retching,  the  miferable  pa- 
tient is  tortured,  in  the  extreme,  and  tired  of  a 
too  long  protracted,  and  wretched  exiftence.  The 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  however,  is  very  various, 
fimilar  to  that  in  other  lituations.  It  will  often 
continue  for  many  years  in  the  limple  indurated 
ftate,  and  give  little  or  no  uneafinefs  to  the  pa- 
tient : At  other  times,  it  fpreads  amazingly  in  a 
few  months,  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  acute  in- 
flammation. It  feems  to  depend  fomewhat  on 
the  original  extent  of  furface  occupied  by  the 
difeafe  *. 


Sect.  5, 

3.  Lips,  Mouth,  and  Longue,  ( Labia  Os,  Sec.) 

/^ANCERS  of  the  mouth  difplay  a different 
^ appearance,  according  to  the  particular  parts 
of  it  which  they  attack. 

In  the  lips,  or  inflde  of  the  cheeks,  they  begin, 

like  a wart,  or  fmall  hard  tumor,  more  or  lefs 

♦ 

* So  frequent  is  this  form  of  the  difeafe  in  the  city  of 
Lima,  that  we  are  told  by  Dr  Mofeley,  women  are  afraid 
to  fit  on  the  fame  chair  with  one  affected  by  it,  from  the 
fuppofed  danger  of  infeflion. 

painful. 
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painful,  and  commonly  fituated  at  the  extremity 
of  an  excretory  veflel.  As  the  hardnefs  increafes> 
the  Ikin  around  it  becomes  more  vafcular  and  in- 
flamed, and  at  laft  gives  way.  On  giving  way, 
a hard  callous  fubftance  appears  within,  which 
ulcerates,  and  then  the  corrofion  proceeds,  as  in 
other  cafes ; for,  by  the  attack  of  the  neighbour- 
ing furface,  thefe  appearances  are  fucceflively  ex- 
tended in  every  diredion,  till -the  whole  is  at 
laft  confumed,  and  laid  bare  to  the  bone,  which 
does  not  even  efcape  the  effeds  of  the  poifon,  if 
the  patient  furvive  fo  long,  and  is  not  cut  off  by 
hemorrhage  before  that  period. 

The  beginning  of  Cancer,  in  the  form  of  a wart, 
is  moft  confpicuous  in  the  lips  and  tongue  ; and 
the  under  lip  is  obferved  to  be  more  fubjed  to  it 
than  the  upper  one  *.  The  charader  of  this  fpe- 
cies  of  wart,  is  always  an  uncommonly  hard  bafe, 

* Cancer  feldom  attacks  the  upper  lip,  and  where  it  has 
been  alledged  fo,  Mr  Pearfon  fuppofes  the  difeafe  has  been 
miftaken  ; for  that  part  is  particularly  liable  to  a fpecies  of 
Elephantiafis  refembling  it.  It  is  flow  in  its  progrefs,  is 
attended  with  little  foetor,  but  gradually  deftroys  the  fub- 
ftance of  the  part.  A venereal  affedtion  may  alfo  arife 
here  ; but  then  it  muft  be  conjoined  with  other  fymptoms. 
FifTures  of  the  lip,  alfo,  frequently  put  on  a Cancerous  ap- 
pearance, though  really  Scrophulous.  In  all  fuch  cafes,  it  is 
only  by  the  effedt  of  remedies  that  we  are  to  judge  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  difeafe.  The  Elephantiafis  will  yield  to  altera- 
tives, as  the  Decodtion  of  Guiac  ; of  the  Woods,  and  the 
Plummer’s  Pill,  & c. ; the  venereal  affection,  to  the  known 
fpecific  for  that  difeafe. 
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painful  to  the  touch,  and  liable  to  bleed  on  the 
flighted  irritation.  It  continues,  however,  often 
ftationary,  for  long  ; but  always  takes  on  inflam- 
mation at  laft,  when  its  fize  augments  in  every 
direction.  The  confequence  of  this  is  the  rup- 
ture of  the  external  teguments,  and  then  the  dif- 
eafe  proceeds,  as  in  other  lituations.  In  its 
progrefs  on  the  tongue,  the  fubftance  of  it 
fplits  into  chinks,  which  become  furrounded 
with  a thick  hard  margin;  and  thus  the  functions 
of  the  part  come  to  be  deftroyed.  Sometimes 
the  tongue  becomes  entirely  divided  into  two. 

But  Cancer  of  the  infide  of  the  cheek  and 
tongue,  frequently  appears,  firft  in  the  form  of  an 
open  fore,  without  any  previous  formation  of 
wart : In  this  cafe  it  proceeds,  from  an  ab  ration 
of  furface,  in  confequence  of  the  irritation  from  a 
pointed  tooth ; and  this  being  continued  where 
a predifpofition  to  the  difeafe  prevails,  the  fore 
aflumes  a Cancerous  appearance  ; and  in  this  cafe 
it  is  even  more  rapid  in  its  progrefs  than  in  the  for- 
mer. The  chief  fymptoms  that  attend  a Can- 
cerous affe&ion  of  the  lips,  mouth,  or  tongue, 
particularly  of  the  latter,  is  the  enlargement  of 
the  different  contiguous  glands ; and  thus  diffi- 
culty of  fwallowing,  tenfion  of  jaws,  and  pain  of 
throat,  arife  in  its  advanced  ftage.  But  a more 
troublefome  fymptom  than  even  thefe,  is  the  con- 
ftant  falivary  difeharge,  or  ptyalifm,  to  which 
they  give  rife ; and  it  correfponds,  in  quantity, 
to  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe.  It  will  amount,  at 
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times,  to  feveral  pounds  a day,  and  fuffers  no  in- 
termiflion  ; fo  that  it  produces  the  greateft  emacia- 
tion and  debility,  and  thus  hurry s on  the  fatal  termi- 
nation of  the  difeafe.  It  is  attended  with  a fenfe 
of  conftant  burning  heat  in  the  mouth  and  throat, 
which  regularly  increafes  as  the  evening  Hedtic 
comes  on.  Where  the  difeafe  is  fituated  pretty 
far  back,  and  the  falivary  glands  not  fo  much 
affedted  as  the  parts  of  the  throat,  inftead  of  the 
ptyalifm,  a conftant  fpitting  of  tough  phlegm 
enlues,  attended  with  the  fame  fyrpptoms  of  ir- 
ritation. 


Sect.  6. 

4.  Noje,  Face,  and  Skin}  (Nafus,  Facies , et  Te~ 
gumenta.') 

/CANCERS  of  the  nofe,  are  either  external  or 
internal.  In  the  former  cafe,  they  affedt 
the  common  (kin ; in  the  latter  they  occupy  the 
fine  internal  membrane  which  lines  it.  The 
former  are  generally  very  circumfcribed  and  flow 
in  their  progrefs : They  begin,  as  on  the  lip,  like 
a fmall  inflamed  wart,  with  the  fame  hardnefs  of 
bafe,  and  tendency  to  bleed  on  the  flighted  touch 
or  elfe  they  difcharge  a mixed  ferofity,  which, 
on  drying,  forms  a fcab  that  falls  off,  and  is  fuc- 
ceffively  replaced  by  another  for  fome  confider- 
able  time.  Thefe  fcabs  become,  at  laft,  equal 

with 


I42 


OF  CANCER. 


with  the  fkin,  and  falling  off,  give  place  to  an 
ulcerous  appearance  below,  from  which  is  emit- 
ted a ferous  difcharge,  tinged  with  blood,  fome- 
limes  purulent ; and  as  this  ulcer  extends,  fmall 
tendinous  filaments  can  be  perceived  fpreading 
from  it,  into  the  neighbouring  flefh;  frequently  too 
little  pimples  appear  on  the  adjacent  fkin,  the  top 
of  which  coming  to  open,  they  affume  an  ulcer- 
ous appearance,  and  difplay  the  fame  difpofition 
as  in  the  original  feat  of  the  difeafe.  This  is  the 
ufual  progrefs  of  Cancer,  in  every  part  of  the 
common  teguments,  and  may  ferve  as  a general 
example  of  its  hiilory  when  affe&ing  the  Ikin  *. 

In  the  latter  fpecies,  or  inlide  of  the  nofe,  Can- 
cers begin  with  a fimple  thickening  of  the  mem- 

* A particular  fpecies  of  Cancer  is  defcribed  by  Mr  Pott, 
as  affecting  the  fkin  of  the  Scrotum,  (or  covering  ef  the 
Tefticles)  in  Chimney  Sweeps,  and  all  manufacturers  that 
work  in  foot.  It  commences  like  a wart,  as  in  other 
parts,  and  is  termed,  by  the  tradefmen  themfelves,  the  Sost 
f’/art.  It  occupies  the  inferior  part  of  the  Scrotum,  and 
degenerates  foon  into  a fuperficial,  painful,  ragged,  ill-look- 
ing fore,  with  hard  and  rifing  edges.  It  never  appears 
till  after  the  age  of  puberty  ; being  fuppofed  venereal,  it 
becomes  exafperated  under  the  ufe  of  Mercury,  fo  as  to 
fpread  over  the  whole  Scrotum,  Tefticle,  &c.  and  to  make 
its  way  upwards  into  the  abdomen,  when  it  proves  fatal. 
1 his  fpecies  of  Cancer  is  remarkably  rapid  in  its  progrefs  ; 
and  Mr  Pott  confrders  immediate  excifion  cf  the  affe&ed 
part,  as  the  only  certain  cure,  it  being  entirely  local,  and 
occafioned  by  the  acrimony  of  the  loot  retained  in  the  Ru- 
gofities  of  the  Scrotum. 
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brane  ; fometimes  alfo  in  the  form  of  wart ; but 
more  rarely,  this  thickening  extends  and  enlarges, 
fo  as  to  fill  up,  more  or  lefs,  the  cavity  of  the  nofb, 
when  ending  in  ulceration,  the  foft  parts  of  the 
nofe,  and  even  the  bones  themfelves,  become  con- 
fumed,  attended  with  a moil  foetid  difcharge,  and 
ugly  appearance  of  the  fore. 

Other  difeafes  of  the  part,  efpecially  Polypus, 
change  alfo  into  Cancer ; and  the  tendency  to  this 
change,  may  be  judged  of  in  proportion  to  the 
firmnefs  of  texture  and  hardnefs,  correfpon&ent 
to  the  feel  of  fchirrus  in  other  fituations. 

Sect.  7. 

5.  Tejlicles,  ( Te/ies ). 

ANGER  of  the  tefiicles,  is  fubjedl  to  more 
^ variety  in  its  appearance  than  any  other 
form  of  the  difeafe,  both  in  its  original  attack,  and. 
alfo  in  its  fubfequent  progrefs  *.  At  firft  its  moll 

ufuai 

* Mr  Pearfon,  whom  we  have  had  occafion  frequently 
to  mention,  has  been  at  much  pains  in  pointing  out  certain 
Scrophulous  affe&ions  of  the  Tefiicles,  refembling  real  fchir- 
rus ; at  leaft  he  proceeds  on  the  fuppofition  of  their  being 
Scrophulous,  from  their  having  yielded  to  the  Hemlock 
Poultice,  with  fmall  dofes  of  Calomel,  Sal  Sodse,  and  tins 
ufe  of  the  Bark.  Practitioners  are  certainly  much  indebted 
to  Mr  Pearfon,  for  his  obfervations,  and  his  very  laudable 

define 
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ufual  form,  is  that  of  a fmall  enlargement,  and 
induration  of  the  body  of  the  teflicle,  in  one  point. 
This  enlargement  gradually  increafes,  but  little 
or  no  pain,  or  marks  of  inflammation,  for  a long 
time  attend  it,  except  what  arife  limply  from  its 
weight;  but  in  procefs  of  time,  and  with  many  pa- 
tients very  early,  thefe  firft  fymptoms  give  place 
to  the  fame  changes  as  mark  its  progrefs  in  other 
parts.  With  an  increafe  of  fwelling,  and  incom- 
preflible  hardnefs,  its  furface  becomes  gradually 
more  ragged,  craggy,  and  unequal,  feeling  fore 
upon,  or  foon  after  being  handled.  Severe  pains  are 
felt  alfo  through  its  fubflance,  fhooting  up  to 
the  groin,  and  from  the  back,  darting  as  it  were, 
in  fharp  flings,  in  confequence  of  its  weight. 
Matter  at  lafl  forms  in  different  parts  of  the  fwel- 
ling, and  an  extravafation  of  fluid,  alfo,  frequent- 
ly takes  place  betwixt  it  and  the  teguments, 
forming  a mixture  of  difeafe,  (or  Hydrofarcocele.') 
When  matter  forms,  the  fpermatic  cord,  becomes 
more  or  lefs  affeded  ; in  fome  other  cafes,  how- 
ever, it  takes  place  previous  to  this  period.  In 
certain  rare  inftances  alfo,  the  fpermatic  cord  has 
been  known  firft  affeded ; but  this  is  not  the  gene- 
ral progrefs  of  the  difeafe.  At  any  rate,  from  the 
time  matter  forms,  it  gradually  enlarges  and  be- 

defire  to  circumfcribe,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  extent  of  this 
formidable  difeafe.  In  all  cafes,  therefore,  where  the  affec- 
tion is  ftationary,  and  fhews  the  appearances  he  defcribes, 
his  practice  is  certainly  deferving  of  a fair  trial. 
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comes  painful,  often  to  fuch  a degree,  as  not  to 
bear  the  flighted:  touch,  and  afiumes  the  fame 
unequal  feel  with  the  tedicle  itfelf.  In  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  changes,  in  the  appearance  of 
the  fwelling,  difcolouration  of  the  teguments  en- 
fues,  and,  at  laft,  giving  way,  the  ulcerous  date 
appears  here,  with  the  lame  characteriftic  fvmp- 
toms,  as  in  other  parts,  viz.  a foul  foetid  fore, 
with  hardened  edges,  and  frequently  thrufting 
out  from  the  fubftance  of  the  tefticles,  a painful 
gleeting  fungus,  fubjedt  to  hemorrhage.  Front 
the  dependent  fituation  of  the  part,  the  fwelling 
here  is  commonly  greater  than  in  any  other 
cafe  of  the  difeafe,  and  lefs  eafily  reduced  when 
the  ulcerous  date  enfues:  Indeed,  it  is  generally 
more  enlarged  by  this  circumdance  taking  place. 
The  difcharge  is  alfo,  for  the  fame  reafon,  more 
copious,  and  the  conditution  and  health  of  the 
patient,  in  confequence  fooner  dedroyed  *. 

Sect. 

* A very  peculiar  fpecies  of  Sarcocele,  (or  Cancerous 
Tefticle),  is  defcribed  in  the  tranfadtions  of  the  Royal  Society, 
being  a communication  by  Sir  Jofeph  Banks.  This  fpecies 
of  the  difeafe,  is  peculiar  to  a certain  nation,  named  the 
Bambara  nation  in  Africa,  lying  to  the  eaft  of  Senegal,  and 
more  common  among  the  chiefs,  than  the  lower  ranks.  It 
begins  with  a gradual  fwelling  of  the  tefticles,  without 
pain  or  inflammation.  This  increafe  is  generally  flow,  but 
arrives  to  an  enormous  fize  at  laft  ; fo  that,  in  the  cafe  feen 
by  the  writer  of  the  communication,  it  would  have  meafur- 
ed  from  the  os  pubis  to  the  under  part  of  the  fcroluru,  at 
leaft,  two  feet  and  a half  long,  and  its  diameter,  acrofs  from 
T thigh 
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Sect.  8. 

6.  Penis. 

nP  IIOUGH  a wart,  or  tubercle,  on  fome  part 
of  the  penis,  is  molt  frequently  the  firft 
fymptom  of  Cancer ; yet  fpreading  fores  of  that 
part,  which  fucceed  a venereal  affection,  or  the 
imprudent  ufe  of  Mercury,  are  to  be  conlidered 
alfo,  as  we  fhall  afterwards  obferve,  as  of  this  clafs, 
fince  they  often  require  excilion  of  the  part. 

In  the  firjl  form,  or  that  of  wart,  the  difeafe 
often  remains  long  in  a quiefcent  ftate-  but  when 
either  irritation  is  applied,  or  inflammation  induced 
in  it,  it  then  becomes  painful,  acquires  an  increaf- 
ing  magnitude,  and  ends,  at  laft,  in  ulceration, 

thigh  to  thigh,  not  lets  than  eighteen  inches.  Being  a folid 
maf-,  it  could  not  weigh  lefs  than  fifty  pounds.  The  pa- 
tient had  been  under  it,  no  lefs  than  twenty  five  years.  It 
begins  commonly  about  the  age  of  twenty-five  or  thirty, 
and  though  probably  connected  with  a hereditary  difpofition  ; 
yet  the  immoderate  ufe  of  Cayenne  Pepper,  which  produces  a 
powerful  irritation  of  thele  parts,  may  halten  its  exceflive 
increafe.  Even  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  othei  warm  cli- 
mates, the  teguments  of  the  Scrotum  are  apt  to  be  affedted 
with  a uniform  firm  fwelling.  without  any  decolouration, 
which,  in  its  progref , communicates  to  the  tefticles ; and 
this  is,  perhaps  of  the  fame  fpecies  with  the  forme'  , though 
never  gaining  inch  an  enormous  fize.  it  is  alfo  incurable. 
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with  the  fame  appearance  of  foetid  difcharge  as 
attends  Cancers  in  other  fituations.  In  the  pro- 
grefs of  its  corrofion,  it  penetrates  into  the  ure- 
thra, and  produces  fiftulous  openings,  which,  from 
the  irritation  of  the  urine,  aggravate  the  difeafe. 
If  allowed  to  proceed,  it  fpreads,  in  time,  to  the 
groin,  affecting  the  lymphatic  glands,  and  from 
thence  to  thofe  of  the  abdomen.  The  original  of 
this  difeafe,  in  the  form  of  wart,  is  diftinguiflied 
by.  its  broad  bafe,  exceeding  that  of  its  fuperficies  ; 
and  by  the  deep  hold  its  root  feems  to  take  of  the 
part  within,  being  lefs  an  excrefcence  from  it, 
than  a real  continuation  of  its  fubftance. 

When  appearing  here,  firft  as  an  ulcerous  fore, 
the  progrefs  of  Cancer  is  more  rapid.  The  whole 
fubftance  of  the  penis,  becomes  foon  altered  to  a 
difeafed  ftate.  The  teguments,  over  all,  acquire  a 
dark  red  hue,  and  the  fubftance.  of  the  member  be- 
comes morbidly  hard  and  folid,  fo  as  to  be  inelaftic. 
The  fore  has  a iloughy  appearance,  is  furrounded 
with  livid  unequal  edges,  liable  to  bleed,  and  is 
exquifitely  painful.  As  it  fpreads  rapidly,  inter- 
nally, the  whole  projecting  part  of  the  penis 
comes  to  be  deftroyed  by  its  ravages ; after  which, 
carrying  its  progrefs  to  the  abdomen,  it  proves 
fatal. 
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S.ECT.  9. 

7,  Pro/? ate  Gland. 

well  as  the  tefticles  and  penis,  the  proftate 
gland  is  occafionally  the  fubject  of  fchirrus ; 
and  it  becomes  enlarged,  from  this  caufe,  beyond 
its  natural  walnut  fize,  fometimes  to  that  of  the  fill. 
It  is  entirely  a difeafe  of  advanced  life,  and  as  the 
part  which  forms  the  feat  of  it,  lies  deep,  it  is  often 
miflaken  for  Hone  of  the  bladder.  The  differ- 
ence can  only  be  known  by  examination  per 
anum,  as  recommended  by  Mr  Hunter.  The  ef- 
fect of  the  enlargement  of  the  proilate,  is  its  ob- 
ilructing  the  lides  of  the  urinary  canal ; its  acting 
like  a valve  to  the  mouth  of  the  urethra,  (or  paf- 
fage),  and  its  projecting  alfo  into  the  bladder,  of- 
ten lome  inches,  fo  as  to  form  an  irritation  to  that 
organ.  The  principal  fymptom  that  denotes  this 
affection,  is  lirangury,  and  next,  the  difficulty  of 
palling  an  inftrument,  or  bougie , to  relieve  it.  If 
the  obftruction  is  felt  more  particularly  about  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  there  can  be  little  doubt  it 
ariles  from  this  caufe. 

This  difeafe  often  occafions  fillulous  openings, 
to  be  formed  for  the  difeharge  of  the  urine,  in 
co.nfequence  of  the  ftrong  action  of  the  bladder, 
to  relieve  the  obftruttion ; and  by  this  means  a 
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communication  has  been  known  to  be  opened 
betwixt  the  projiate  and  re  Slum. 


Sect.  10. 

QlJCH  are  the  moft  frequent  feats  of  Cancer 
^ which  we  have  now  defcribed  ; but  there 
are  alfo  feveral  internal  parts,  more  particularly 
the  ftomach  and  liver,  that  become  occafionally 
fubjefted  to  this  malady.  Its  fymptoms,  how- 
ever, when  internal,  are  fomewhat  obfcure,  and 
its  progrefs  generally  too  far  advanced  for  relief, 
before  being  detected  ; we  fhall  here  give  fome 
hiftory  of  thefe  forms  of  the  malady,  chiefly  to 
point  out  their  fimilarity  with  the  appearance  of 
the  difeafe  in  other  fltuations. 

8.  Stomach,  ( Gajlritis. ) 

This  affection  is  more  common  in  the  male 
than  in  the  female ; one  great  caufe  of  it  being 
intemperance,  efpecially  in  the  ufe  of  ardent  fpi- 
rits.  In  both  fexes  it  is  a difeafe  of  advanced 
life,  and  varies  in  different  cafes,  both  in  its  feat 
and  extent.  Sometimes  it  affects  the  whole  of 
the  organ  ; but,  more  frequently  it  is  confined  to 
one  part,  the  pylorus , in  confequence  of  its  glan- 
dular ftrudure  favouring  more  itrongly  the  action 
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of  the  morbid  caufe.  It  is  marked,  at  fird,  with 
the  ufual  fymptoms  of  Dyspepjia,  (or  domach 
complaints)  ; but  the  ficknefs  and  vomiting  be- 
come, in  time,  much  more  condant  and  fevere, 
every  thing  whatever  being  rejected,  as  foon  as 
taken.  The  pain  alfo  becomes  more  charader- 
iftic,  confiding  of  fliarp  lancilating  throbs,  or  of  a 
pricking,  darting  nature  ; or  elfe  of  a feille  of 
burning  heat.  Blood  is  fometimes  thrown  up, 
and  often  an  acrid  matter  of  a very  offen- 
five  fmell.  As  the  difeafe  advances,  it  can  be 
felt  by  external  examination ; and  diflenfion  of 
the  abdomen,  towards  its  termination,  enfues. 
The  pulfe  here  is  fmall  and  frequent,  and  the 
hedic  is  marked  by  drong  rigors,  dronger  than  in 
mod  other  cafes  *. 

9.  Liver , ( Hepar. ) 

The  Liver  is  dill  more  fubjed  than  the  former 
organ  to  this  difeafe  : It  arifes  frequently,  as  it 
were,  lpontaneoufly ; and  from  middle  age  to  ad- 
vanced life,  is  the  period  of  its  attack.  Hard 
drinkers  are  its  more  ufual  vidims,  and  men 
oftener  than  women.  The  fymptoms  of  this 
affedion  are  often  drongly  marked  in  the  coun- 

* A remarkable  cafe  of  Cancer  in  the  ftomach,  is  men- 
tioned by  Dr  Stark  where  the  patient  during  life,  neither 
felt  ficknefs,  nor  was  troubled  with  retchings.  This  cir- 
cumftance  he  attributes  to  the  weaknefs  of  the  organ,  being 
incapable  of  any  exertion. 
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tenailce,  but  at  other  times  they  are  more  ob- 
fcure  ; or  it  is  entirely  m shaken  for  Dyfpeptic,  (or 
ftomach  complaints),  till  its  laft  ftage.  The  pa- 
tient feels  flight  pain,  generally  tranfient,  in 
the  right  hypochondrium  extending  to  the  clavicle , 
(or  top  of  the  (boulder),  and  this  pain  he  refers 
improperly  to  the  region  of  the  flomach  : It  is 
fomewhat  alleviated  by  eructation,  which  confirms 
him  in  his  belief : But  as  the  difeafe  advances, 
(and  it  is  generally  of  fome  years  continuance),  the 
occurrence  of  fever,  towards  evening,  (hews  it  dif- 
ferent from  dyfpeptic,  (or  ftomach  complaints.) 
This  fever  is,  at  firft,  fomewhat  obfcure  : The 
heat  of  the  body  is  increafed,  but  the  pulfe  is 
little  affedled.  There  prevail  alternate  heats  and 
colds : The  breathing  is  fomewhat  impeded  on 
motion.  The  patient  lies  with  difficulty  on  the 
left  fide,  and  feels  a fenfe  of  weight  and  pain 
from  preflure,  on  the  right,  under  the  falfe  ribs. 
Great  uneafinefs  of  ftomach  feems  to  take  place, 
attended  with  obftinate  coftivenefs.  A gradual 
diminution  of  ftrength,  and  emaciation,  enfue ; 
and,  with  thefe  fymptoms,  there  is  remarked  a 
pale  fallow  complexion,  and  dull  white  colour,  or 
yellow  tinge  of  the  eye.  Thus,  the  difeafe  pro- 
ceeds, and  it  generally  terminates  in  an  attack 
of  jaundice  and  dropfy ; but,  in  fome  cafes,  the 
enlargement,  or  morbid  ftate  of  the  liver,  is  con- 
fpicuous  before  this  period. 

This  afiedlion  is  not  always  fatal,  and  many  have 
recovered  from  it,  even  in  cales  of  long  (landing. 

PART 
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PART  II. 

Peculiarities  of  Cancer. 


Sect,  i . Species  of  Cancer. 

JJAVING,  in  the  preceding  part,  examined 
the  general  appearances  and  mod  frequent 
feats  of  Cancer,  and  found  it  difplay  itfelf  always 
under  one  of  four  forms,  viz.  either  as  a morbid 
induration,  a flelhy  excrefcence,  a wart,  or  an 
ulcer,  we  fhall  next  offer  a divifion  of  the  difeafe, 
with  a practical  view ; and  fuch  as  we  conceive 
to  be  fandtioned  by  experience  in  its  treatment. 

Many  divifions  have  beenj  formed  'by  authors, 
and  they  have  proceeded  on  different  principles, 
either  with  a view  to  point  out  its  nature,  as  i ft, 
into  the  univerfal  and  local ; 'idly,  the  dif- 
ference, in  its  external  appearance  ; or,  lajlly, 
they  have  grounded  their  diftinctions  on  mere 
theoretical  ideas,  founded  on  fanciful  hypothefes, 
and  involving  no  real  practical  utility.  Thefe 
are  too  numerous  to  deferve  any  quotation. 

The  different  forms  of  the  difeafe,  we  conceive, 
may  be  all  arranged  into  three  fpecies,  which 
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may  be  diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of  tbe  Predif- 
pofed  Cancer,  the  Accidental,  and  the  Cancerous 
Ulcer ; the  lad  being  a diftinction  fird  taken 
notice  of,  with  much  propriety,  by  Mr  Peryhle. 

By  the  firft  fpecies,  we  underdand  every  fchir- 
rous  fwelling,  which  arifes,  at  drd,  without  any 
evident  or  external  caufe  ; and  which,  though 
removed,  difplays  dill  the  fame  difpoiltion  in  the 
part,  and  afterwards  in  the  fydem  at  large. 

By  the  fccond , we  mean  every  fwelling  of  the 
fame  kind,  but  which,  brought  on  by  accident,  or 
other  external  circumdances,  diews,  on  its  remo- 
val, no  tendency  to  return  ; and  the  patient  con- 
tinues unade<ded  by  any  other  form  of  tire  difeafe, 
or  by  any  fucceeding  appearance  of  it  in  the 
fame  place. 

Under  the  l aft,  is  comprehended  every  appear- 
ance of  fore,  which,  not  beginning  originally  as  a 
Cancer,  alTumes,  in  the  end,  this  difpoiltion,  and 
arifes  as  a .confequence  of  other  difeafes.  Not 
till  its  lad  dage,  therefore,  when  acquiring  the 
Phagadenic  character,  is  it  properly  referable  to 
this  clafs. 

The  fird  fpecies  is  by  far  the  mod  frequent 
form  of  the  difeafe.  Out  of  ten  Cancerous  cafes, 
nine  we  may  fet  down  as  of  this  defcription,  which 
both  accounts  for  the  incurable  nature  of  the 
malady,  and  for  the  finall  fuccefs  which  is  to  be 
expecled  from  extirpation.  It  is  this  predifpofi- 
tion  then,  which  we  confider  as  demanding  the 
chief  attention  of  practitioners,  without  which, 
U every 
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every  attempt  at  a ,cure  will  prove  ineffectual. 
Even  all  the  other  fpecies  of  the  difeafe,  termi- 
nate in  this,  as  is  evident  from  feveral  parts  of  the 
body  coming  then  to  be  attacked,  and  from  the 
general  deranged  (late  which  the  whole  fyftem 
difplays.  It  has  been  remarked  by  fome  authors, 
that  the  predifpofition  to  this  fpecies  of  the  dif- 
eafe, is  ftrongeft  in  thofe  of  a remarkably  healthy 
conftitution,  but  who  have,  at  the  fame  time,  an 
irritable  nervous  fyfrem  ; that  its  prefence  is  par- 
ticularly diftinguifhed  by  a fhining  yellow  red 
colour  of  countenance ; and  that  while  all  the 
reft  of  the  fyftem  is  tremblingly  alive,  it  is  re- 
markable that  the  ftomach  and  bowels  appear  to 
poffefs  a torpor,  which  may  be  confidered  as  cha- 
radteriftic  of  a tendency  to  the  difeafe.  From 
experience,  we  are  convinced  that  this  obferva- 
tion  is  well  founded  *. 

Of  the  fecond  fpecies,  or  Accidental  Cancer, 
there  is  little  doubt  but  many  cafes  occur;  but 
it  requires  much  judgment  and  obfervation  of  the 
difeafe,  to  decide,  whether  they  are  really  of  this 
nature.  The  comparative  number,  we  are  afraid, 
is  not  equal  to  what  practitioners,  from  their 
prejudice  in  favour  of  extirpation,  would  lead  us 

* A remarkable  cafe  of  Univerfal  Cancer  is  to  be  found 
in  the  i ith  volume  of  the  Medical  Commentaries,  by  Dr 
Kentifh,  -where  every  part  of  the  fyftem  feeimd  to  have 
taken  on  a manifefl  Cancerous  difpofition.  Many  other 
cafes  of  the  fame  kind  are  to  be  found  in  different  periodi- 
cal works. 
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to  believe.  Mod  patients  alfo,  by  their  own  hif- 
torv  of  their  cafes,  would  wi!h  to  refer  every 
form  of  the  difeafe  to  this  fpecies  ; and  the  idea 
of  a taint  in  their  habit,  or  a malady  of  a heredi- 
tary nature,  they  are  reluflant  to  perfuade  them- 
felves  of,  as  a fort  of  refled.ion  on  themfelves  or 
their  families.  It  is  this  likewife  that  often  mif- 
leads  a praditioner,  and  induces  him  to  yield,  at 
times,  to  the  prejudices  of  his  patient,  againft  his 
own  better  judgment. 

To  this  divifion  belongs  the  Bay  Sore , fo  fre- 
quent, as  to  be  almoft  endemic  at  the  Bay  of 
Honduras,  and  fuppofed  to  arife  from  the  poifon 
of  a fly,  as  related  by  Dr  Mofeley. 

Of  the  Cancerous  ulcer,  or  third  fpe.cies,  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  fmce  it  arifes,  for  the  moil  part, 
as  a confequence  of  other  difeafes  ; often  the  too 
free  ufe  of  debilitating  medicines  in  particular 
conftitutions,  and  it  is  always  connected  with  a 
ftate  of  the  fyflem  at  large.  Thus,  it  frequently 
fuceeeds  the  adion  of  the  venereal  poifon,  or  its 
antidote,  forming  Cancerous  Bubo,  Chancre,  &c. 

A remarkable  fpecies  of  it  is  known  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  under  the  name  of  the  Crab  Taw. 
Its  external  marks,  as  in  other  cafes  of  Ulcerated 
Cancer,  are  its  irregular  figure,  and  unequal  fur- 
face  ; the  acrid  foetid  fordid  fanies  of  the  dif- 
charge  ; the  callous  lips  of  the  fore,  thick,  indurat- 
ed and  painful ; and  the  fungous  excrefcence 
from  its  fubftance.  It  is  in  this  fpecies  of  the 
difeafe,  that  cures  of  Cancer  have  chiefly  fucceed- 
U 2 ed. 
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ed.  Hence  fome  practitioners,  as  Profeflor  Rich* 
ter  of  Gottingen,  carrying  their  ideas  of  the  in- 
curable nature  of  Cancer  too  far,  have  alledged 
that  there  are  no  certain  diagnoftics  of  it ; that 
fuch  cures  have  arifen  from  practitioners  rather 
miftaking  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  ; for  that  the 
term  Cancer  itfelf,  like  that  of  malignant  fever,  is 
often  made  ufe  of  as  a veil  to  ignorance,  when 
the  phylician  is  unacquainted  with  the  method 
of  cure.  In  this  way  he  alledges  the  Cancerous 
and  Carious  Ulcer  are  often  miftaken  for  each 
other.  But,  in  fpite  of  this  opinion,  we  may  juft- 
ly  contend,  that  wherever ' the  above  diagnoftics 
are  prefent  in  any  cafe  of  fore,  and  where  it  re- 
fills the  ufual  remedies  to  which  other  fores  yield, 
whatever  may  have  been  its  origin,  whether 
venereal,  fcorbutic,  &-c.  it  then  properly  be- 
longs to  this  clafs  of  difeafe,  and  poflefles  a real 
Cancerous  tendency.  This  fcepticifm  on  the 
diagnoftic  fymptoms  of  Cancer,  is  carried  ftill  far- 
ther, in  a publication  on  the  fubjefl,  which  we 
have  already  made  feveral  obfervations  on,  by 
Mr  Pearfon,  furgeon  in  London  : Of  all  the  cha- 
raCteriftic  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  he  does  not 
allow  one  as  unexceptionable.  From  fuch  publi- 
cations, one  advantage,  we  hope,  will  refult,  that 
if  they  detraft  from  our  knowledge  of  the  hifto- 
ry  of  the  difeafe,  they  will,  in  the  fame  degree, 
renders  us  cautious  of  proceeding  to  excifion, 
while  uncertain  of  its  true  nature,  and,  in  many 
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cafes,  prolong  the  life  of  a patient,  facrificed  to 
the  keenefs  of  the  operator. 


Sect.  2.  Of  the  Feelings  from  Cancer. 

rT',HE  feelings  from  this  difeafe  are,  at  times, 
very  various.  They  confift,  as  we  former- 
ly obferved,  of  fharp  lancilating  pains  darting 
through  the  difeafed  part ; of  a fenfe  of  burning 
heat ; or  of  a fort  of  Ihooting  and  pricking,  re- 
fembling  the  thruft  of  needles.  The  firlt  of  t’nefe 
pains  prevails  chiefly  in  thofe  cafes  where  the 
difeafe  affedts  the  more  internal  ftrudiure  of  the 
part;  and  alfo  in  the  cafes  of  internal  Cancer,  or 
of  the  vifcera.  It  is  often  merely  temporary  and 
will  remain  abfent  for  the  fpace  of  weeks,  and 
again  return  without  any  apparent  caufe.  It 
fometimes  gives  place  to  a dull  heavy  pain,  and 
when  this  is  the  cafe,  it  often  marks  the  difeafe 
having  fpread  into  the  cellular  membrane,  and 
the  veffels  having  given  way,  by  which  the  im- 
paction is  taken  off.  Thefe  lancilating  pains  rife 
to  the  mot  exquifite  height  in  Cancer  of  the  fto- 
mach  and  womb.  The  miferable  victim  is  tortured 
with  them  day  and  night,  extending  in  every  di- 
rection, and  receives  no  eafe,  but  from  the  mod 
incredible  quantites  of  Opium , which,  at  times, 
even  fails  to  give  relief. 
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The  fecond  kind  of  pain  taken  notice  of,  is 
more  common  in  the  ulcerated  date  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  attended  often  with  a fmarting  forenefs, 
always  mod  painful  in  the  night  time,  and  thefe 
uneafy  feelings,  from  this  malady,  arife  fometimes 
to  that  height,  as  to  throw  the  patient  into  faint- 
ings  and  convuldons,  from  which  he  awakes  to 
experience  the  fa/ne  renewed  fcene  of  torture. 

Another  feeling,  which  often  arifes  in  this  dif- 
eafe,  efpecially  when  the  acutenefs  of  pain  is  lul- 
led by  Opiates , is  excedive  itchinefs,  not  lets 
tormenting  than  real  pain  : It  proceeds  to  that 
degree,  as  to  deprive  the  patient  entirely  of  deep  ; 
and  indeed,  in  the  lajl  dage  of  the  malady,  deep 
is  a comfort  with  which  the  unhappy  fuderer  is 
feldom  bled. 

From  the  acutenefs  of  the  pain,  the  virulence 
of  the  enfuing  Cancer,  it  has  been  fuppofed,  may 
be  known  ; but  in  no  difeafe  are  the  changes  of 
feeling,  or  trandtions  fo  quick  as  in  Cancer. 
From  the  mod  extreme  pain  and  agony,  the  pa- 
tient will  often  receive  an  almod  indantaneous 
intermidion,  without  any  apparent  caufe  to  ac- 
count for  it.  The  fame  may  be  obferved  in  the 
hecdic  which  attends.  From  the  mod  violent 
paroxyfm,  the  patient  will  be  fuddenly  relieved, 
and  an  almod  entire  Apyrexia,  (or  freedom  from 
fever),  often  prevail  in  the  courfe  of  a few  mi- 
nutes ; and  thefe  intermidions  are  not  a little  de- 
ceitful to  the  attendants,  who  are  led,  from  them, 
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to  cherifh  hopes  of  amendment,  and  are  alfo  very 
unaccountable  to  the  practitioner. 


Sect.  3.  Of  the  Progrefs  of  Cancer. 

T^ROM  confidering  the  progrefs  of  Cancer  in 
■ different  cafes,  one  would  hardly  believe 
them  to  be  the  fame  affections.  In  fome  the  dif- 
eafe  advances  fo  rapidly,  that  it  finifhes  its  career 
in  the  courfe  of  a few  months,  with  all  the  fymp- 
toms  of  moft  violent  inflammation  and  acute 
fever.  In  others,  again,  its  progrefs  is  fo  flow, 
as  to  require  a number  of  years  to  pafs  through 
its  different  ftages.  No  fymptom  of  fever  attends, 
except  for  a day  or  two,  previous  to  the  burfting 
of  a gland,  and  the  whole  of  the  acute  fymptoms 
immediately  depart,  on  this  procefs  being  finifhed. 
In  thefe  Chronic  cafes,  the  difeafe  is  generally 
completely  peaceable  during  fummer,  and  the 
chief  attacks  of  it  are  confined  to  the  winter 
months.  It  is  perhaps,  in  the  firfl  fpecies,  that  the 
remedies  of  the  Narcotic  tribe  have  been  found 
often  fuccefsful,  if  not  in  curing  the  difeafe,  at 
leaf!  in  fufpending  the  morbid  aCtion  ; and  the 
Saline  and  Mineral  clafs,  if  ever  ufeful,  feems 
chiefly  fuited  to  the  latter.  The  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe,  alfo,  is  much  influenced  by  the  part  of 
the  body  it  attacks.  On  the  external  furface  of 
the  lips,  face,  or  nofe,  it  feems  much  circumfcrib- 
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ed,  and  continues  long  dationary.  In  the  inter- 
nal parts,  efpecially  where  the  circulation  to  them 
is  ftrong,  the  progrefs  is  generally  rapid. 


Sect.  4.  Of  the  DiffecHons  of  Cancer. 

/TUCH  has  been  learned  by  the  invedigation 
of  the  feats  and  caufes  of  difeafe  by  diffec- 
tion  ; but,  in  Cancer,  little  can  be  drawn  from 
this  fource,  to  elucidate  the  nature  of  the  ma- 
lady. 

In  every  difiedtion  of  a Cancerous  tumor  we 
find, 

1.  A hard  indurated  mafs,  often  arriving  at  a 
cartilaginous  confidence,  and  interfered,  more  or 
lefs,  by  membranous  fepta,  running  through  it, 
which  are  formed  by  the  capfules  of  the  glands 
having  acquired  this'  ftate  ; and  fince,  in  other 
places,  attacked  with  Cancer,  where  no  fuch 
glandular  dructure  prevails,  fomewhat  of  a fimi- 
lar  hardnefs  is  confpicuous,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that  this  date,  characteridic  of  the  difeafe,  is 
originally  induced  in  part  by  the  coagulable  lymph, 
deprived  of  its  thinner  parts  by  abforption,  and 
thickened  by  infiammation.  Thus,  Mr  Gooch 
obferves,  that  in  cutting  out  fchirrous  tumors,  he 
has  found  their  interior  fubdance,  like  a hard  un- 
ripe apple,  thin  dices  of  which  being  boiled  in 
water,  had  a horny  appearance  when  cold  and 


OF  CANCER. 


1 6x 


dry,  and  the  water  they  were  boiled  in  became 
glutinous. 

2.  Befides  this  hard  part,  fmall  cyfts,  or  cells, 
are  like  wife  found  occafionally,  containing  either 
a yellow  gelatinous  matter,  a famous  fluid,  or  a 
curdled  matter  tinged  with  blood.  In  fome 
cafes  thefe  cyfts  are  very  large,  and,  on  opening 
them,  they  are  furrounded  with  a difeafed  pulpy 
mafs.  Such  cyfts  are  certainly  formed  by  a num- 
ber of  the  indurated  glands  melting  down  into 
this  matter. 

3.  On  attempting  to  examine  farther  the  ftrudlure 
of  thefe  difeafed  parts,  we  find  a confufed  jumble 
prevail,  with  a real  obliteration  of  veflels,  and  the 
channels  of  circulation  through  the  part  deftroy- 
ed.  The  veflels  that  remain  are  confiderably 
enlarged,  and  impa&ed  with  a thick  black  grb- 
mous  blood,  fo  that,  if  capable  of  fecreting,  it  muft, 
in  this  altered  and  vitiated  ftate,  be  a fluid  of  an 
unufual  or  morbid  nature. 

The  obliteration  of  veflels  in  fchirrus,  has  been 
often  fhewn  by  the  injections  of  different  ana- 
tomifts. 

4.  But  befides  the  real  indurated  part  which  forms 
the  difeafe,  there  appears,  in  every  cafe  of  Cancer 
when  it  arrives  at  the  ulcerated  ftate,  a growth  of 
fungus,  various  in  its  appearance,  often  of  fo  con- 
fiderable  fize,  as  to  have  been  marked  by  fome 
authors  for  a diffindt  lpecies  of  the  difeafe.  This 
may  be  confidered  as  an  accidental  part ; but,  at 
the  fame  time,  fuch  as  denotes  the  ftrength  of  the 

X Can- 


OF  CANCER. 


162 

Cancerous  difpofition.  This  fungus  rifes  irregu- 
larly, preferves  a clean  healthy  appearance  for  a 
certain  time,  and  gains  alfo  a certain  height,  after 
which  it  becomes  white  at  top,  gangrene  takes 
place,  and  it  ends  in  a hollow,  or  inequality,  while 
the  neighbouring  parts  alfume  the  fame  appear- 
ance, and  fall  down  in  the  fame  way. 

5.  To  thefe  conftant  appearances  in  every  Can- 
cerous mafs,  maybe  added,  lajlly,  that  of  long  frnall 
white  filaments,  which  feem  to  form  a connexion 
between  the  tumor  and  the  adjacent  parts,  and 
have  been  termed  by  the  earlier  writers,  the  roots 
of  the  Cancer ; being  evidently  lymphatic  veffels, 
whofe  fides  have  been  obliterated,  by  taking  on 
the  morbid  dilpolition. 

The  above  particulars,  obferved  in  the  diffec- 
tion  of  Cancers  in  general,  will  be  farther  illuf- 
trated  by  detailing  that  of  the  womb  and  teflicle, 
as  peculiar  glandular  organs ; and  afterwards  of 
the  ftomach  and  liver. 

1.  Womb,  (Uterus.) 

Dissections  of  fchirrous  wombs  fliew  an  in- 
creafe  of  bulk.  Their  fubftance,  when  cut  into, 
confifls  of  a whitifh  firm  matter,  interfered,  as 
elfewhere,  with  flrong  membranous  fepta.  The 
internal  furface  of  the  womb,  difcovers  ulceration 
indifferent  parts,  from  which  long  ragged  proceffes 
ate  fent  out.  This  ulceration  is  different  in  its 
progrefs  and  extent,  and  is  occafionalty  commu- 
nicated 
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nicated  to  the  different  parts  connected  with  the 
womb.  The  organ  is  frequently  found,  in  great 
part,  diffolved  into  this  ulcerated  mafs,  with  irre- 
gular growth,  except  part  of  the  fundus ; for  the 
cervix,  (or  neck),  buffers  molt  in  this  difeafe. 
There  is  feldom  ulceration  where  tubercles  only 
exift,  but  they  are  found  of  various  fize  and 
fhape. 


2.  Testicle,  (Testis.) 

Dissections  of  the  tefticle  in  this  difeafe,  fhew, 
like  the  former  organ,  an  increafe  of  fize,  often 
very  confiderable  ; a lofs  of  the  natural  ftruc- 
ture,  converted  into  a hard  mafs  of  a brownifh 
colour;  which  is  more  or  lefs  interfered  by  mem- 
brane, and  has  often  cells  formed  in  it,  con- 
taining a famous  fluid.  When  farther  advanced, 
external  ulceration  appears,  affuming  either  the 
form  of  a foul  deep  ulcer,  or  throwing  out  an  ir- 
regular gleety  fungus. 

3.  Stomach,  {Gastritis.) 

The  appearances  exhibited  by  the  flomach, 
wThen  expofed  by  diffection  in  this  difeafe,  are  an 
increafed  thicknefs  and  hardnefs  of  its  fubftance  ; 
fometimes  retaining  ftill,  when  cut  into,  the  na- 
tural appearance,  at  other  times,  very  much 
altered.  Thus,  its  outer  coat  is  found  hard  and 
griflly ; its  mufcular  part  interfered  by  flrong 
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and  frequent  membraneous  fepta,  and  its  inner 
coat  thick,  and,  at  times,  tuberculated.  This 
difeafed  mafs  is  often  ulcerated  in  fome  part, 
or  has  pafi'ed  into  the  Cancerous  date  ; frequent- 
ly, mdead  of  ulceration,  a fungus  or  growth  is 
thrown  out. 

Where  the  difeafe,  again,  is  more  partial,  it 
fhews  itfelf  in  the  fame  manner,  as  a hard  mafs, 
of  a whitifh  or  brownifh  colour ; but,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  it,  there  appear  lwelled  lym- 
phatic glands.  At  times,  the  fchirrus  tumor  has 
been  known  to  confid  of  a Angle  enlarged  gland,  , 
with  a fmall  depreflion  near  the  middle  of  its 

. ...  \ v\ 

face,  and  radiated  a little  in  its  driidture.  In 
this  cafe  the  fun&ions  of  the  domach  are  little  or 
no  way  affedted. 

4.  Liver,  (Hepar.) 

Tjie  whole  mafs  of  the  liver,  in  this  difeafe,  is 
generally  found  tuberculated,  and  the  tubercles 
are  placed  near  each  other.  They  are  of  a round- 
ed fhape,  of  various  lize,  from  that  of  a pin’s  head 
to  a hazel  nut.  The  organ,  in  this  date,  feds  hard 
to  the  touch  ; its  furface  appears  irregular,  and, 
not  uncommonly,  its  lower  edge  is  bent  a little 
forwards.  When  cut  into,  it  condds  of  a brown- 
ifh, or  yellowidi  white  folid  matter.  Nor  is  the 
lize  of  the  organ  increafed  in  this  difeafe ; the 
reverfe  takes  place,  along  with  a diminidied  dia- 
meter of  its  vedels ; thus  explaining  what  occurs 
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in  the  hate  of  the  circulation  in  other  cafes  of 
fchirrus.  The  colour  of  the  organ  is  often,  here, 
yellow,  while  that  of  the  gall-bladder  is  white 
and  empty  : The  fkin,  in  general,  is  jaundiced, 
and  there  is  alfo  water  in  the  abdomen. 

Inhead  of  this  general  tuberculous  hate,  often 
large  white  maffes  are  formed  in  different  parts  of 
the  organ,  particularly  near  its  edges,  and  between 
them  the  portion  of  the  liver  retains  its  healthy 
hate ; but  this  appearance  is  not  fo  frequent  as 
the  former. 


•/ 


n 
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Sect.  5. 


Of  the  General  State  of  the  Blood. 


T N the  real  Cancerous  predifpohtion,  wherever 
A the  fluids  are  fubjedled  to  experiment,  it  has 
been  found  by  authors,  that  the  Cr  off  amentum  is 
extremely  loofe,  and  that  a fuperabundant  fero- 
fity  prevails.  This  ferohty  is  alfo  impregnated 
with  a flrong  faline  principle,  which  would  feem, 
wherever  depohted,  and  allowed  to  undergo  the 
changes  induced  by  inflammation,  to  adt  as  a fol- 
vent.  It  is  this  principle  we  are  to  conhder,  as 
in  fome  meafure  the  bahs  of  that  deleterious  mat- 
ter which  is  afterwards  produced,  and  corrodes 
every  part  that  comes  within  its  adtion.  This 
loofe  hate  of  Craffamentum  is  confirmed  by  the 
great  tendency  to  hemorrhage  in  all  Cancerous 
cafes,  by  the  difficulty  of  Hemming  the  blood  which 
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points  out  its  very  fluid  ftate ; and  ftill  farther, 
by  the  frnall  quantity  of  coagulable  lymph  which 
appears  in  it,  when  allowed  to  ftagnate. 

On  xhis  fubjed,  however,  of  the  general  ftate 
of  the  fluids,  a fufficient  number  of  accurate  ex- 
periments have  not,  as  yet,  been  made.  It  is 
clear  the  fault  is  not  often  in  the  folid  alone,  for 
wre  find  the  difeafe  in  thofe  of  the  moft  tenfe  and 
vigorous  fibre.  On  this  point  we  hope  to  be  able, 
in  time,  to  offer  a moft  fatisfadory  train  of  ex- 
periments, wrhich  will  ferve,  in  the  moft  complete 
manner  to  eftablifh,  in  the  greater  number  of 
cafes,  the  conftitutional  nature  of  this  difeafe. 


Sect.  6.  Of  the  Difcharge  from  Cancer. 


A S the  vitiated  difcharge  in  Cancer  is  a chief 
•*-  fymptom,  and  marked  in  its  advanced  ftate 
by  a peculiar  fcetor , more  often  five  than  that  from 
any  other  fpecies  of  ulcer,  it  is  proper  to  enquire 
into  the  caufe  of  this  peculiarity,  and  chemiftry 
has  been  called  in  to  deted  it,  with  advantage. 

Dr  Adair  Crawford  is  the  principal  author 
who  has  had  the  merit  of  fubjeding  this  poifon  to 
accurate  experiment,  as  detailed  at  length  in  the 
tranfadions  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  from  thefe 
experiments  it  appears, 
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1.  That  the  prefence  of  a powerful  volatile 
alkali  is  detected  in  the  difcharge,  which  changes 
the  colour  of  vegetable  tin&ures. 

2.  That  'with  this  alkali , there  is  united  an 
aerial fluid,  poflefling  the  chief  properties  of  he- 
patic air.  And 

3.  That  by  the  combination  of  thefe  principles, 
a fort  of  Hepatifed  Ammonia  is  formed,  on  which 
the  deleterious  nature  of  the  matter  depends  *. 

The  marks  of  this  matter,  or  real  Cancerous 
poifon,  are, 

1 . A peculiar  fcetor,  highly  ojfenflve. 

2.  The  j welling  of  contiguous  lymphatic  glands. 

And 

3.  The  corroflon  of  vejfels. 

By  the  a&ion  of  thefe  principles,  prefent  in 
the  matter  difcharged,  the  animal  fibre  is  reduced 
to  the  fame  date  as  takes  place  in  the  lafl  flage 
of  putrefaction,  acquiring  firft  the  appearance  of  a 
white  fordes,  and  then  melting  down  into  this  de- 
leterious fluid.  This  fluid  acls  upon  metals,  and 
alfo  dec.ompofes  metallic  Jolts  ; and  hence  may 
be  explained  the  various  appearances  and  effedls 
it  difplays  under  different  healing  applications,  in 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  particularly  the  dark 
colour  communicated  to  preparations  of  lead. 
Such  has  been,  at  times,  its  power  of  corrofion, 
that  Van  Sweiten  has  feen  the  linen  applied  to 

* Dogs  are  the  only  fpecies  of  brutes  fubject  to  Cancer, 
and  being  carnivorous,  thisammcniated  date  of  fluidmuftpre- 
vail  in  them,  and  is  perhaps  alfo  a proof  of  the  nature  of  it. 

the 
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the  fore,  as  much  corroded  by  it  as  if  touched 
with  Aqua  fortis. 

On  the  matter  of  Cancer,  limilar  experiments 
were  made  with  thofe  of  Dr  Crawford,  by  feveral 
of  the  French  writers;  but  they  proceeded  no 
farther,  than  Amply  to  detedt  in  it,  the  prefence 
of  a Jlrong  cauflic  alkali , which  they  chiefly  prov- 
ed by  its  effervefcence  with  acids.  Dr  Crawford 
has  the  merit  of  having  extended  his  experiments 
farther,  and  proved  that  the  extreme  fcetor  which 
attends  the  laft  flage  of  the  difeafe,  is  entirely 
owing  to  this  aerial  fluid , or  gas : That  it  is 
readily  difengaged  by  acids , particularly  the 
Oxygenated  Muriatic  (or  dephlogiflicated  marine ) 
acid,  and  that  all  the  properties  by  which 
the  Cancerous  virus  differs  from  real  pus,  and' 
efpecially  in  its  deleterious  effects,  are  to  be  af- 
cribed  to  this  feptic  compound , or  Hepatifed  ammo- 
nia, which  is  particularly  proved  by  its  corrofive 
nature,  and  its  irritation  of  contiguous  glands ; 
effects  entirely  unconnected  with  the  action  of 
the  difeafed  folid. 

Proceeding  on  thefe  principles,  Dr  Crawfurd 
has  next  enquired  how  far  a medicine  that  would 
decompofe  the  Ammonia,  would  not  alter  the  na- 
ture of  the  difcharge.  With  this  view  he  has 
tried  the  powers  of  different  acids  : Some  of  thefe, 
as  the  jiitrous,  even  if  effectual,  muft  be  objected 
to,  as  requiring  concentration,  in  order  to  its 
adtion,  and,  therefore,  injuring  the  animal  fibre  ; 
but  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  from  none  of  them 
has  he  found  any  tendency  to  a cure  of  the  dif- 
eafe : 
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eafe  : His  hopes  were  chiefly  founded  on  the 
oxygenated  muriatic  acid , diluted  with  thrice  its 
weight  of  water,  which,  by  this  dilution,  gives 
little  pain  to  cafes  that  are  not  highly  irritable. 
In  fome  inftances  he  found  that  it  corrected  the  foe- 
tor  and  amended  the  difcharge ; but  its  good  effects 
were  by  no  means  uniform,  for  it  failed  entirely  in 
many  others.  Its  operation,  therefore,  is  Hill  a mat- 
ter of  equal  uncertainty,  with  molt  other  appli- 
cations in  this  difeafe.  How  far  this  acid  is  to 
be  ventured  on  internally  is  doubtful ; and  alfo, 
if  ufed  internally,  whether  it  would  produce  any 
ftronger  effect  than  that  of  any  other  Ample  acid. 
The  vegetable  acid  I have  frequently  applied  ex- 
ternal! y,  and  found  it  remove  the  fcetor ; but  the 
irritation  attending  its  ufe,  always  hurt  the  fore, 
and  occafloned  even  an  increafe  of  the  difeafe, 
and  a difpofltion  of  the  poifon  to  be  more  quickly 
abforbed. 

When  it  is  confldered,  that  to  thefe  two  prin- 
ciples now  invefligated,  the  poifon  of  Cancer  owes 
its  activity,  we  mull  naturally  infer,  that  pus, 
while  it  pofleflfes  lefs  tendency  to  putrefaction 
than  any  other  animal  fluid,  muft,  in  the  fame 
proportion,  be  deprived  of  thofe  principles  on 
which  putrefaction  depends.  Thus,  on  examin- 
ing it,  according  to  the  experiments  of  Mr  Home, 
it  Aiews  no  Agns  of  any  faline  nature  ; there  is 
neither  acid  nor  alkali  prcfent  in  it  when  poured 
out ; and,  on  fubjecting  equal  quantities  of  blood , 
ferwn,  and  pus,  to  the  action  of  heat,  it  is  the 
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lateft  of  undergoing  the  different  changes,  and 
turning  Icetid.  From  thefe  facts,  then,  the  con- 
clufion  to  be  drawn  is,  that  pus  is  a fluid  deftitute 
of  the  faline  or  amraoniated  principle,  and  that  to 
this  circumflance  it  owes  its  mildnefs.  Since, 
from  the  experiments  alfo  of  Sir  John  Pringle  and 
Mr  Gaber,  it  appears  thatTw-f  is  entirely  formed 
from  the  ferum  ; a farther  inference  may  be  made 
from  the  preceding  obfervations  on  the  Cancerous 
poifon,  viz.  that  the  ferum , before  being  formed 
into^-T-  mufl  differ  from  that  ferum  which  paffes 
into  the  matter  of  Cancer,  even  independent  of 
the  different  ftate  of  the  veffels,  or  its  being  mix- 
ed with  any  extraneous  fluid,  as  blood,  &c.  the 
charaderiftic  of  vitiated  pus.  If  this,  then,  which 
is  confonant  both  to  reafon  and  experiment,  be 
true,  a predifpofition  depending  on  the  ftate  of 
the  fluids  at  large,  as  well  as  an  impaired  action 
of  the  folid,  muft  give  rife  to  this  laft  difeafe.  In- 
deed we  can  hardly  fuppofe,  that  this  change  can 
depend  entirely  on  a Ample  aftion  of  the  folid, 
without  the  covftituent  principles  of  the  change 
being  originally  prefent  in  a high  degree.  In 
many  cafes  we  fee  Cancer  accompanied  with  an 
obvious  cachectic  ftate ; and  where  the  marks  of 
this  ftate,  in  other  cafes,  are  not  fo  diftindt,  ftill 
we  have  reafon  to  conclude,  that  the  fame  difpo- 
fition  is  prefent,  though  more  obfcure,  and  necef- 
fary  to  the  production  of  the  difeafe.  In  every 
cale  alfo,  this  cachectic  ftate  inflfted  on,  is  confpi- 
cuous  before  tire  fatal  termination  of  the  malady. 

To 
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To  explain  it  ftill  farther,  we  may  obferve,  that 
in  health,  the  animal  fluids,  as  proved  by  expe- 
riment, are  found  to  contain  a certain  portion, 
both  of  acid  and  alkali , fufpended  in  their  com- 
petition. As  they  pafs  into  a ftate  of  difeafe,  the 
evolution  of  the  alkaline  principle  gradually  in- 
creafes,  while  that  of  the  acid  diminifhes  in  the 
fame  proportion.  So  long,  however,  as  the  func- 
tiors  of  the  fyftem  remain  unimpared,  this  alter- 
ation is  not  confpicuous ; for  any  tendency  to  this 
fuperabundant  alkaline  ftate,  is  removed  by  the 
different  excretions,  but  more  particularly  by  that 
of  the  kidneys.  Hence,  the  urine,  in  health,  con- 
tains a peculiar  fait,  and  poffeffes  alfo  a ftrong  al- 
kaline fmell ; and  hence  it  may  be  confidered  as 
the  chief  depurator  of  the  conftitution  ; but  when- 
ever the  powers  of  the  fyftem  become  impaired, 
and  the  vigour  of  folid  decays,  the  feparation  of 
this  alkaline  principle,  from  the  general  mafs,  does 
not  take  place  as  before,  and  its  retention  proves 
a folvent  to  the  general  mafs,  and  by  its  fuperabun- 
dance,  deftroys  alfo  the  texture  of  folid,  fo  that  in 
this  w?ay,  if  not  a&ually  inducing,  it  at  leaft  lays 
the  foundation  for  various  forms  of  difeafe,  of  a 
cache&ic  nature. 

It  is  not  a little  furprizing,  after  the  very  accu- 
rate experiments  of  Dr  Crawford,  which  we  have  al- 
ready inveftigated,  that  nothing  more  fhouldbe  de- 
tected, either  in  the  Cancerous  folid,  or  matter,  than 
what  may  be  obtained  by  the  chemical  examina- 
tion of  dead  animal  matter,  or  that  w hich  has  ac- 
Y 2 quired 
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quired  a putrid  taint.  In  fpite  of  this,  the  pecu- 
liar foetor  of  the  Cancerous  ulcer,  gives  ftrong  rea- 
fon  to  fufped,  that  there  is  a fomething  more  con- 
tained in  it,  which  chemiftry  has  not  been  able  to 
deted,  and  which  flies  off  before  the  matter  flag- 
nates  on  the  fore.  In  the  fame  way,  pus,  when 
firft  poured  out  from  the  extremities  of  the  vef- 
fels,  according  to  the  experiments  of  Mr  Home, 
is  very  different  from  pus  allowed  to  ftagnate  on 
the  fore ; and  the  flight  power  of  antifeptics  to 
cure  this  difeafe,  further  confirms  it ; fo  that  if  a 
defed  of  vital  air  occurs  in  any  difeafe,  according 
to  the  lateft  opinion  broached  on  the  fubjedt,  it  is 
in  Cancer,  and  this  idea  defervcs  to  be  more  fully 
profecuted. 

It  has  been  alfo  doubted,  by  fome  eminent  bur- 
geons, whether  the  matter  of  Cancer  is  really 
contagious,  that  is,  whether  it  can  produce  the 
fame  form  of  difeafe  in  another  perfon,  or  pro- 
duce, Amply,  the  effeds  of  common  acrimony. 

On  this  point  it  is  difficult  to  form  any  conclu- 
fion.  Experiments  made  to  fettle  it  would  be 
regarded  as  cruel ; wc  can  only,  therefore,  catch 
a few  random  fads  as  they  occur  in  authors. 
From  thefe  fads,  as  criticifed  at  large  by  Mr  Pear- 
fon,  nothing  fatisfadory  can  be  drawn.  Indeed, 
there  being  fo  few  in  number  in  favour  of  the 
contagious  power,  while  fo  many  opportunities 
daily  occur  of  infedion  being  received,  efpecially 
in  the  promifcuous  intercourfe  betwixt  the  fexes, 
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a ftrong  prefumption  is  afforded  againfl  the  in- 
fectious quality  of  the  matter. 

To  this  argument  I can  add  much  confirma- 
tion from  my  own  experience,  for  I have  freely 
handled  fores  in  every  flage  of  the  malady, 
without  the  Icafl  attention  to  cleanlinefs ; yet  no 
tendency  to  infection  ever  appeared.  Pimples 
have  even  occafionally  arifen  on  thofe  parts  of 
my  hands  that  had  touched  the  fores ; but  they 
difplayed  nothing  more  malignant  than  thofe 
which  arife  from  fimple  acrimony,  and  departed 
as  readily.  On  one  occafion,  fuppuration  of  one 
of  my  fingers  took  place,  yet  no  fpecific  fymp- 
toms  attended  it,  different  from  common  inflam- 
mation. On  another,  along  with  fuppuration,  a 
fwelling  of  the  axillary  glands  likewife  occurred. 
jSo,  that  on  this  point,  I can  certainly  fpeak  with  a 
good  deal  of  decifion.  Nay,  by  accident,  I was 
once  fo  unfortunate  as  to  tafle  the  matter  from  a 
Cancerous  fore : 1 1 poffeffed  a peculiar  mackifh  tafle, 
but  no  bad  confequences  arofe  in  that  part  of  the 
tongue  which  had  received  it.  In  Hating  thefe 
fails,  however,  I would  by  no  means  advife,  that 
perfons  fhould  rafhly  expofe  themfelves  to  the  ac- 
tion of  this  poifon.  Circumftances,  may  occur,  in 
fome  conftitutions,  to  give  it  an  activity,  which, 
from  experience,  we  may  fay,  it  does  not  in  gene- 
ral poffefs. 

Thus  it  appears,  in  Cancer,  that  the  confiitu- 
tion  has  a power  of  generating  a poifon,  deftruc- 
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tive  only  of  itfelf  *.  The  venereal  poifon  being 
introduced  from  without,  is  circutnfcribed  in  its 
adlion  and  requires  alfo  a long  time  before  it  can 
draw  the  fluids  into  confent,  as  the  folids  are  ge- 
nerally in  a healthy  ftate  ; but,  in  Cancer  and 
Scrophula,  from  the  exifting  predifpofition  in  the 
fluids,  the  poifon  may  be  confidered  as  fomewhat 
diffufed,  and  they  partake,  in  general,  of  the  ftate 
connected  with  that  in  the  difeafed  parts.  In- 
deed the  Cancerous  poifon  would  feem  to  exert  a 
peculiar  influence  in  the  fyftem,  greater  than  even 
appears  by  the  degree  of  He&ic  prefent,  and  in  a 
manner  we  cannot  altogether  account  for. 


Sect.  7.  Of-  the  Cancerous  HtcUc. 


HP  HOUGH  Cancer  is  attended,  like  every  other 
ulcerated  ftate,  with  the  formation  of  Hec- 
tic, it  differs,  in  fome  circumftances,  from  Hecffic 
in  other  cafes.  Even  long  after  matter  is  fdrmed, 
and  evidently  abforbed,  the  hectic  does  not  ap- 
pear ; a ftrong  argument  againft  the  abforption  of 
matter  being  always  a caufe  of  it.  The  pulfe 

* As  an  additional  confirmation  of  the  fa<51  afferted,  that 
the  poifon  of  Cancer  is  deftruftive  only  of  the  conftitution 
in  which  it  is  generated,  it  has  been  given  to  dogs  without 
any  fpe  ific  effedfs  being  produced,  though  this  animal,  we 
remarked  is,  at  times,  ii  ible  to  the  difeafe.  This  experi- 
ment has  been  made  by  Febure. 
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here  is  almod  always  fmall  and  weak,  however 
quickened,  even  where  the  drength  of  the  fydeni 
is  otherwife  pretty  confiderable;  a proof  how  much 
the  poifon  of  this  difeafe  depredes  the  vital  ener- 
gy, in  which  it  refembles,  in  a certain  degree,  fome 
of  the  effects  of  fcurvy.  At  fird,  when  occurring, 
the  Hedtic  is  irregular  ; towards  the  end,  how- 
ever, it  becomes  condant  and  fevere,  and  the  pa- 
tient acquires  a fallow  leaden  appearance,  highly 
charadteridic  of  the  difeafe.  The  fweating  dage 
alfo  is  not  very  condant,  till  towards  the  lad,  even 
though  the  hot  ftage  is  acute,  and  long  ; and  it  is, 
perhaps,  on  this  account,  that  the  colliquation 
advances  fo  flowl'y  ; for  unlefs  the  patient  is  cut 
off  by  hemorrhage,  he  lives  in  this  difeafe  to  the 
very  lad  extremity  of  emaciation  and  pain.  Con- 
fiderable  intermiffions  alfo,  as  was  formerly  re- 
marked, take  place  here,  eipecially  where  the  dif- 
eafe is  feated  on  fome  part  of  the  external  fur- 
face.  Towards  the  end,  in  mod  cafes,  the  irrita- 
bility of  the  domach,  which  is  not  ufual  in  Hectic, 
is  increafed  to  a very  high  degree,  nothing,  at 
times,  being  retained  on  it. 

Where  cough  occurs  in  this  Hedtic,  a matter  of 
a pretty  vifcid  nature  is  fpit  up,  podeding  much 
of  the  glutinous  principle  ; and  it  never  changes 
to  the  purulent  date,  as  in  ether  cafes  of  Hectic. 
The  pulfe,  in  the  clofe  of  the  difeafe,  isfometimes 
fo  high  as  190. 
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Sect.  8.  Of  Cancer  as  a Tranfitive  Difeafe. 

Tf  VERY  practitioner  accudomed  to  attendance 
on  this  difeafe,  muft  recollect  facts  which 
tend  to  fhew  that  it  pofledes,  at  times,  fomething 
of  a tranfitive  nature.  Thus,  in  a Cancerous 
bread;,  1 have  frequently  known  the  pain  entirely 
depart,  and  affect  fome  of  the  larger  joints ; fre- 
quently the  womb,  or  fome  of  the  other  organs, 
and  leaving  them,  again  return  to  the  bread:. 
This  fact  has  not  efcaped  the  earlier  writers,  as 
taken  notice  of  by  Mr  Pearfon.  Dr  Fothergill 
was  the  firfl  modern  author,  who,  in  his  paper  on 
obftinate  pains  of  the  face,  has  pointed  out  this 
connection.  Bertrandi  has  next  brought  forward 
fome  obfervations  on  the  fame  fubject.  Thefe 
facts  we  would  adduce,  if  true,  as  a drong  proof 
of  the  conjlitntional  nature  of  this  malady  ; and  as 
an  additional  argument  to  thofe  which  will  be 
found  urged  in  the  third  part  of  this  work  againd 
extirpation , and  the  prevalent  opinion  of  the  local 
nature  of  the  difeafe.  Many  authors,  on  the  other 
hand,  have  wifhed  to  confider  fchirrus  as  of 
a critical  nature , and  the  fymptoms  which  pre- 
cede it  in  many  conditutions,  give  drong  grounds 
for  this  opinion.  Though  we  would  by  no  means 
wifh  to  go  this  length,  yet  we  are  perfectly  clear 
that  it  is  not  to  be  removed  by  Jimple  applications 
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to  the  part,  or  even  at  an  early  period , before  thefe 
conjiitutional  changes,  with  which  it  is,  for  the  mod 
part  conneded,  are  eflabliflded. 

This  is  the  opinion  of  the  firft  medical  writers, 
and  whoever  advifes  an  iiidifcriminate  early  extir- 
pation in  all  cafes,  muft  be  entirely  milled  by  a 
fondnefs  for  operating,  again!!  the  corividion  ol 
facls,  which,  if  much  converfant  in  the  difeafe, 
could  .not  fail,  unlefs  his  judgment  had  been  biaf- 
fed,  to  have  imprelfed  on  him  a different  opinion ; 
but  we  lhall  refume  this  fubjed  in  the  fequel. 


Sect.  9.  Of  the  Theory  of  Cancer. 

no  fubjed  of  difeafe  has  a greater  number 
of  theories  prevailed,  than  on  that  of  Can- 
cer; and  the  incurable  nature  of  the  malady,  is 
perhaps,  a fuflicient  apology  for  every  opinion, 
however  abfurd,  that  has  been  thrown  out. 

The  theory  of  the  ancients,  which  made  it  de- 
pend on  an  atrabilious  humour  retained  in  the 
habit,  and  depolited  on  the  difeafed  part,  it  is 
needlefs  to  expatiate  upon.  It  was  Chemiflry  that 
afforded  the  molt  ready  folution  for  the  delete- 
rious nature  of  the  poifon ; and  to  the  chemical 
rera  of  medicine,  are  we  indebted  for  the  prin- 
cipal theories  of  this  difeafe. 
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The  firfi  that  was  brought  forward  by  Paracel- 
fus,  and  after  him  by  Van  Helmont,  was  the  i’up- 
pofltion  of  its  arifing  from  the  exigence  of  a corro- 
five , or  concentrated  acid ; to  which  they  were,  no 
doubt,  led  by  analogy  of  the  limilar  effeds  of 
concentrated  acids  in  diffolving  the  animal  fibre, 
with  that  Of  the  Cancerous  virus.  But  the  ob- 
jections to  this  opinion,  when  fubmitted  to  the 
teft  of  experiment,  the  only  fure  guide,  are  ftrong  : 
for 

1.  It  is  found,  that  beyond  the  primes  vies,  or 
ftomach  and  bowels,  no  pure  acid  ever  exifls  in 
the  animal  body,  in  fuch  a quantity  as  to  prove  a 
caufe  of  difeafe. 

2.  The  Cancerous  virus,  when  fubmitted  to  ex- 
periments, fhews  no  appearance  of  this  principle. 

3.  Alkalis,  inftead  of  having  any  influence  ip 
counteracting  the  effeds  of  the  poifon,  rather  ag- 
gravate the  difeafe,  while  acids  themfelves,  ap- 
plied as  remedies,  evidently  check  its  progrefs 
fomewhat,  and  refill,  for  a while,  the  putrefadive 
tendency.  Hence,  they  are  recommended  by 
the  firft  praditioners,  as  the  belt  corredors  of 
the  ulcerative  ltage. 

On  deferting  this  theory  of  acidity,  the  exiftence 
of  a caujlic  alkali  came  next  to  be  contended  for 
by  praditioners.  The  fads  that  fupport  this 
opinion,  are  much  more  probable  ; for,  fubjeded 
to  experiment,  as  we  have  already  fhewn,  the 
matter  is  pofleffed  of  a firong  alkaline  principle  ; 
but,  if  it  is  alledged,  that  this  principle,  in  a caujlic 
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fate , forms  the  difeafe,  we  lhall  find  that  it  is  in- 
fuflicient,  and  that  there  is  another  property,  as 
we  learn  by  Dr  Crawford’s  experiments,  which 
mud  be  added  to  it,  in  order  to  account  for  its 
deleterious  nature.  Even  when  added,  we  fhall 
dill  find,  that  the  Jlate  of  the  fluid  alone , is  not  fuf- 
ficient  for  explaining  the  phenomena  of  the  dif- 
eafe. 

From  a confideration  of  thefe  imperfections  in 
the  alkaline  theory , one  author  has  endeavoured  to 
adopt  a new  idea  founded  on  the  fuppoled  exif- 
tence  of  animalcules  generating  putridity.  This 
doctrine  comes  from  the  pen  of  Mr  Judamond, 
late  furgeon  in  London,  a doctrine  fil'd  introduced 
into  medicine  by  the  difcoveries  of  Lewenhook, 
and  applied  to  the  explanation  of  a number  of 
difeafes,  but  which  was,  long  ago,  found  infuffi- 
cient  for  the  purpofe.  Mr  Judamond  fupports 
his  opinion  by  the  good  effedts  derived,  in  this 
difeafe,  from  remedies  deflruclive  of  animalcules ; 
and  alfo  from  his  having  feen,  and  demondrated, 
fuch  infects  actually  prefent.  The  former  of  thefe 
proofs,  we  confider,  as  highly  ambiguous ; and 
the  latter  we  would  entirely  deny,  for  infpifiated 
lymph,  drawn  from  a lymphatic  vedel,  will  ealily 
deceive  one  prejudiced  in  favour  of  fuch  a con- 
jecture. 

The  only  theory,  and  the  mojl  rational,  that  re- 
mains for  us  to  adopt,  founded  on  difiection,  and 
the  phenomena  of  the  difeafe,  is,  that  Cancer 
confids  partly  in  a deflruclion  of  glandular  organi- 
X 2 %ation, 
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zation,  and  partly  in  a vitiated  action  of  veffleh/ 
The  former  evidently  appears  from  difiedtion,  in 
which  nothing  but  a conjujed  jumble  of  parts  is  to 
be  traced ; while  the  deleterious  nature  of  the  dij- 
charge,  abundantly  confirms  the  latter.  This 
deranged  organization  may  be  confidered  as  the 
true  previous  chara&eriftic  of  Cancer,  being  the 
confequence  of  an  obfcure,  or  what  may  be  term- 
ed the  carcinomatous  inflammation,  exerting  itfelf 
in  the  part,  and  folely  confined  to  its  veflels.  This 
deranged  organization  becomes,  in  time,  formed 
into  a hard  indiffoluble  fubftance,  not  far  diftant 
from  the  nature  of  bone,  and  compared,  by  many 
authors,  to  the  nails,  and  even  horns  of  animals. 
This  fubftance,  taking  on  acute  inflammation,  can 
neither  be  refolved,  nor  does  it  fupp urate,  the  lat- 
ter procefs  requiring  a certain  foftnefs  of  texture. 
From  thefe  circumftances,  on  its  burfting  at 
laft,  and  the  expofure  of  its  internal  furface  to 
the  atmofphere,  a gangrene  of  a flow  or  chronic 
nature , mufi  neceffarily  enfue  ; and  as  compadlnefls 
of ftruclure  prevents  exfoliation  of  a tooth,  when 
carious,  fo  here  obliteration  of  arrangement,  parti- 
cularly of  veflels,  and  hardnefs  of  fubflance,  pre- 
vents a union  of  parts,  and  natural  growth  to  flop 
itsprogrels.  From  this  view,  fchirrus,  however 
formed,  may  be  confidered  properly  as  an  extra- 
neous body,  which  cannot  unite  with  the  found 
parts  by  any  means  whatever,  and  Which  na- 
ture intends,  by  exciting  acute  infiammation,  and 
burfting  the  teguments,  to  throw  oiT.  This,  in 
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fome  rare  cafes,  has  actually  happened;  but  as  its 
connections,  for  the  molt  part,  cannot  be  loofened, 
the  atmofphere  then  acts  upon  it,  and,  inltead  of 
the  intention  of  nature  being  completed,  a dele- 
terious matter  is  formed  from  its  fubltance  by  a 
procefs  Jimilar  to  gangrene,  not  ulceration,  for  in 
tftceration  there  is  no  obliteration  of  vafcular 
ftruCture  ; and  this  procefs  brings  the  neighbouring 
glandular  parts  into  the  fame  Itate,  and  thus  per- 
petuates the  difeafe.  Hence  Cancer  may  be  de- 
fined, “ A poifon  produced  by  a partial  vafcular 
“ obliteration,  generated  in  a certain  ftate  of  a- 
“ crimony,for  the  inoft  part  of  the  fluids  of  the  fyf- 
“ tem  at  large,  and  under  a vitiated  action  of  the 
“ remaining  vsjfels  of  the  part.” 

Such  is  the  theory  to  be  collected  from  diffiec- 
tions  of  this  difeafe,  and  a review  of  the  inefficacy 
of  practice;  and  it  will  apply,  in  general,  to  the 
ulimate  ftage  of  hardnefs,  and  the  confequent  ul- 
cerations which  enfue.  In  all  their  theories  of  the 
difeafe,  authors  have  hitherto  taken  too  contract- 
ed a view  of  it,  and  by  referring  it  to  the  ftate  of 
the  fluids  alone,  they  have  overlooked  the  re- 
fpeCtive  fhare  that  both  folids  and  fluids  have  in 
its  production. 
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Sect.  io.  Of  the  Caufes  of  Cancer. 

JN  inveftigating  the  caufes  of  Cancer,  the  firfl, 
and  moft  important  in  order  to  underhand 
its  real  nature,  is  the  confideration  of  thofe  which 
induce  the  hate  of  predifpofition ; both  the 
period  of  life  at  which  it  moft  commonly  arifes, 
and  the  circumftances  of  its  progrefs  clearly  prove 
that  thefe  caufes,  whatever  they  are,  muft  be  of  a 
fe dative , or  debilitating  nature , and  that  they  are 
fuch  as  are  capable  of  giving  rife  to,  and  actually 
do  give  rife  to  a general  chacheclic  ftate.  It  is 
this  ftate  on  which  we  contend  that  the  obftinacy 
of  the  difeafe  depends ; and  its  appearance  in  the 
form  of  Cancer  is  particularly  favoured  by  the  vii- 
nutenefs  and  peculiarity  of  the  glandular  organiza- 
tion, whofe  circulation,  at  all  times,  depends  much 
on  the  irritability  of  its  own  vejfels.  Any  diminu- 
tion of  the  general  tone  of  the  animal  fibre,  muft, 
on  that  account,  difplay  itfelf  by  a ftronger  ten- 
dency to  obftrudlion  here.  Since  the  two  difeafes 
of  Scrophula  and  Cancer  are  now  fo  frequent, 
compared  with  their  appearance  in  former  times, 
there  muft  certainly  be  fane  general  and  prevail- 
ing caufe  to  account  for  this  frequency,  and  in 
order  to  find  it  out,  the  bell  method  will  be  to 
make  a comparifon  of  the  ftate  of  conftitution 
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then , as  far  as  we  can  collect  from  medical  hifto- 
ry,  compared  with  what  we  find  it  at  prefent ; 
and  this  change,  whatever,  it  is,  and  the  caufes 
inducing  it,  we  mull  then  confider  as  the  chief 
fource  of  predifpojition  to  the  prefent  difeafe.  If 
we  look  into  the  writings  of  Sydenham,  and  of 
the  mod;  eminent  phyficians  who  flourilhed  a cen- 
tury  ago,  we  {hall  find  that  bleeding , a remedy 
the  moft  debilitating  to  the  human  body,  was  ab- 
folutely  neceftary  in  a high  degree,  in  moft  of  the 
acute  difeafes  that  then  raged.  Since  we  know 
that  the  fame  difeafes,  at  prefent,  will  by  no  means 
admit  of  fuch  a plan  of  cure,  or  at  leaft  never  to 
the  fame  extent ; and  alio  that  difeafes  which  were 
always  confidered  as  purely  phlogiftic,  (or  inflam- 
matory), appear  now  with  new  forms,  and  with 
evident  putrefcent  fymptoms,  we  muft  from  this 
naturally  conclude,  that  the  conftitution  was  for- 
merly more  vigorous ; that  the  folids  poflefled 
more  tone,  and  the  fluids  had  nothing  of  an  acri- 
monious ftate.  If  thefe  fads  hold  true,  to  what 
caufes  are  we  to  afcribe  this  new  or  acrimonious 
principle , now  fo  generally  diffulfed.  It  cannot, 
it  is  clear,  depend  on  external  caufes,  for  they  can 
only  accelerate,  or  retard,  not  produce  a chronic 
difeafe  ; and  they  muft  alfo  have  been  the  ‘fame 
at  that  period,  as  at  prefent.  We  muft  look  for 
them  then  in  the  body  itfeif ; and  we  firall  difcover 
their  origin,  by  comparing  the  mode  of  life  which 
then  prevailed,  with  what  takes  place  at  prefent. 
This  companion  will  lead  into  a pretty  exten- 
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Eve  field,  which  we  fhall  referve  for  future  difcuf- 
fion ; fuffice  it  now  to  obferve,  that  the  difference 
in  the  mode  of  life,  betwixt  that  period  and  thcpre- 
fent,  will,  on  examination,  be  found  referable  to  two 
general  heads.  Increafe of luxury  in  the  higher  ranks 
of  fociety ; and  immoderate  life  of /pints,  and  other  fe- 
ll ative  liquors,  joined  to  anegledt  of  the  due  quantity 
ofnourifhment,  in  proportion  to  the  labour  und  ergone, 
in  the  lower  orders  of  fociety.  Some  difficulty  may, 
perhaps,  attend  the  precife  application  of  thefe 
general  caufes,  to  any  particular  modification  of 
difeafe;  but  {till  the  fa6t  admits  of  no  doubt,  and 
the  more  the  fubjeft  is  ftudied,  the  greater  influ- 
ence will  thefe  caufes  feem  to  poffefs,  in  account- 
ing for  this,  and  many  other  forms  of  difeafe  now 
fo  prevalent. 

All  the  other  caufes  of  predifpofition  that  have 
been  enumerated  by  authors,  are  included  in 
thefe  two  general  heads.  We  fhall  omit,  there- 
fore, particularizing  them,  and  proceed  to  exa- 
mine next,  thofe  which  produce  the  immediate 
attack  of  the  difeafe,  or  the  occajional  caufes. 

The  occajional  caufes  of  Cancer,  may  be  refer- 
red, either  to  accidental  impreffions , producing  in- 
jury of  the  part ; or  to  changes  altering  the  courfe 
of  the  regular  circulation,  and  determining  it  to 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe  ; or  to  both  combined. 

Of  the  former  are  all  external  accidents,  as  blows  v 
contujions, preceding  inflammation,  &-c.  Elence,  in 
almofl  every  inflance  of  Cancer  of  the  breaft,  we 
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find  it  accounted  for  by  the  patient  on  this  caufe 
of  accidental  injury  alone.  Even  the  practice  of 
wearing  flays,  in  the  manner  commonly  practifed, 
by  females,  muft  greatly  expofe  to  obdru&ions  of 
this  part,  and  refill  the  p adage  of  the.  duids, 
through  the  minute  veffcls. 

Of  the  latter , are  all  fuppreffed  difcharges,  affec- 
tions of  the  mind , &c.  Some  authors  have  endea- 
voured to  explain  the  adion  of  the  fil'd  of  thefe 
caufes  in  a different  way  ; and,  indead  of  confi- 
dering  the  fuppreffed  evacuation,  as  thrown  on  the 
difeafed  part,  they  have  referred  the  appearance 
of  the  difeafe,  folely,  to  the  general  debility  of  the 
fydem,  occafioning  the  fuppredion,  as  one  of  its 
confequences,  but  unconnected  with  the  appear- 
ance of  the  future  fchirrus.  As  we  find,  how- 
ever, that  the  difeafe  is,  at  times,  removed  by  the 
return  of  the  fuppreffed  difcharge,  and  that  even 
with  an  increafe  of  debility  in  the  fydem,  it  muff 
be  admitted,  that  there  is  more  in  this  opinion, 
fo  long  entertained,  than  thefe  authors  would 
induce  us  to  believe.  Thofe  women,  alfo,  who 
are  feized  with  Cancer  at  an  earlier  period  of 
life,  are,  for  the  mod  part,  we  find,  fuch  as  are 
irregular  in  this  refped.  Hence  we  mud  dill 
confider  the  departure  of  the  regular  menflrual 
difcharge,  as  the  caufe  of  Cancer  in  the  female  in 
advanced  life,  as  well  as  the  fuppreffwn  of  the  he- 
morrhoids in  the  male,  where  long  accudomed  to 
them.  Indeed,  out  of  twenty  women  feized  with 
A a Cancer, 
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Cancer,  fifteen  of  them  will  be  at  this  critical 
age. 

On  affections  of  mind,  we  may  obferve,  that  in 
delicate  irritable  habits,  the  long  prejfure  of  grief, 
being  a powerful  debilitating  caufe,  has  been  taken 
notice  of  by  many  writers,  as  a chief  promoter  of 
this  difeafe  ; and  fudden  and  violent  emotions  are, 
at  times,  attended  with  the  fame  effect,  which 
fhows  the  fhare  the  ftate  of  the  folid  has  in  the 
production  of  Cancer. 


Sect.  ii.  Of  the  Prognoflic  in  Cancer. 

T N forming  our  opinion  in  Cancer,  it  is  in  gene - 
A ral  unfavourable  ; but  ftill  we  are  often  agree- 
ably difappointed  in  fome  fuccefsful  terminations 
of  the  malady.  In  directing  our  judgment,  we- 
are  to  be  determined  chiefly  by  the  ftuation  of 
the  difeafe,  and  the  particular  fpecies  of  it,  as  af- 
fecting, more  or  lefs,  the  conftitution , or  general 
health  of  the  patient. 

With  refpect  to  the  fir  ft,  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  Cancers  on  the  face,  lips,  and  nofe,  are  oftener 
cured  than  in  the  breaft  and  tefticles,  where  the 
ftructure  is  more  complex,  and  the  circulation  fo 
minute,  as  to  be  eafily  obfirucled,  and  induce  that 
obliteration  of  parts  which  forms  the  difeafe. 

In  regard  to  the  fecond,  we  are  to  judge  from 
the  marks  of  predfipcfition  that  appear  in  the 
habit  p.  and  from  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
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■and  the  extent  to  which  it  has  already  proceeded, 
or  to  which  it  has  advanced  in  a given  time. 
Thus,  if  Cancer  arife  as  a confequence  of  other 
difeafes,  in  which  an  evident  taint  of  the  general 
mafs  appears,  or  in  a constitution  worn  out  and  ex - 
haujted , an  unfavourable  prognoftic  is  inevitably 
to  be  formed.  The  fame  conclufion  is  to  be 
drawn,  where  the  difeafe  appears  to  be  making 
rapid  progrefs  ; where  the  contiguous  parts  are 
quickly  taking  on  the  difeafed  Hate,  and  efpecialJy 
if  the  abforption  into  the  fyftem  is  evident  from 
lymphatic  fwellings  in  that  direction.  The  de- 
gree of  pain  alfo,  may  be  confidered  as  a leading 
mark  of  its  extent  and  progrefs ; for  we  never 
find  the  healing procefs,  or  even  the  difcujjion  of 
the  fwelling  attended  with  much  pain. 

It  is  very  feldom  that  we  have  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  a Cancer  in  its  very  firfh  ftage.  It  is 
only  when  the  difeafe  has  proceeded  fome  length, 
and  the  patient  begins  to  be  alarmed,  that  medi- 
cal affiftance  is  called  in.  In  the  cafe  of  women 
alfo,  a miftaken  delicacy  prevails  for  fome  time, 
and  thofe  precious  moments  are  thus  loft,  when 
fimple  obftru&ion  being  only  prefent,  refolution 
might  be  effected.  Before  a practitioner  is  con- 
fulted,  the  advice  of  the  female  friends  is  firft 
taken,  and  applications  often  made  on  their  re~ 
.commendation,  of  a very  exceptionable,  not  to 
fay  injurious  nature.  Hence  Schirri  of  the  hreaft , 
more  than  any  other  part,  claim  an  unfavourable 
prognoftic  ; and  of  cafes  of  Mammary  Cancer , the 
A a 2 pro- 
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proportion  of  cures  is,  perhaps,  much  lefs  than  of 
any  other  part  of  the  body,  which  is,  in  part,  to 
be  explained  from  the  above  obfervation.  It  is 
on  this  account,  that  fome  authors  have  arranged 
Cancer  of  the  bread,  as  a particular  malignant 
fpecies , noted  for  its  virulence. 


Sect.  12.  Of  the  Comparifon  betwixt  Schirrus 
and  Phlegmon. 


S it  is  of  much  importance  to  mark  ftrongly 


the  character  of  /chirr  us , fo  that  no  miftakes 
in  its  incipient  date  may  a rife,  or  lead  to  improper 
pra&ice,  we  fhall  draw  a comparifon  betwixt  it 
and  phlegmon,  in  their  principal  fymptoms,  and 
this  will  make  them  more  readily  diftinguidiable 
from  each  other. 

1.  The  fil'd  external  appearance  to  be  remark- 
ed, is  in  the  different  ft  ate  of  the  Jkin.  Thus  the 
fkin  that  covers  fchirrus,  though  inflamed  and 
red , remains  J till flaccid  and  wrinkled , while  the 
fkin  covering  phlegmon,  or  a benign  glandular 
J welling , is  always  flnrdng , full,  clear  and  tenfe. 

2.  The  fecond  difference  to  be  remarked,  is  in 
the  feelings  of  the  part. 

The  pain  of  fchirrus  occurs  at  intervals,  arifes 
fuddenly,  and  as  fuddenly  departs ; is  rare  at  fir  ft, 
becomes  by  degrees  more  frequent,  and  is  pretty 
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conftant  at  laft,  with  a fenfe  of  burning  or  J tinging . 
In  phlegmon  the  pain  is  conftant  from  the  beginning , 
more  or  lefs  acute , at  times,  and  attended  with  a 
fenfe  of  throbbing,  or  pulfation. 

3.  The  third  difference  to  be  remarked,  is  in 
the  feel  of  the  tumor  towards  its  termination.  In 
fchirrus,  as  it  increafes,  there  is  a general  increaf- 
ing  hardnefs  and  thicknefs  of  teguments , to  the  feel, 
without  the  fnalleft  tendency  to  impofthumation,  in 
any  particular  part.  In  phlegmon  the  teguments 
appear  to  thin,  efpecially  in  fome  particular  part, 
which  becomes  fomewhat  pointed ; and  where  a 
fluctuation  of  matter,  or  impofthumation  can  be 
readily  felt. 

4.  The  laft  difference  to  be  remarked,  refpedts 
the  ftate  of  fever.  In  fchirrus,  no  proper  fever 
attends ; for  though  the  pulie  may  beoccafionally 
quickened , it  remains  always  deprejfled,  weak,  and 
fmall ; but,  in  phlegmon,  fever  is  a proper  attendant 
of  the  difeafe,  and  the  pidfe  marking  it,  is  always 
quick,  ftrong,  tenfe,  and  full. 


Sect.  13.  Of  the  Diftindions  betwixt  Cancer  and 
Scrophula. 

TN  looking  into  many  authors  who  treat  of  Can- 
A cer,  we  find  it,  and  the  former  difeafe  of  Scro- 
phula, often  confounded,  and  referred  to  one 
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common  caufe.  This  more  readily  takes  place 
where  Scrophula  occurs,  as  it  fometimes  does  in 
advanced  life.  We  Ihtdl,  therefore,  endeavour 
here,  to  point  out  the  mold  material  diftinCtions 
betwixt  the  two  difeafes. 

1.  The  fir  ft  diftinciion  to  be  obferved,  is  in  their 
feat. 

There  are  two  fets  of  glands  in  the  body,  the 
one  fecretory,  the  other  lymphatic.  The  former, 
we  find,  always  the  feat  of f chirr  us and  any  gland 
of  this  defcription,  may  become  affeCted  with  a 
Cancerous  difpojition ; but  the  lymphatic , or  abfor- 
hcnt  glands , are  never  the  primary  feat  of  this  af- 
fection, though  they  become  tainted  by  abforption 
from  a neighbouring  part,  in  the  fame  way,  only,  as 
every  part  is  liable,  from  its  connection  with  ano- 
ther, to  the  attack  of  the  fame  difeafe  in  its 
progrefs.  Hence,  practitioners  of  the  greatelt 
experience  declare,  that  they  have  never  met 
with  one  unequivocal  irfitance  of  a primary  fchirrus 
of  an  abforbent  gland.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
lymphatic  glands  are  the.  peculiar  feat  of  Scrophula ; 
and  it  is  on  this  account,  that  many  authors  have 
confidered  Scrophula  as  entirely  a difeafe  of  the 
lymphatic  fyltem.  Dr  Cullen  exprefsly  views  it, 
as  owing  to  a peculiar  conftitution  of  this  fyltem, 
and  wherever  any  part  of  this  fyltem  appears  in- 
durated, at  any  period  of  life,  we  lliouid  be  a little 
doubtful  of  its  nature. 

2.  The  fecond  dittinCtion  to  be  remarked,  is,  in 
the  ft  ate  of  the  folul,  characlerifing  the  two  difeafes. 
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In  Scrophula,  there  is  always  obfervable  a ji ac- 
ridity and  debility  of / olid  at  the  period  at  which 
the  difeafe  firft  appears,  and  this  being  removed 
at  a certain  time  of  life,  the  difeafe  often  departs. 

In  Cancer,  there  is  generally  no  apparent  fault 
of  p 'did , in  the  fyltem  in  general,  except  in  the  dif- 
eafed pari,  where,  in  the  end,  a want  of  cohejion, 
the  effect  of  the  morbid  poifon,  evidently  appears, 
and  there  only. 

In  Scrophula,  then,  the  defedt  feems  to  be  in 
the  tone  or  vigour.  In  Cancer,  perhaps,  more  in 
the  conftituent  principles  of  which  the  folid  iscom- 
pofed,  and  chiefly  in  that  part  where  the  difeafe 
is  feated, 

3.  The  third,  and  molt  important  diftinction 
betwixt  the  two  difeafes,  lies  in  the  nature  of  the 
difcharge. 

In  Cancer  we  have  feen  there  is  always  pre- 
fent  a deleterious  hepatifed  ammonia,  proving  a Jbl- 
vent  of  the  animal  fibre,  and  fhewing  the  fluid  pof- 
felled  of  a highly  f aline  ft  ate.  In  Scrophula  there 
feems,  limply,  a fiiper abundance  of  ferofity,  and 
•want  of  union  betwixt  the  parts  of  the  fluid.  Any 
acrimony  acquired,  is  merely  the  effedf:  of  ftagna- 
tion ; hence  no  infedtion  can  be  communicated 
by  it. 

4.  The  fourth  diftindlion  is  in  the  feelings  of 
the  part,  communicated  by  the  two  difeafes.  In 
Scrophula  there  is  generally  little  or  no  pain.  The 
fweliings  are  of  an  indolent  nature , and  the  changes 
are  fo flow,  that  till  the  external  teguments  become 
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affected,  there  is  little  uneqfinefs  from  the  difeafe. 
In  Cancer  again,  the  fenfations  of  pain  are  acute , 
either  of  a [harp  lancilating  nature , darting,  as  it 
were,  deep  through  the  part ; or  there  prevails  a 
fenfe  of  burning  heat,  or  dif agree  able  it  chine fs ; 
and  thefe  feelings,  though  occafionally  fufpended , 
are  yet  frequent  in  their  recurrence. 

5.  The  fifth  diftin&ion  that  may  be  noticed 
betwixt  the  two  difeafes,  is  in  the  different  periods 
of  life  at  which  their  attacks  are  molt  liable  to 
take  place.  Thus  Scrophula  is  almoft  entirely  a 
difeafe  of  youth,  and  is  molt  frequent  from  the  age 
of  four  to  puberty,  at  which  period  the  external  fpe- 
cies,  except  deep  rooted,  generally  difappear. 
Cancer,  again,  is,  for  the  molt  part,  a difeafe  oj 
age,  at  leaf!  it  is  never  known  till  long  after  the 
age  of  puberty ; and  its  moll  frequent  vi&ims  are 
after  the  age  of  forty,  in  both  fexes,  a period  of  life 
when  moll  of  the  forms  of  Scrophula  difappear. 
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PART  III. 

Treatment  of  Cancer, 

view  of  the  treatment  of  Cancer  is  one  of 


thofe  circumftances  which  ffiews  the  ineffi- 
cacy of  every  boafted  theory  that  has  been  formed 
of  the  difeafe.  In  entering  upon  it,  it  is  proper  we 
fhould  recall,  to  the  attention  of  pradtitioners, 
what  has  already  been  taken  notice  of  in  the  pre- 
ceding part,  viz.  firjl,  the  morbid  circumftances, 
that,  from  obfervation,  feem,  in  almoft  every  cafe, 
to  precede  the  difeafe ; and,  - idly , thofe  which 
oppofe  the  action  of  remedies  upon  it,  when 
formed. 

The  former  confift  of, 

1.  The  obftrudtion,  or  impaired  ftate,  of  fome 
principal  difcharge.  And 

2.  The  acrimony,  or  faulty  compofition  of  the 
fyftem  of  fluids. 

Thefe  two  I confider  as  in  fome  meafure  con- 
nected, and  in  a greater  or  lefs  degree,  almoft  the 
conftant  forerunners  of  this  malady. 

The  circumftances,  again,  that  oppofe  the  ac- 
tion of  remedies  upon  the  difeafe,  are 


B b 


1.  The 


194 


OF  CANCER. 


1.  The  period  of  life  at  which  Cancer  takes 
place,  when  the  powers  of  the  fyftem,  particular- 
ly of  the  glandular,  or  fecreting  part,  are  begin- 
ning to  be,  or  are  already  too  languid  ; and, 

2.  The  effeds  of  the  long  continued  and  ob- 
fcure  carcinomatous  inflammation  of  the  part,  which 
generally  lays  the  foundation  of  the  malady,  be- 
fore being  perceived ; and  thus  induces  the  al- 
tered organization,  counteracting  any  favourable 
efforts  that  might  be  made  by  means  of  general 
remedies,  to  complete  a cure. 

The  treatment  of  Cancer  has  been  conduded 
on  three  feveral  plans ; by  attaking  it,  either  con- 
Jlitutionalfy , locally , or  both ; and  we  flrall  obferve,  in 
each  of  thefe,  how  far  a regard  has  been  paid  to 
the  preceding  morbid  circumflances  enumerat- 
ed. 


Sect.  i.  Of  the  Conjlitutional  Treatment. 

r | iHE  conjlilutional  treatment  of  Cancer,  is  pro- 
perly  divided  into  the  radical  and  palliative. 
The  former  has  been  chiefly  aimed  at ; but  its 
want  of  fuccefs  has  induced  mod  practitioners,  of 
late,  rather  to  content  themfelves  with  the  latter. 
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1.  RADICAL. 

The  radical  treatment  has  connfted  in  the  ufe 
of  remedies  of  three  different  kinds. 

The  firjl  are  certain  fuhftances  of  a fuppofed 
alterative  nature , proceeding  on  the  principle  of 
an  exifting  predifpofition. 

The  fecond  are  direct  jlimulants , either  of  the 
f aline  or  mineral  clafs,  employed  to  affecl  the 
powers  of  the  living  folid.  And, 

The  third  are  the  narcotic  tribe , which  a cl,  by 
repreffing  the  prevailing  morbid  irritation,  and 
thus  allow  the  natural  powers  of  the  fyftem  to 
operate  for  the  removal  of  the  difeafe. 

The  jirjl  fet  of  remedies  has  received  the  com- 
mon appellation  of fweetening  medicines , from  their 
fuppofed  adlion  in  correcting  the  vitiated  fluids. 
They  confifl:  of  the  different  woods,  as  the  Sarfa, 
Guiac,  Sajfafras , China , Serpentaria , &c.  : They 
are  generally  ufed  in  decoction  ; but  from  their 
fenflble  qualities,  their  powers  feern  too  weak  to 
deferve  being  employed  in  this  difeafe.  Their 
ufual  forms  are,  the  Decodlion  of  Woods , and  Lif- 
bon  Diet  Drink  ; more  rarely  they  have  been  pre- 
ferred in  fubffance. 

The  fecond  fet  of  remedies  are  the  moll  power- 
ful, and  depend,  for  their  action,  on  a Jlrong ftiviu- 
lus,  differently  modified , according  to  their  nature, 
and  the  different  alterations  they  have  undergone 
by  pharmaceutical , and  chemical  treatment. 
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We  fhall  examine  the  articles  of  this  clafs  fe- 
parately. 


Iron,  (Ferrum.) 

Of  Iron , the  chief  preparation  ufed  in  this  dif- 
eafe,  has  been  the  Flores  Martiales,  highly  extol- 
led by  Mr  Juftamond.  This  medicine  he  carried 
gradually  to  the  length  of  two  drams  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day ; but  its  virtue  was  confined  only  to  a 
temporary  appearance  of  cure,  which  yielded  foon 
to  the  inevitable  progreffion  of  the  difeafe.  At 
the  fame  time,  it  was  obferved,  that  the  general 
health  was  amended  fomewhat  under  its  ufe.  In 
the  fchirrous  ftate  of  the  affection,  the  author  goes 
the  length  of  regarding  this  medicine,  as  highly 
fpecific,  and  that  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  if 
carried  fufficiently  far,  may  be  retarded  by  it ; at 
all  times  a defireable,  and,  in  particular  fituations, 
a molt  fortunate  circumftance.  If,  however,  I offer 
an  opinion  of  its  real  merits,  I would  fay  that  it  can 
be  viewed  in  no  other  light,  than  as  a powerful  to- 
nic; and  like  all  medicines  of  this  clafs,  it  may,  fora 
little  time,  fufpend  the  morbid  adlion,  though,  in 
doing  this,  it  is  no  way  entitled  to  any  fpecific 
praife  ; nay,  the  progrefs  cf  the  difeafe,  will  be 
even  more  rapid  after  this  fufpenfion,  than  if  it 
had  not  been  exhibited. 

The  Blue  Vitriol  has  been  alfo  introduced,  as 
poffeffed  of  active  powers  over  this  difeafe,  and 
tried  by  a pra&itioner  at  Paris.  His  fuccefs 
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With  it,  however,  was  not  equal  to  his  exaggerated 
praifes;  and,  out  of  feven  patients  entrufted  to  his 
care,  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  only  one,  we  are  inform- 
ed, was  really  cured.  In  its  operation  it  proved 
violently  emetic;  a circumftance  which  mull  ren- 
der its  exhibition  fo  unfafe,  that  the  remedy  is, 
perhaps,  worfe  than  the  difeafe. 


Mercury,  (Argentum  Vivum.) 

In  this  difeafe,  practitioners  have  been  fon- 
der of  having  recourfe  to  Mercury , than  the  for- 
mer mineral,  and  reafoning,  from  analogy,  of  its 
powerful  effects  over  the  venereal  poifon,  their 
hopes  were  certainly  well  founded.  There  are, 
no  doubt,  on  record,  a number  of  cures  (of  what 
was  fuppofed  this  malady,)  having  been  accom- 
plifhed  through  means  of  it ; but  they  are  few, 
when  compared  with  the  cafes  of  its  failure,  and 
the  inftances  of  its  noxious  effeds.  We  have, 
therefore,  fome  reafon  to  doubt,  whether  thofe 
inftances  related  of  its  fuccefs,  were  real  cafes  of 
Cancer ; general  opinion,  the  beft  criterion  of 
fuccefs,  has  now  decided  againft  its  exhibition  at 
all  in  this  difeafe.  The  particular  circumftances 
of  the  few  cafes  in  which  its  efficacy  becomes  ap- 
pealed to,  have  not  been  accurately  noted ; and 
if  it  is  to  be  employed  here,  I fliould  conceive 
that  advantage  is  only  to  be  expeded  in  the  firfl 
ftage  of  the  affedion,  when  limple  obftrudion, 
not  altered  organization,  forms  the  difeafe  ; in  the 
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latter  cafe,  by  haftening  ulceration,  a natural 
confequence  of  its  action,  it  muft  do  harm. 

There  is  indeed  one  form  of  the  difeafe,  fchir- 
rus  of  the  liver,  in  which  Mercury  is  found  and 
acknowledged  to  be  fpecific.  We  have  reafon 
therefore  to  conclude,  as  it  is  by  no  means  infal- 
lible even  here,  that  the  difeafe,  in  this  organ,  is 
longer  of  paffinginto  the  actual  fchirrous  (late,  than 
elfewhere  ; and  that  it  is  fuccefsful,  under  the 
fame  circumftances  I have  mentioned  above. 
The  different  forms  in  which  Mercury  has  been 
ufed  in  Cancer,  are  either  in  that  of  the  Blue  Pill , 
in  fmall  dofes  of  Calomel , according  to  the  prac- 
tice of  Drs  Buckner  and  Gmelin,  who  have  ex- 
prefsly  written  diflertations  on  the  fpecific  powers 
of  this  particular  preparation ; or  it  has  been 
more  frequently  employed  in  the  form  of  Cor- 
rojlve  Sublimate , largely  diffufed,  firlt  recommend- 
ed by  the  celebrated  Dr  Sanchez  of  Lifbon, 
whofe  practice  is  detailed  at  length  in  Haller’s 
collection. 

-But,  Hill  latter  than  either  of  thefe  modes  of 
pradtice,  the  combination  of  Mercury  with  Anti- 
mony, has  been  itrongly  contended  for,  as  render- 
ing it  a fafe  remedy  by  Dr  Rowley  ; and  he  has 
even  advanced  cafes  of  its  fuccefs  on  this  plan. 
His  general  opinion,  however,  feems  to  be,  that  it  is 
chiefly  to  be  depended  on  in  the  firlt  Itage  of  the 
malady.  When  joined  with  a ItriCt  regimen,  and 
given  in  fmall  dofes,  continued  long,  it  promifes 

to 


OF  CANCER. 


1 99 

to  be  often  fuccefsful ; though  this  practice  re- 
quires farther  confirmation. 

Arsenic,  (Arsenicum  Album.) 

Thus  difappointed  in  their  exhibition  of  Mer- 
cury, practitioners  next  turned  their  views  to  a 
more  powerful  article  of  the  fame  clafs,  Arfenic ; 
and  it  of  late  has  been  more  univerfally  employed 
againfi  this  malady,  than  any  other  mineral  what- 
ever ; but  I muft  add,  with  a confidence  in  its 
powers,  which  neither  reafon,  experience,  nor 
even  humanity  feem  to  fan&ion.  Though  pre- 
fcribed  by  a number  of  practitioners,  in  the  cure 
of  intermittents,  particularly  of  the  quartan  form, 
previous  to  his  time,  in  this  difeafe,  it  was  firlt 
recommended  on  the  authority  of  Mr  Febure. 
He  gave  it  in  folution,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
Corrofive  Sublimate,  beginning  with  a table-fpoon- 
full  of  a folution,  containing  four  grains  of  the 
mineral  to  a pint  of  difiilled  water,  taken  every 
morning,  failing,  in  milk,  and  increafing  it  every 
eight  days,  till  the  patient  was  brought  to  the 
length  of  fix  table-fpoonfuls  a day.  Though  it 
has  been  employed  by  the  generality  of  practition- 
ers with  a fparing  and  timed  hand,  on  account 
of  its  well  known  deleterious  qualities,  yet,  by  a 
few  fince  Mr  Febure’s  time,  efpecially  by  Mr 
Juftamond,  for  the  fake  of  trying  its  real  effect, 
it  has  been  puihed  to  confiderable  length;  but,  I 
am  forry  to  add,  with  fuccefs  in  none  but  one  cafe. 

He 
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He  gave  it,  he  informs  us,  to  the  extent  of  two 
grains  a day,  and  was  only  deterred  from  conti- 
nuing it  in  this  dofe,  by  the  manifeft  injury  which 
the  general  health  feemed  to  fuflain  from  it.  From 
an  unlucky  prejudice,  however,  in  its  favour, 
though  no  way  confirmed  by  the  detail  of  his  own 
cafes,  he  goes  fo  far  as  to  conlider  this  remedy,  if 
ufed  in  fufficient  quantity,  as  the  real  antidote 
againll  the  Cancerous  poifon  ; but  finely,  if  he 
ufed  it  in  a quantity  greater  than  he  found  the 
conllitution  could  bear,  and  Hill  it  did  not  cure, 
if  carried  to  a greater  length,  even  were  it  fuccefs- 
ful,  the  remedy  would  certainly  be  worfe  than  the 
difeafe.  This  opinion,  however,  of  Mr  Juftamond, 
is  ftrongly  fupported  by  the  practice  of  a French 
furgeon,  Mr  Ronnou.  In  acourfe  of  fifty  years,  we 
are  told  by  this  gentleman,  he  cured  no  lefs  than 
twenty  patients  with  this  medicine,  which  he  ufed 
both  externally  and  internally.  A fimilar  prac- 
tice to  this  of  Mr  Ronnou,  I am  informed  by 
Dr  William  Wright  of  Edinburgh,  formerly  of 
Jamaica,  (a  gentleman  well  known  in  the  medi- 
cal world  for  his  many  valuable  communications, 
and  diftinguilhed,  Hill  more,  in  private  life,  for 
his  integrity  and  worth,)  prevails  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  in  that  fpecies  of  the  Cancerous  ulcer 
which  fucceeds  hies , and  that  cures  are  complet- 
ed by  it.  To  thefe  faffs,  I fhall  add  the  report 
of  another  practitioner  of  this  place,  who  con- 
tends, that  in  a long  courfe  of  praciice,  he  has 
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cured  no  lefs  than  thirty  cafes  of  Cancer,  employ- 
ing it  in  the  fame  manner  as  mentioned  by  Dr 
Wright. 

Yet,  in  fpite  of  thefe  very  flrong  recommen- 
dations, from  all  that  I have  had  occalion  my- 
felf  to  obferve,  I cannot  perceive  that  the  ac- 
tion of  Arfenic , is  any  way  different  from  that  of 
Mercury , except  in  the  degree  of  its  ftimulus.  In 
a variety  of  cafes  in  which  I have  tried  it,  both 
limply,  and  with  different  combinations,  and  after 
having  pufhed  it  to  considerable  length,  I have 
found  it  totally  inadequate  to  effect  a cure.  It 
may  be  remarked  alfo,  of  the  above  fuccefsful 
cafes,  how  fmall  the  number  was  when  compared 
with  the  whole  that  muff  have  fallen  under  the 
care  of  thefe  practitioners,  during  a term  of  fo 
many  years.  Thefe  fuccefsful  cafes,  then,  are  to  be 
confidered,  rather  as  exceptions  to  a general  rule, 
and  mull  have  been  connected  with  circumftances 
of  a peculiar  nature,  different  from  genuine  Cancer, 
which  have  been  overlooked.  On  thefe  circum- 
ftances the  fucccfs  muft  have  depended.  Indeed,  to 
reafon  merely  on  the  operation  of  Arfenic,  I would 
aver,  that  its  effect,  and  that  of  the  whole  tribe  of 
minerals,  can  only  be  to  ftimulate  the  fyftem,  and, 
by  this,  unavoidably  to  increafe  the  inflammation 
of  the  difeafgd  part,  thin  the  folid,  and  thus  favour 
its  palling  into  ulceration : Hence  a manifeft  aggra- 
vation of  fymptoms  muft  enfue.  If,  to  this  con- 
federation, we  add  the  highly  deleterious  ef- 
fects of  this  mineral  on  the  conftitution,  it  be- 
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comes  then  more  exceptionable  than  any  other ; 
and  even,  if  ufeful  as  a palliative,  that  circum- 
ftance  mull  always  prevent  its  being  long  perfifted 
in,  as  difeafes,  more  fatal,  muft  be  expected  to 
fucceed  its  exhibition,  than  even  that  againft 
which  it  is  employed. 

But  to  obviate,  as  far  as  pofiible,  thefe  delete- 
rious qualities  of  the  mineral,  fuppoxing  them  to 
arife,  chiefly,  from  its  mode  of  introduction  into 
the  fyftem,  and  its  adion  on  the  firft  paflages,  a 
propofal  has  been  made  to  adminifter  this  remedy 
externally , by  abforption  through  the  teguments. 
For  this  purpofe,  a method  is  fuggefted  by  a Mr 
Sherwin,  of  increafing  the  folubility  of  the  Arfe- 
nic , by  joining  it  with  equal  parts  of  Cryjlalls  of 
Tartar ; and,  in  this  faline  ftate,  it  is  readily 
taken  up  when  rubbed  on  the  hands,  or  other 
parts  of  the  external  furface ; perhaps,  indeed, 
the  fafeft  method  is,  to  reduce  the  mineral  always 
to  a faline  ftate,  and  ufe  it  only  in  this  form.  In 
this  way  it  has,  of  late,  been  introduced  into, 
practice  by  feveral  phyficians,  againft  other  dif- 
eafes, particularly  intermittents,  Epilepfy,  &c. 
but  I have  not  heard  of  its  being  much  tried 
in  this  form  in  the  prefent  malady. 

Antimony,  (Antimonium.) 

In  difmifling  the  fubjeCt  of  Arfenic,  we  are  next 
led  to  mention  the  ufe  of  Antimony  againft  this 
difeafe.  From  its  poflefling  an  arfenical  prin- 
ciple, 
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ciple,  the  fame  effect  may  be  expe&ed  to  follow 
its  exhibition,  as  the  former  article,  except  in  a 
lefs  powerful  degree.  The  form  in  which  it  has 
been  prefcribed  here,  is  that  of  the  Antimonial 
Pills , it  feems  a favourite  ingredient  in  the  pre- 
fcriptions  of  Dr  Rowley. 


Tin,  (Stannum.) 


The  fame  may  be  faid  of  Tin,  which  owes  its 
activity  entirely  to  the  fame  deleterious  or  arfe- 
nical  principle  ; one-eighth  part  of  this  mineral 
being  generally  found  mixed  in  powdered  tin. 

Muriated  Barytes,  (Barytes  Muriata). 

A more  modem  remedy  than  any  of  the  above, 
lately  brought  into  notice,  is  the  Muriated  Bary- 
tes. It  was  firft  recommended  by  Dr  Adair  Craw- 
ford, and,  from  its  fenfible  qualities,  feems  to  pof- 
fefs  adive  powers ; but,  except  in  two  cafes  re- 
lated by  Dr  Crawford  himfelf,  it  has  failed  in  the 
hands  of  every  other  pradi doner.  It  was  given 
by  him  in  the  quantity  of  from  four  to  twenty 
drops,  twice  a day,  being  entirely  regulated  by 
the  ftate  of  the  ftomach,  though,  when  carried 
even  to  this  length,  it  feems  to  have  produced 
difagreeable  fymptoms  : When  fuccefsful,  he  re- 
lates, it  increafed  the  flow  of  urine,  and  fliewed 
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an  amendment  of  the  appetite  and  general  health. 
As  this  medicine  is,  by  Dr  Crawford’s  own  ac- 
count, fo  often  contaminated  with  different  Me- 
tallic Salts , it  is,  perhaps,  as  much  to  this  conta- 
mination, as  to  any  thing  elfe,  that  it  owes  its 
medical  powers.  At  any  rate,  late  experience  has 
confirmed  its  inefficacy  in  this  difeafe. 


Borax. 

From  the  peculiar  nature  of  Borax , a fubftance 
whofe  virtues  are,  as  yet,  little  underftood,  I was 
induced  to  make  fome  experiments  with  it  in 
this  difeafe.  The  refult  of  thefe  was  in  its  favour, 
as  a palliative  remedy  again!!  the  flage  of  ulcera- 
tion ; for  it  evidently  ffiewed  an  effed  on  the  dif- 
charge,  both  in  leffening  its  quantity,  and  melior- 
ating its  appearance;  but,  while  it  produced  thefe 
beneficial  effeds,  it  increafed,  in  fome  degree,  the 
fchirrous  flate. 


Electricity,  (Aura  Electrica.) 

In  enumerating  the  different  remedies  in  this 
difeafe,  the  ufe  of  Electricity  muff  not  be  omitted. 
It  can  only  ad,  however,  in  the  flage  of  fwelling ; 
and  many  cafes  of  the  refolution  of  fchirrus,  are 
related  by  writers  on  the  fubjed  of  Electricity. 
Its  firft  introdudion  into  pradice,  in  this  difeafe, 
arofe  from  the  accidental  cure  of  a lady  in  Ire- 
land, 
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land,  by  a ftroke  of  lightning,  as  related  by  Dr 
Eafon,  in  the  Medical  Commentaries.  But,  from 
this  application  not  being  often  ufed,  we  are  a- 
fraid,  it  is,  either  a remedy  not  fo  fuccefsful,  when 
applied  by  the  hands  of  man  ; or  that  its  other 
bad  effects  on  the  fyftem  in  general,  when  long 
continued,  prevent  its  being  employed, 

Lizard,  (Lacerta.) 

As  fomewhat  conrieded  with  the  clafs  of  re- 
medies we  are  at  prefent  enumerating,  in  its  mode 
of  action,  (which  has  been  compared  to  that  of 
Mercury,')  may  be  mentioned  a medicine  of  the 
animal  kingdom,  employed  as  a fpeeific  againft  this 
difeafe.  We  have  the  account  of  it  in  the  Tranf- 
actions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  at  Paris, 
being  the  tranflation  of  a Spanifli  Memoir  on  the 
fubjed.  In  the  province  of Guatimala  in  New  Spain , 
we  are  informed  that  the  ufe  of  the  fmall  Green 
Lizard  is  common  in  the  cure  of  Cancer,  and  at- 
tended with  the  greateft  fuccefs  in  the  ulcerated 
ftage.  Two  or  three  of  thefe  animals  are  dired- 
ed  to  be  fwallowed  daily,  on  an  empty  ftomach, 
being  firft  prepared  by  fkinning  them,  and  cut- 
ting off  their  heads  and  tails.  Their  operation  is 
attended  with  ftrong  fymptoms  of  fever,  viz.  great 
heat, five  at  mg,  and  falivation  ; but  the  fuccefs  is 
very  fudden,  generally  in  the  courfe  of  three  or 
four  days  a cure  is  eflfeded.  This  pradice  is  faid 
to  have  been  very  common  among  the  Indians  in 
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South  America.  It  was  attempted  by  the  Spa- 
nith  phyficians  with  the  Lizard  of  their  own 
country  ; the  circumftance  of  its  being  exhibited 
newly  killed,  preventing  any  being  procured 
from  America  : But  experience  has  ffiewn  the 
fame  inefficacy  of  it  in  Europe,  as  that  of 
many  other  boafted  Indian  fpecifics  ; and  this 
remedy  has  the  farther  obje&ion  to  it,  in  be- 
ing highly  difagreable  to  the  patient,  though 
this  laft  circumftance  might  be  fomewhat  remov- 
ed, by  forming  it  into  pills. 

From  the  clafs  of  direct  Jlimulants,  the  principal 
of  which  employed  in  this  difeafe  we  have  now 
enumerated,  we  proceed,  in  the  lajl  place,  to 
examine  the  tribe  of  Narcotics . 

Hemlock,  (Conium  Maculat.) 

Of  the  narcotic  tribe,  Hemlock  ftands  here  at 
the  head  of  the  lift.  It  was  the  fubftance  ufed 
by  the  antients  for  poifoning  criminals,  and  be- 
came, firft,  regularly  introduced  into  medicine,  for 
internal  ufe,  on  the  authority  of  Baron  Storck,  af- 
ter having  afeertained  the  fafety  of  its  exhibition 
in  his  own  perfon.  Like  moft  new  medicines,  it 
has  been  both  over-rated  and  undervalued  in  an 
improper  degree.  Truth,  however,  never  lies  in 
extremes : That  cures  in  this  difeafe  have  been 
made  by  Hemlock , is  vouched  by  the  moft  re- 
fpe&able  authorities ; that  it  has  oftener  failed, 
i:i  equally  true  ; and  it  becomes,  therefore,  of  fome 
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confequence,  to  determine  in  what  cafes  it  may- 
be depended  on,  and  in  what  not.  From  a con- 
fideration  of  the  hiftory  of  Cancer,  formerly  deli- 
vered, it  will  evidently  appear,  that  it  is  only  in 
the  firft  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  that  a cure  by  Hem- 
lock, or  indeed  by  any  other  article  of  the  Narcotic 
tribe , can  be  effectual.  For  if  the  deftrudion 
of  organization,  or  adual  fchirrus,  has  commen- 
ced, it  is  clear,  that  no  refolution  can  take  place  ; 
the  tumor  can  only  be  lefiened  by  the  pro- 
cefs  of  fuppuration,  which  requires  the  burfling 
of  the  teguments.  I formerly  endeavoured  to 
prove,  however,  that  no  accurate  judgement  can 
be  always  formed,  when  the  firft  ftage  of  the  dif- 
eafe is  terminated , and  the  actual  fchirrus  begun. 
In  many  cafes,  the  folids  being  lax,  the  date  of 
fimple  obftrudion  will  remain,  even  though  the 
fwelling  is  pretty  confiderable  in  lize ; while  in 
others,  where  the  folids  are  more  tenfe,  a deftruc- 
tion  of  organization  will  take  place,  even  though 
the  tumor  is  fmall,  and  we  might  fuppofe,  from 
appearance,  fimple  obftrudion  alone  prevailed. 
As  this  remedy  then,  it  would  appear,  was  more 
fuccefsful  with  Baron  Storck  in  the  ftage  of  fwel- 
ling, than  of  ulceration,  I can  account  for  it  only 
in  this  way.  His  veracity  I would  by  no  means 
think  of  impeaching;  and  efpecially  when  a num- 
ber of  his  cafes  were  fandioned  by  the  venerable 
authority  of  Van  Sweiten,  and  others.  At  the 
fame  time  I doubt,  if,  in  his  cafes,  the  Baron  ad- 
hered always  ftridly  to  fchirrus;  for  many  of  them 
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appear  to  have  been  dwellings  from  Scrophula,  or 
at  leaf!  of  a doubtful  nature.  Yet  even  though 
this  may  have  been  the  cafe,  Hill  there  is  no  room 
for  that  fcepticifm,  fo  illiberally  betrayed  by  many 
authors  on  this  fubjed,  and  by  none  more  than 
the  late  Mr  Hill,  furgeon  at  Dumfries,  who,  from 
his  prepoffeffion  in  favour  of  extirpation,  has  de- 
cried the  Hemlock  with  the  moft  unjuftifiable  pre- 
judice, and  has  gone  even  the  length  of  affirming, 
“ that  were  it  his  misfortune  to  have  a Cancer, 
“ even  of  the  flighted:  kind,  he  would  not  delay 
“ a Angle  hour  in  expedalion  of  a cure  from 
“ the  ule  of  the  Hemlock'”  an  aflertion  which, 
I am  afraid,  will,  in  molt  cafes,  apply  as  well  to 
extirpation  as  to  the  Hemlock. 

From  the  general  ufe  of  this  remedy,  it  has 
been  exhibited  in  almoft  every  form  of powder, pill, 
mixture , bolus,  &-c.  When  ufed,  it  fliould  not  be 
too  young,  but  gathered  when  its  flowers  decline, 
for,  at  this  time,  its  powers  are  ftrongeft  ; and  as 
it  is  fenflbly  weakened  by  the  action  of  Are,  its 
recent  powder  is,  perhaps,  its  belt  form.  It  may 
be  begun  with  Ax  grains  in  the  day,  and  gra- 
dually increased  to  the  length  of  feventy,  or  even 
upwards ; but  as  it  is  a medicine  very  apt  to  vary 
in  its  ftrength,  from  the  different  circumflances 
of  its  age,  growth,  &c.  the  bed:  rule,  that  no  dan- 
ger may  attend  its  ufe,  is  to  begin  with  a fmall 
dofe,  and  carry  it  to  fuch  length,  as  to  fliew  fen- 
Able  effeds,  by  touching  the  head  and  ftomach ; 
and  in  this  way  it  has  been  brought  to  120  grains 
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a day : Nay,  one  cafe  is  mentioned  in  the  37th 
volume  of  the  Journal  of  Medicine,  of  360  grains 
of  the  extract  being  daily  ufed.  The  fymptoms 
that  mark  its  adtion  in  an  over  dofe,  are  a giddi- 
jiefs , afredting  the  head , and  motions  of  the  eyes,  as 
if  fomething  pulhed  them  outwards ; & flight  fick- 
nefs,  and  trembling  agitation  of  the  body.  When 
thefe  occur,  it  fhould  be  pufhed  no  farther.  It 
is  proper  alfo,  at  times,  to  interrupt  its  ufe.  Its 
operation  is  always  flow,  and  a year,  or  longer,  is 
often  required  before  being  fuccefsful.  A new 
form,  in  which  it  has  been,  of  late  applied,  is 
that  of  a bath,  firft  introduced  with  fuccefs,  ac- 
cording to  report,  into  Germany ; but  this  re- 
commendation has  had  little  influence  in  this 
country,  it  being  highly  inconvenient  in  its  ap- 
plication. Even  Mr  Juftamond,  the  author  who 
firft  made  this  practice  known  in  Britain,  could 
almoft  never  prevail  on  his  patients  to  employ  it. 
It  was  always,  when  employed,  attended  with 
fymptoms  of  a ftrong  fymptomatic  fever,  and  a 
large  difcharge  of  matter  from  the  fores,  with  no 
tendency  to  granulation.  One  remarkable  cafe, 
however,  of  its  fuccefs  in  this  form,  occurred  in 
the  practice  of  Dr  R.  Hamilton.  Its  effeCts  were 
fo  fpeedy,  and  fo  conclufive,  as  to  render  it  en- 
titled to  a farther  application.  In  this  cafe,  it 
was  obferved,  that  no  granulation  of  the  ulcer 
took  place,  but  the  fides  contracted  every  day, 
till  they  became  contiguous,  after  which  they 
united  from  the  bottom  upwards. 

. D d 
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I have  been  the  more  particular  on  the  Hem- 
lock, as  the  fame  obfer rations  on  its  action  apply 
to  the  whole  of  the  Narcotic  tribe , and  they  will 
not,  therefore,  need  to  be  repeated.  It  is  the  cir- 
cumftances  alone  in  which  they  differ  from  each, 
other,  that  will  deferve  to  be  pointed  out. 

Deadly  Nightshade,  (Belladonna.) 

Next  to  the  Hemlock , for  its  powers  over  this 
difeafe,  Hands  the  Deadly  Night-Jhade.  That 
cures  have  been  made  with  it,  under  the  feme  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  difeafe  as  by  the  Hemlock , there 
is  little  doubt ; but  that  it  has  as  frequently  fail- 
ed, muft  be  alfo  admitted.  It  was  firft  introduced 
into  practice  againft  this  difeafe  by  Dr  Alberti, 
in  his  differtation  at  Hall.  It  was  afterwards 
farther  recommended  by  Profeffor  Lambergen  of 
Groningen,  who,  like  Storck  with  the  Hemlock , 
firft  tried  the  fafety  of  its  exhibition  on  his  own 
perfon  ; and  alfo  by  Dr  Munck.  On  the  autho- 
rity of  thefe  authors,  it  has  been  frequently  em- 
ployed fince  by  a number  of  practitioners,  with 
various  fuccefs.  At  the  fame  time  it  muft  be  ob- 
ftrved,  that  the  filence  now  held  reflecting  its 
virtues,  is  the  belt  proof  it  has  not  deferved  all 
the  reputation  its  firft  recommenders  beftowed 
upon  it.  One  of  the  moft  convincing  proofs, 
however,  of  its  good  effects,  is  related  by  Dr  Cul- 
len, where,  though  it  did  not  complete  a cure, 
ftill  it  fhowed  ftrong  powers  over  the  difeafe  ; for 
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being  ufed  for  a time,  and  then  laid  aiide  for 
an  equal  length  of  time,  the  progrefs  of  the 
malady  correfponded  entirely  to  thefe  periods 
of  its  ufe  and  fufpenfion.  When  fuccefsful,  it  is 
generally  attended  with  evacuations,  particularly 
by  fweat  or  urine.  It  is  the  leaves  of  the  plant  that 
are  preferred,  and  they  are  employed  in  every  form. 
The  infufion  has  been  known  to  bring  on  a dif- 
agreeable  drynefs,  or  ftricture  of  the  throat,  which 
has  often  prevented  its  being  pulhed  to  proper 
lengths.  It  is  begun  with  a grain  dofe,  and  gra- 
dually increafed,  the  powder  of  the  dried  leaves 
is  now  preferred  to  the  infufion. 

WoLFESBANE,  (AcONITUM.) 

Wolfesbane  is  another  remedy  of  this  clafs, 
Which,  from  fome  experiments  of  Dr  Storck,  is 
faid  to  have  been  fuccefsful  in  the  cure  of  this 
malady,  where  the  Hemlock  failed.  Its  effects  I 
have  never  had  experience,  of,  and,  therefore,  I can 
offer  no  farther  opinion  of  its  nature,  than  as  pof- 
feffing  the  fame  general  principle  of  abtion  with 
the  former  article,  and  being  highly  deleterious, 
which  a number  of  fatal  inftances  have  unfortu- 
nately proved ; the  fame  fuccefs  may,  therefore,  be 
expected  from  its  exhibition.  It  is  given,  either 
in  the  form  of  extract,  or  tincture  ; in  the  former, 
two  grains  of  the  infpifiated  juice  are  rubbed  with 
two  drams  of  fugar ; and  of  this  ten  grains  are 
given  night  and  morning.  In  the  latter,  one 
D d 2 part 
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part  of  the  leaves  is  ufed  to  fixteen  of  the  fpirit, 
and  forty  drops  make  a dofe. 

Henbane,  (Hyosciamus.') 

Henbane  is  another  powerful  remedy  of  the 
fame  clafs,  firft  introduced,  like  the  former,  into 
modern  pradlice  by  Dr  Storck,  againft  this  mala- 
dy ; but  it  has  been  employed  as  an  anodyne  from 
the  earlieft  periods  of  medical  hiftory,  by  the  firft 
phyficians.  For  ufe,  it  is  preferred  in  the  forvi  of 
extraEi  from  the  leaves , and  being  begun  with  the 
quantity  of  half  a grain,  it  has  been  gradually 
extended  to  the  length  of  half  a dram. 

Laurel  Water,  (Aqua  Laurocerasi.) 

The  Laurel  Water  has  been  tried  by  Profeftor 
Richter  of  Gotingen  in  various  ways,  in  the  ex- 
tent, of  from  forty  to  fixty  drops.  No  fuccefs 
over  the  difeafe,  as  far  as  we  are  informed  by 
him,  attended  its  ufe  ; and  as  it  produced  dyfen- 
teric,  and  other  morbid  fymptcms,  it  feemed  an 
application  unfafe  to  be  perfifted  in. 

Vomic  Nut,  (Nux  Vomica.) 

Along  with  thefe  Narcotics,  I have  frequently 
joined  the  ufe  of  the  Vomic  Nut , an  article  pofieiT- 
ing  both  ftrong  Tonic,  as  well  as  Narcotic  powers. 

But 
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But  from  all  the  trials  I have  been  able  to 
make,  any  advantage  derived  from  its  ufe  was 
confined  to  the  ulcerated  date,  and  while  it  gave 
a more  cleanly  appearance  to  the  fore,  it  evident- 
ly increafed  the  fchirrus,  and  occafioned  its  aug- 
mentation. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  articles  of  the  Narco _ 
tic  tribe , employed  againft  the  prefent  malady  : 
Many  others  may,  perhaps,  be  added  to  them, 
and  I am  informed,  that  among  the  Turks,  feve- 
ral  Narcotics  are  ufed  very  fuccefsfully,  unknown 
to  the  praditioners  of  this  country ; but  whatever 
their  powers  may  be  in  this  refped,  dill  the  ge- 
neral principle  of  thefe  remedies  is  the  fame  ; 
and  whatever  other  combination  of  quality  they 
unite  with  their  Narcotic  virtue,  the  fame  may 
be  fupplied  by  our  junction  of  the  Narcotics 
known,  with  other  remedies. 


2.  PALLIATIVE. 


This  finilhes  our  examination  of  the  firft  part 
of  the  Conjiitutional  treatment  of  Cancer,  or  that 
employed  with  a Radical  view’,  but  phyficians 
failing,  for  the  mod  part,  as  was  formerly  ob- 
ferved,  of  fuccefs,  with  thefe  various  remedies 
enumerated,  and  defpairing  of  getting  acquainted 
with  any  fpecifics  capable  of  effeding  a cure,  have, 
for  fome  time  pad,  from  feeing  their  attempts 
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frequently  increafe  the  violence  of  the  malady* 
contented  themfelves  folely  with  a palliative  mode 
of  relief. 

This  has  differed  in  its  principles,  according  to 
the  different  ftages  of  the  difeafe. 

In  the  firjl,  or  fchirrous  flate,  it  has  been  ap- 
plied to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  tumor  by  ob- 
viating inflammation , and  relieving  pain. 

In  the  fecond,  or  ulcerous  flage,  the  fame  end  is 
attempted,  by  counter  aiding  debility , and  reflraining 
the  power  of  the  Ileclic. 

Firjl  Stage. 

The  indications  of  the  former  are  executed  by 
a JlriH  ant iphlog flic  courfe , particularly  in  the  ufe 
of  J. mall  bleedings  from  the  difeafed  part,  repeated 
on  any  increafe  of  pain,  or  figns  of  increafing  in- 
flammation, fo  as  to  retain  the  fwelling  in  an  in- 
dolent flate.  With  this,  is  joined  the  occaflonal 
exhibition  of  faline  purgatives , of  a refrigerant  na- 
ture ; and  alfo,  though  more  rarely,  mild  diapho- 
retics, to  preferve  the  excretion  of  furface.  This 
is  the  pradice  ftrongly  recommended  by  Dr 
Rowley,  and  is  faid  to  have  been  even  fpecific  in 
a number  of  inftances.  In  cafes  of  pain,  an 
occaflonal  anodyne  is  likewife  had  recourfe  to* 

Connected  with  thefe  principles,  and  which 
might  form  even  part  of  this  courfe,  though,  as 
yet  little  adopted,  we  have  the  account  from  Mr 
Pouteau,  of  a curious  pradice  employed  by  a 
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Capuchin  of  Malta,  named  the  Cold  Water  DoClor. 
This  pradice  confided  in  a very  rigid  abjlinence , 
with  the  ufe  of  almoft  nothing  but  Ice  Water , and 
this  regimen,  or  Water  Diet,  was  to  be  continued, 
according  to  a certain  plan,  for  the  fpace  of  two 
months.  In  one  perfon,  he  informs  us,  a com- 
plete cure  of  the  difeafe  was  by  this  means  ef- 
feded  ; and  in  feveral  who  had  not  perfeverance 
to  follow  it  out,  the  difeafe  was,  however,  much 
mitigated.  The  fads  of  Pouteau,  he  being  rather 
a whimfical  theorift,  are  fomewhat  fufpicious ; but 
this  pradice  has  been  repeated  by  Mr  Pearfon 
of  London,  in  feveral  cafes  of  uterine  affection,  of 
which  he  gives  a detail,  and  in  every  cafe  where 
this  rigid  aj)ftinence  was  perfevered  in,  a manifeft 
alleviation  of  fymptoms  occurred.  To  render 
this  plan  lefs  objedionable,  he  alfo  adds,  that  the 
patients  did  not  fall  off  much  under  its  ufe. 
This  would  certainly  point  out  the  diet  bell  fuited 
to  the  nature  of  the  difeafe. 

The  advantage  of  that  part  of  the  antiphlogis- 
tic pradice,  which  confifts  in  the  ufe  of  both  to- 
pical and  general  bleeding , has  been  ftrongly  en- 
forced by  Mr  Fearon,  furgeon  in  London,  who 
indeed  confiders  it  as  having  effeded  in  a number 
of  cafes,  a complete  cure,  and  as  being  really  a 
fpecific  for  this  malady.  That  the  difeafe,  in  its 
firft  ftage,  may  be  not  only  fufpended  by  this 
treatment ; but  even,  perhaps,  removed,  may  be 
readily  admitted ; but  in  the  fubfequent  period 
I am  convinced,  that  a good  deal  more  than 
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Ample  bleeding  is  required  to  produce  a cure ; as 
a proof  of  which,  we  often  find  it  equally  obfti- 
nate  in  thofe  women,  that  labour  under  hemor- 
rhagia,  (or  flooding),  as  others,  even  where  the 
quantity  difcharged  is  much  more  conflderabie 
than  what  is  taken  away  by  venefetffion.  Its 
only  effect,  at  a late  period,  can  be  to  reduce 
the  j welling  of  the  contiguous  parts  about  the  fchir- 
rus,  and  in  this  way  it  may  do  fervice.  But  even 
this  fhews  that  the  topical  bleeding  will  be  more 
effectual  than  the  general  one , and  this  lalt  indeed 
fliould  never  be  had  recourfe  to  for  that  purpofe. 

Second  Stage. 

The  indications  of  the  ulcerated  ltage  are  ful- 
filled by  the  ufe  of  tonics , particularly  the  bark , 
a plentiful  exhibition  of  Acids  and  Neutral  Salts,  as 
the  Saline  Julap,  Spiritus  Minder eri,  &-C  ; and 
where  the  irritation  is  ftrong,  the  fame  recourfe 
muff  be  had  to  Opiates,  as  in  the  former  ftage ; 
and  it  is  aftonifhing  to  what  length  it  is  often  ne- 
cefiary,  in  this  cafe,  to  carry  them.  Indeed,  in 
the  end  of  the  difeafe,  efpecially  where  it  attacks 
a principal  part,  they  become  the  only  folace  of 
the  miferable  patient,  though  often  a very  inef- 
fectual one. 
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Sect.  2.  Of  the  Local  Treatment  of  Cancer. 

'P'ROM  the  Conflitutional,  I proceed  now  to 
^ the  Local  Treatment  of  Cancer  ; which,  like 
the  former,  has  been  conducted,  either  with  a 
Radical , or  Palliative  view.  The  Local  treatment 
mull  have  been  the  mod  ancient ; for  it  would 
require  experience,  and  reafoning,  before  men 
could  trace  the  connexion  of  the  dileafe  with  the 
conftitution  at  large. 

1.  RADICAL. 

The  Radical  treatment  of  this  difeafe  we  find 
often  fuccefsful.  In  accomplilhing  it,  two  me- 
thods have  been  generally  employed,  the  ufe  of 
Caujlics  and  Extirpation. 

Caustics. 

The 7?c/?Cauftics  have  been  applied  under  a vaft 
variety  of  forms,  and  many  of  them  have  acquir- 
ed great  celebrity  to  their  inventors,  from  the 
time  of  Hippocrates  to  the  prefent  day.  Under 
certain  limitations,  they  have  received  fome  de- 
gree of  approbation  from  many  firft-rate  prac- 
E e titioners; 
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titioners ; but,  at  bed,  they  will  be  found  very 
limited  and  uncertain  expedients. 

I fhall  enumerate  a few  of  the  moil  famous  of 
thefe  applications. 

Fuf chins,  an  Italian,  we  are  informed,  performed 
many  cures  of  this  difeafe,  with  a powder  of  this 
kind,  which  he  termed  the  Poudre  Benite , or  Blejfed 
Powder.  Its  compofition  was  of  Arfenic , Snake  - 
root , and  Soot. 

The  fame  we  are  told  by  Van  Helmont,  of 
another  pra<ftitioner,  who  employed  Arfenic,  mix- 
ed with  Balfam  of  Sulphur. 

Fallopius  ufed,  in  particular  cafes,  Arfenic  and 
Nitre,  which  he  termed  Cauflicum  ad  Cancros. 

In  modern  times  thefe  remedies  have  been 
equally  frequent. 

Many  cures  have  been  made  with  the  Arundel 
Powder,  a compofition  of  Arfenic  and  Sal  Ammo- 
niac, as  given  by  the  late  Mr  Jufiamond. 

Mackaile,  a Scots  practitioner,  fuccefsfully  em- 
ployed the  Lapis  Infernalis. 

Gendron  allures  us  of  the  fame  fuccefs  from 
his  Cauflic. 

Plunked s Powder,  is  known  to  have  been  a 
compofition  of  Arfenic  and  Flowers  of  Sulphur, 
along  with  the  powder  of  the  Water  Crowfoot, 
(Ranunculus  flammeus),  made  up  into  a palte 
with  yolk  of  egg,  and  its  reputation  has  been 
eftablilhed,  beyond  a doubt,  in  many  inftances. 

Still  more  lately,  the  fuccefs  of  Mr  Guy  of 
London,  from  a compofition  of  the  fame  kind,  has 
been  witnelfed  by  the  molt  refpeCtable  practition- 
ers. 


OF  CANCER. 


219 


ers.  This  gentleman  indeed,  publifhed  a feleft 
collection  of  cafes  cured  by  thus  remedy ; and 
though  he  leaves  us  in  the  dark  with  refpeft  to 
its  real  compolition,  yet,  from  the  defcription  of 
his  cures,  as  well  as  the  opinion  of  his  cotempora- 
ries,  there  cannot  remain  a doubt  of  his  employ- 
ing a Cauflic  application  in  one  form  or  other ; 
an  application  which  he  was  by  no  means  willing 
to  admit.  Indeed  the  faffs  related  by  Mr  Guy 
himfelf,  of  his  practice,  fufficiently  eftablifh  the 
nature  of  his  remedy.  The  circumftances,  he  re- 
lates, as  attending  its  action  in  every  cafe  are  : 

1.  A feparation  and  eradication  of  the  difeafed 
part,  by  which  the  glands  were  often  turned  out 
entire. 

2.  A degree  of  pain  attending  its  application, 
often  very  confiderable.  And 

3.  The  production  of  a good  digejlion,  as  a 
confequence  of  the  feparation  of  the  difeafed 
parts. 

Thefe  facts  then,  viz.  a feparation  of  the  dif- 
eafed parts,  and  of  the  glands , often  entire , which, 
he  tells  us,  the  patients  ufed  to  preferve  in  fpirits, 
and  retain,  could  be  effected,  efpecially  in  fo  fhort 
a time  as  he  mentions,  by  no  other  means  than  a 
Cauftic  remedy  ; and  his  wifh  of  an  early  applica- 
tion from  his  patients,  while  the  difeafe  was  yet  in  its 
fchirrous  ftate,  and  not  too  extend ve,  is  an  additional 
proof  of  the  fame  fadt.  From  the  well  known  effects 
of  Arfenic  in  doing  this  with  little  pain,  and  very 
completely,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  formed  a 
E e 2 principal 
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principal  ingredient  in  his  compofition.  In  the 
cafes  of  Mr  Guy,  two  fads  occur  deferving  atten- 
tion, viz.  that  he  fucceeded  more  frequently  in 
the  ocult  than  ulcerated  Cancer ; and  alfo  in  the 
accidental  than  in  the  predifpofed.  This  will  be 
eafily  explained  from  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe, 
and  the  divifion  of  it  formerly  made. 

Bernhard's  Mixture,  a remedy  much  ufed  on 
the  continent,  muft  not  be  omitted  here.  It  is 
compofed  chiefly  of  Arfenic,  and  artificial  Cinna- 
bar, and  by  none  has  it  been  applied  more  fuc- 
cefsfully  than  by  Profeflor  Richter  of  Gottingen. 
It  is  made  into  a fort  of  pafte,  and  laid  on  the  part 
pretty  thick.  Its  gives  little  pain,  and  forms  a 
cruft  very  foon  ; on  the  feparation  of  which,  if 
the  fore  is  not  clean,  it  is  applied  afrefh ; this, 
the  Profeflor  informs  us,  he  has  done  to  the 
length  of fix  times,  even  with  fuecefs  at  laft. 

The  laft  remedy  of  this  kind  that  remains  to 
be-  taken  notice  of,  is  Dr  Martyn's  Cancer  Pow- 
der, of  which  an  account  is  detailed  in  the  Ame- 
rican tranlaclions  by  DrRufti.  From  the  credit 
this  medicine  had  acquired,  Dr  Rufh  was  induced 
to  pay  coniiderabh  mention  to  it,  with  a view 
to  gain  information  of  its  real  nature,  which  the 
author  gave  out  to  be  entirely  vegetable,  and 
originally  an  Indian  remedy.  It  was  fuccefsful 
in  the  lhme  cafes  from  Dr  Rufli’s  report,  as  Mr 
Guy’s,  where  the  difeafe  was  evidently  of  the  ac- 
cidental fpecies,  or  ftrictly  local,  and  not  exten- 
five.  In  its  application,  it  occafioned  fome  pain, 
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inflammation,  and  difcharge.  By  the  death  of  the 
inventor,  a quantity  of  it  was  procured  by  Dr 
Rufh,  and  fubmitted  to  experiment,  when  its 
compofition  appeared  to  be  clearly  Arfenic,  mix- 
ed with  a vegetable  fubjlance,  the  Powder  oj  the 
Deadly  Night  Shade , (Belladonna),  in  the  pro- 
portion of  a fortieth  part  of  the  mineral  to  one 
of  the  vegetable  powder. 

I have  been  the  more  particular  on  thefe  three 
laft  applications,  both  as  they  are  the  lateft,  and 
as  they  have  given  rife  to  imitations  of  the  fame 
plan.  Thus,  as  Arfenic  appears  clearly  the  prin- 
cipals^. aSlive  ingredient  in  them,  as  well  as  in  mod 
of  the  other  Cauflics  employed  by  Empyrics,  regu- 
lar practitioners,  of  late,  imitating  the  pradtice, 
have  attempted  to  employ  it  in  the  fame  way, 
and  that  in  the  form  of  an  impalpable  powder, 
plaijler,  or  ointment , either  limply,  or  joined  with 
Antimony,  Sulphur,  or  even  Mercury,  in  the  form 
of  Corrojive  Sublimate.  In  all  thefe  cafes  it  has 
never  acted  otherwife  than  as  a Jimple  Cavjlic, 
without  any  J'pecijic  operation  ; producing  firlt  an 
efchar,  and,  on  the  feparation  of  this,  an  apparent 
cleannefs  of  the  fore,  with  no  tendency  to  granu- 
late or  cicatrize.  The  miideft  form  of  it  is  the  oint- 
ment, which  Ihould  be  fpread  very  thin,  and  fhould 
contain  but  a fmall  portion  of  Arfenic.  In  the  form 
of  plaifter  it  feems  to  have  been  ufed  by  Mr  Guy  ; 
and  from  the  experiments  of  Mr  Juflamond,  it 
would  appear,  even  in  this  form,  to  have  been  very 
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quickly  abforbed,  fo  as  to  produce  often  delete- 
rious effects  on  the  fyflem. 

Another  imitation  of  the  fame  empyrical  prac- 
tice, has  been  a Cauflic,  formed  of  a folution  of 
Iron  and  Sal  Ammoniac , with  the  addition  of  Oil 
of  Vitriol,  and  Oil  of  Tartar.  This  was  firfl  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  Ge/man  Tranfadions,  and  was  tried 
by  Mr  Juftamond,  in  Britain,  both  in  the  fchir- 
rous  and  ulcerated  date  of  the  difeafe.  In  the 
latter,  the  edges  of  the  fore  were  gently  touched 
by  it,  and  the  application  made  as  often  as  the 
feelings  of  the  patient  could  bear.  Its  effect  on 
the  difeafe  was  no  way  different  from  the  Arfenic, 
or  other  Cau/lics,  producing  an  efchar ; on  the 
removal  of  which,  the  fore,  in  fome  cafes,  took 
on  a more  favourable  appearance. 

In  the  fame  way,  there  is  related  in  the  Medical 
Commentaries,  a mode  of  pradice  with  the  Corrofive 
Sublimate  ,t mployed  by  Dr  Willifon  of  Dundee.  It 
is  applied  in  the  form  of  a fine  powder,  fprinkled 
from  a pencil  on  the  edges  of  the  fore,  which  are 
previoufly  bathed  with  warm  water.  The  whole  is 
covered  with  a pedgit  of  Bafilicon,  and  allowed 
to  remain  on  twenty-four  hours,  when,  if  the 
efchar  is  not  loofe  round  all  the  edges,  it  is  again 
covered  up,  and  next  day  the  fame  operation  is 
renewed  with  the  corrofive,  wherever  the  flough 
adheres.  When  all  removed,  it  is  then  to  be 
treated  as  a common  fore. 

A fimilar  pradice  to  that  of  Dr  Willifon,  is  re- 
lated by  Dr  Mofeley,  as  a certain  cure  of  all  the 
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external  forms  of  this  difeafe  in  the  Weil  Indies. 
Indead  of  fprinkling  the  Sublimate,  from  a pencil, 
on  the  edges  of  the  fore,  a plaijter  of  Diachlyon , 
with  Gum,  is  cut  to  the  extent  of  the  Cancerous 
ulcer  or  tumor.  If  the  fore  or  fwelling  is  the  fize 
of  a crown  piece,  on  this  piaider  is  fprinlded  to 
the  quantity  of  a dram  of  Corrofive  Sublimate , 
and  in  this  date  it  is  applied  to  the  difeafed  part ; 
being  allowed  to  remain  on  forty-eight  hours,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time,  if  the  difeafed  parts  do 
not  feem  fully  feparated,  it  is  allowed  to  remain 
dill  longer.  On  being  taken  off,  a Poultice  is 
applied,  with  a little  Olive  Oil,  and  frequently  re- 
newed till  the  whole  Cancerous  mafs  comes  awray. 
The  preference  given  to  the  Corrofive,  over  the 
Arfenic,  is  from  the  former  aiding  folely  on  difeaf- 
ed, not  found  defh ; and  being  like  wife  a dimu- 
lus  to  the  adjacent  parts,  to  throw  off  the  difeafe. 
I cannot  fee,  however,  that  the  Corrodve  can  aid 
in  any  other  way  than  as  a dmple  Cauftic,  and 
its  application  mud  be  allowed  to  be  attended 
with  much  greater  pain  than  even  the  Arfenic. 

A peculiar  Caudic,  ufed  by  fome  praiditioners 
in  the  ulcerated  dage,  I mud  not  omit  taking 
notice  of  here.  It  is  the  application  of  a burning 
glafs , or  lens  to  the  part.  The  pain  excited  by 
this  praidice,  we  are  told,  is  much  eader  to  fup- 
port  than  that  from  any  other  Cauftic.  After  the 
daily  cauterifation  of  the  fore  by  this  means,  (and 
it  requires  a period  of  fome  weeks  to  effeid  a cure), 
a comprefsy  dipt  in  fpirits , is  applied  over  it,  and 
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the  efchar\s  generally  thrown  off  in  the  fpace  of 
twenty-four  hours,  the  furface  below  difplaying 
a vermilion  colour,  and  the  cure  is  effected  with- 
out any  lofs  of  fubftance. 

This  perhaps  may  be  confidered  as  a refinement 
on  the  old  barbarous  application  of  the  adlual 
cautery,  a mode  of  practice,  which  I am  forry  to 
find  recommended  ftill  in  particular  cafes,  by  a 
man  of  fo  much  authority  and  refpect  as  ProfefTor 
Richter, 

From  the  hiftory,  then,  of  thefe  different  appli- 
cations which  I have  now  enumerated,  it  Hands 
an  undoubted  fad,  vouched  by  the  moft  refpect- 
able  authorities  at  different  periods  of  medical 
hiftory,  that  Cauftics  have  been  often  fuccefsful 
in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  both  in  its  occult  and 
ulcerated  Jlage,  It  remains,  therefore,  before 
leaving  the  fubjedt,  that  I fhould  endeavour  to 
eftablifli  what  particular  circumftances  are  effen- 
tial  to  their  fuccefs,  when  practitioners  fhall  deter- 
mine on  their  ufe. 

It  is  clear  that  no  Cauftic  can  adl  in  any  other 
way  than  by  the  deftruclion  of  the  part  to  which 
it  is  applied ; and,  in  order  to  be  fuccefsful,  it 
muff  reach  beyond  the  feat  of  the  difeafe.  It 

muft  ad  deep , and  not  Jimply  irritate , but  adually 
deftroy.  The  chief  difficulty,  therefore,  will  be 
in  determining  the  extent  of  the  diieafe.  In  ac- 
cidental  Cancer  it  is  true,  this  extent  may  be  ge- 
nerally determined  by  the  ftate  of  the  lymphatics 
leading  to  the  part  3 but  in  the  predifpofed , which 

is 


OF  CANCER. 


225 


is  the  mod  frequent,  this  criterion  will  not  apply. 
In  many  fchirrous  fwellings,  alfo,  from  an  acci- 
dental caufe,  often  the  whole  tumor  is  not  in  a 
fchirrous  date  ; the  application  then  will  be  fuc- 
cefsful,  and  has  been  fo,  even  if  applied  to  that 
part  which  has  not  taken  on  the  difeafed  or  fpe - 
cific  action. 

But  in  applying  a Cauftic  to  a real  Cancerous 
fwelling  or  fore,  by  not  taking  in  the  whole  part 
affected,  its  adtion  often  proves  but  an  added  irrita- 
tion for  extending  the  malady  ; and  hence  we  find 
the  neighbouring  lymphatics fwelled  after  it.  To  in- 
fure,  therefore,  with  certainty,  the  fuccefs  of  a 
Cauftic,  its  application  fhould  be  always  extended 
beyond  the  feat  of  the  dife^fe,  fo  as  to  feparate  it 
entirely , to  its  very  bottom , from  the  found  part ; 
and  this  part  only  fhould  receive  the  adtion  of  the 
remedy.  It  is  from  an  attention  to  this  circum- 
ftance,  I am  convinced,  that  the  practice  of  the  late 
Mr  Guy,  as  well  as  of  many  others,  acquired  cele- 
brity. In  the  ufe  of  Caujlics , the  nicety  feems  to  be, 
to  determine  that  their Jlrength  be  not  fo  great  as 
to  occafion  much  pain  and  inflammation,  and  yet 
fufficient  to  remove  the  difeafed  part;  a point 
which  is  only  to  be  gained  by  experience,  from 
the  frequent  application  of  fuch  remedies,  fo  as 
to  give  the  practitioner  a decijion  in  their  ufe ; 
we  find  fome  of  the  firft  Cauftic  practitioners, 
in  fome  cafes,  err  in  this  refpedt,  where  parti- 
cular irritability  of  conftitution  occurred  : And 
fo  very  attentive  feem  both  Mr  Guy  and  Dr 
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Martyn  to  have  been  to  this,  that  their  applica- 
tions, when  made  to  a found  part,  did  not  even 
break  the  ikin. 

The  practice  of  Mr  Guy  feems  to  have  been 
fomewhat  different  from  the  common  mode  of 
applying  C-auftics ; and  he  extended  their  opera- 
tion farther  than  what  mod  Caudic  practitioners 
have  ventured  to  attempt.  His  method,  in  glan- 
dular parts,  where,  with  mod  others,  they  have 
failed,  was  by  enucleation  of  the  tumor,  or  draw- 
ing it  out , as  he  termed  it.  This  was  applying  the 
Caudic  folely  to  the  contiguous  parts,  fo  as  to  fe- 
parate  their  adhefions,  and  not  extending  its  adion 
to  the  tumor  at  all.  This  was  tried  in  one  cafe  by 
Mr  Judamond,  but  not  with  the  ready  effed  dif- 
played  by  Mr  Guy. 

On  the  fame  plan  with  him,  we  find  a French 
praditioner,  in  the  ufe  of  the  Arfenic,  Chapius, 
dired  the  fwelling  to  be  furrounded  with  a fort  of 
Arfenical  Ligature , fo  as  to  turn  it  out  entirely. 

During  the  time,  alfo,  that  their  Caudics  w7ere 
employed,  the  mod  fuccefsful  of  thefe  pradition- 
ers  confined  their  patients  very  much  to  a parti- 
cular regimen  ; and  the  ufe  of  mucilaginous  liquids , 
as  the  Lint-feed  Tea,  &c.  W'as  recommended  in 
confiderable  quantity. 

Such  is  my  opinion  of  Cauflics,  the  JirJl  fpecies 
of  Local  treatment  of  this  difeafe,  a remedy,  at 
times  fuccefsful,  but  always  precarious,  and  requir- 
ing more  judgment  and  experience  for  its  ufe,  than 
falls  to  the  fliare  of  mod  praditioners ; always  mif- 
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c-hievous  in  its  effects,  where  injudicioufly  em- 
ployed, as  I have  too  often  witneffed,  by  extend- 
ing the  progrefs  of  the  malady ; and  it  is  never  to 
be  traded,  wherever  a predifpofition  prevails  in 
the  habit,  the  cafe  which  mod  frequently  occurs. 

Extirpation. 

Leaving  it  then  as  an  ineffectual  mode  of  treat- 
ment, I proceed  to  examine  the  next,  which  has 
been  preferred  by  mod  furgeons,  viz.  extirpation. 

If  extirpation , however,  was  fo  frequently  fuc- 
cefsful,  as  is  alledged,  there  could  not  a doubt 
remain  of  the  preference  it  would  deferve  ; but 
experience,  I am  afraid,  thews  us  too  much  the 
reverfe  of  this ; and  lince  the  certainty  of  its  fuc- 
cefs  by  no  means  counter-balances  the  pain  and 
danger  which  mud  unavoidably  refult  from  it, 
it  becomes  proper  to  confider,  before  we  have  re- 
courfe  to  fuch  a meafure,  in  what  particular 
circumdances  we  may  trud  to  its  fuccefs.  This 
quedion  has  been  often  treated  by  practition- 
ers ; and  the  fird  authorities,  in  phylic,  are 
found  on  both  tides.  The  chief  evidence  ad- 
duced in  favour  of  extirpation , is  the  cafes  of 
the  late  Mr  Hill,  furgeon  at  Dumfries,  which, 
though  to  be  regarded  as  fo  many  folitary  fads,  in 
oppodtion  to  many  of  the  fird  names  in  medicine, 
have  been  cherilhed  by  mod  modern  operators, 
with  an  avidity,  that  only  prejudice,  and  the  in- 
curable nature  of  the  malady  can  account  for. 

F f % Out 


228 


OF  CANCER. 


Out  of  eighty-eight  cafes  on  which  the  operation 
was  performed  by  this  gentleman,  nolefsthanfixty- 
three,  he  informs  us,  received  a complete  cure, 
and  died  at  laft,  without  any  return  of  the  dis- 
order, moil  of  them  at  an  advanced  age.  The 
proportion  of  fuccefs  here,  fo  far  exceeds  what 
has  ufually  fallen  to  the  ffiare  of  other  pradition- 
ers,  even  the  molt  dextrous,  that  though  I do 
not  mean  to  call  in  queftion  the  veracity  of  the 
account,  I may  with  fome  confidence  affirm,  that; 
this  fuccefs  is  not  to  be  depended  on  as  a conftant 
or  general  rule ; and  that  the  praditioner  who. 
expeds  a fimilarly  happy  termination,  w ill,  for  the 
moil  part,  be  ’woefully  difappointed ; although 
every  allowance  be  made,  both  for  the  fuperior 
dexterity  of  modern  furgeons,  and  their  nice  ma- 
nagement of  the  after-treatment.  That  fchirrus 
is  frequently  in  its  incipient  ftate  a local  difeafe, 
I have  already  ffiewn  in  the  divifion  of  the  differ- 
ent fpecies  of  Cancer,  but  that  it  is  always , or 
even  for  the  molt  part  fo,  I can  by  no  means  ad- 
mit. Hence  Mr  Hill’s  opinion  proceeds  evident- 
ly on  a falfe  idea.  Were,  indeed,  the  poifon  in- 
. troduced  from  without,  there  could  not  remain  a 
doubt  of  the  juftice  of  his  fentiments,  but  when 
the  reverfe  of  this  is  apparent,  is  it  not  natural  to; 
fuppofe,  that  the  fame  ftate  of  the  general  habit., 
which  gave  rife  to  the  local  affettion,  will  conti- 
nue its  effeds  on  the  contiguous  parts  after  it  is 
removed ; and  do  we  not  find  it  every  day  the 
cafe  ? It  has,  unluckily,  been  the  wiffi  of  moft 
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furgeons  to  fupport  Mr  Hill’s  opinion,  and  we 
find,  in  one  of  the  lateft  and  mofl  popular  publi- 
cations, this  dodrine  ftrongly  inculcated  by  one 
to  whofe  judgment  I would  wifh  to  pay  refpedt, 
did  experience  in  this  inftance  authorife  it.  Mr 
Bell*  placing  the  account  of  Mr  Hill  in  oppoli- 
tion  to  that  of  the  late  Dr  Monro,  and  many  of 
the  firft  writers,  endeavours  to  invalidate  the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  latter,  by  many  probable  arguments : 
Thefe  cannot,  I fhould  imagine,  have  their  weight 
with  any  one  who  has  carefully  infpecfted  the  re- 
cords of  any  hofpital  where  the  operation  for  this 
difeafe  is  frequent ; for  there  we  meet  with 
cafes  in  all  ftages  of  its  progrefs,  as  w7ell  as  in 
its  lajl  and  deplorable  Hate,  the  circumftance 
upon  which  Mr  Bell  lays  the  great  ftrefs  of 
his  reafoning,  Mr  Hill’s  cafes,  when  critically 
examined,  are  highly  inconclufive.  The  greater 
number  of  them,  from  his  own  detail,  are  inftan- 
pes  of  the  Cancerous  ulcer,  or  a Phagadenic  fore, 
which  we  know  is  frequently  healed,  independent 
of  any  operation,  often  by  nature  alone ; fo  that 
the  fame  argument  ufed  againft  Storck,  in  his 
account  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  Hemlock , will  apply 
to  Mr  Hill’s  cafes.  A fondnefs  for  operating,  per- 
haps led  him  to  employ  the  knife  in  manyinftances 
where  it  was  unnecefiary.  The  true  kind  of  Can- 
cer, which  fhould  be  the  teft  of  any  mode  of  prac- 
tice, is  its  having  affected  a glandular  part , or  a 

^ Vide  Bell  on  Ulcers,  page  303  ; and  Syflem  of  Surgery, 
vpl.  2d,  page  434,  See. 
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part  of  a complex  ftruclure,  as  the  female  bread, 
and  male  tefticle  ; and  it  is  alone  from  its  fuccefs 
here,  that  the  fuperiority  of  extirpation,  or  any 
other  mode  of  cure,  is  to  be  judged  of.  Laying 
afide,  then,  the  hofpital-pradtice  entirely,  we  are 
informed,  by  a practitioner  of  fome  eminence  in 
London,  in  one  of  the  lateit  publications  on  the 
fubject,  that  having  attended  particularly  to  all 
the  cafes  of  extirpation  for  the  lad  thirty  years  in 
that  metropolis,  under  the  moil  eminent  furgeons, 
the  refult  of  his  obfervations  has  been,  that  in  ge- 
nuine Cancer  of  the  bread,  it  has  very  generally 
failed  ; even  the  mod  favourable  cafes  being  only 
a temporary  alleviation.  In  order  to  be  fuccefs- 
ful,  however,  in  fuch  cafes,  it  is  contended,  that  ex- 
tirpation mud  be  performed  at  an  early  period  of  the 
difeafe,  before  two  circumdances  occur,  viz.  either 
the  affection  of  neighbouring  lymphatics , or  the  ad- 
hefon  of  the  difeafed  part  to  contiguous  mufcles. 

From  the  hidory  of  the  difeafe,  however,  al- 
ready delivered  in  the  fil'd  part  of  this  work,  it 
will  appear, 

1.  That  there  is  the  greated  difficulty  in  ascer- 
taining, at  an  early  period , whether  the  difeafe 
confids  in  fimple  obftrudion , or  real Jchirrus  ; that 
remedies,  therefore,  to  have  efieid,  fiiould  be  per- 
fided  in ; and  that  we  fiiould  by  no  means  be  rafii 
in  having  recourfe  to  an  operation,  when  there 
may  be  a chance  of  its  being  unnecefiary. 

1.  Wherever  the  difeafe  is  making  rapid  pro- 
grefs,  the  great  rcafon  urged  for  an  operation, 
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there  is  always  the  highefc  clanger  of  its  being 
unfuccefsful,  that  is,  of  the  difeafe  being  conftitu- 
tional ; and  then  its  extent,  mud  be  either  un- 
known to  the  operator,  or  cannot  be  traced  by  him. 
Hence  Mr  Pearfon’s  reafoning  on  this  point,  laying 
afide  the  conftitutional  taint  altogether,  isperfedtly 
juft,  when  he  contends,  that  “ when  the  breaft,  for 
example,  is  affecled  by  Cancer,  diftant  parts  of  that 
gland  may  become  the  feat  of  the  morbid  alteration 
about  the  fame  period.  Thefe  feveral  difeafed 
portions  may  not  advance  with  equal  celerity  ; 
but  while  one  portion  has  acquired  a confiderable 
bulk,  the  other  altered  parts  may  be  fcarcely  ob- 
jedts  of  attention.  Under  fuch  circumftances, 
the  more  obvioufly  morbid  parts  may  be  remov- 
ed, but  the  difeafe  being  only  in  progreffion,  no 
man  can  be  certain,  without  removing  the  whole 
breaft,  that  he  has  not  left  fome  fibres.  If,  how- 
ever, the  difeafe  ftrall  continue,  without  increafing 
during  feveral  years,  one  may,  in  general,  con- 
clude, that  its  boundaries  are  more  accurately  de- 
fined.” If  this  reafoning  then  is  juft,  which  ex- 
perience every  day  fandtions,  the  dodtrine  of  Mr 
Bell  muft  be  highly  exceptionable  in  wiftiing  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  operation  in  the  earlieft  ftage 
of  the  malady.  It  is  only,  I conceive,  when  it 
lhews  evident  marks  of  being  ftationary,  that  there 
is  even  a probable  fecurity  by  the  operation. 

This  reafoning  will  alfo  be  particularly  applicable 
wdiere  the  difeafe  occurs  at  a fome  what  earlier 
period  of  life,  before  the  conftitutional  changes,  as 
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we  formerly  obferved,  which  enfue  on  the  cellar 
tion  of  the  menftrual  difcharge  in  women,  are 
fully  eftabliffied  for  any  precipitation  j to  have 
recourfe  then,  to  an  operation,  mull  argue  an 
extreme  ignorance,  not  to  fay  worfe,  in  any  prac- 
titioner. 

Even  the  utility  to  mankind,  of  confidering  Can- 
cerasa  local  affedion*  maybe  alfo  very  much  called 
in  queftion.  It  gives  a prejudice  in  favour  of  ope- 
rating, and  thus  withdraws  the  attention  of  pradi-. 
tioners  from  the  inveftigation  of  the  fubjed,  and 
blunts  the  ardour  for  finding  out  a remedy,  which 
lhould  be  their  great  objed  ; for,  as  Dr  Rufii  well 
obferves,  to  pronounce  a difeafe,  in  its  nature  in- 
curable, is  too  often  to  render  it  fo. 

But,  in  addition  to  the  real  inefficacy  of  the 
operation  again!!  a return  of  the  difeafe,  another 
argument  has  been  employed  by  many  pradi- 
tioners,  viz.  that  its  recurrence,  in  fuch  cafes  of 
relapfe,  is  attended  with  an  increafed  agony  and 
pain.  Whether  this  is  really  the  cafej  will,  per- 
haps, be  difficult  to  eftablilh ; but  it  is  clear,  as 
the  difeafe  is  effentially  conneded  with  a debili- 
tated ftate  of  the  fyftem,  the  operation,  and  its 
confequences,  muft  certainly  confiderably  in- 
creafe  this  already  predominent  ftate  of  weaknefs. 

1 have  thus  offered  my  opinion  at  fome  length 
again!!  extirpation.  But,  in  fpite  of  whatever 
may  be  advanced  again!!  it,  fince  with  moft  fur- 
geons  it  will  ftill  remain  a preferable  mode  of 
procedure,  I ftiall  examine,  next,  the  particular 
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etifes  to  which  it  is  applicable,  and  the  moft  ap- 
proved method  of  performing  it ; which  will  even 
tend  to  point  out  its  very  circumfcribed  operation 
as  a general  remedy  againd  this  difeafe. 

i.  Operation  for  the  Breast. 

It  is  agreed  by  all  furgeons,  that  a proper  ex- 
tirpable  Mammary  Cancer,  muft  be  loofe,  not  too 
extenfive  in  its  feat,  and  not  having  fpread  its  in- 
fluence very  much  to  neighbouring  glands ; yet, 
even  the  fwelling  of  a gland  or  two  in  the  arm- 
pit,  (or  axilla,)  it  is  obferved,  fhould  not  abfolute- 
3y  deter  from  the  operation,  as  fucli  a fwelling 
has  been  known  to  fubfide  after  the  removal  of  the 
difeafed  bread.  To  afcertain  what  connexions 
the  difeafe  may  have  formed  with  contiguous 
mufcles,  we  make  trial  of  the  different  motions 
which  thefe  mufcles  are  accuffomed  to  perform. 
In  its  adhefion  to  the  peXoral  mufcle  folely,  the 
connexion  is  flight ; but  where  it  is  conneXed  to 
the  intercoftal  mufcles,  or  pleura,  the  union  is 
much  flronger.  In  the  adhefion  to  the  peXoral 
mufcle,  the  motion  of  the  bread  is  little  affeXed, 
and  this  adhefion  is  only  to  be  ai’certained  by  mov- 
ing it  backwards  and  forwards,  in  a direXion  paral- 
lel to  the  fibres  of  this  mufcle,  or  from  the  top  of 
the  fnoulder  towards  the  under  and  middle  part  of 
the  dernum.  The  writer,  whofe  opinion  deferves 
mod  attention  on  this  fubjeX,  is  the  celebrated 
M.  Le  Cat,  and  he  has  certainly  carried  his  ideas 
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of  the  extirpable  nature  of  Mammary  Cancer,  far- 
ther than  will  be  admitted  by  moft  operators, 
however  fanguine  in  its  favour.  Even  the  llrong 
adhelion  of  the  drfeafe  to  a neighbouring  part  is, 
with  him,  no  objection,  as  he  gives  us  inllances  of 
his  having  removed  part  of  the  pectoral  mufcle, 
and  of  the  cure  having  been  fiiccefsful. 

Having  determined  on  the  propriety  of  the 
operation,  and  fixed  upon  the  time  of  performing 
it,  which,  in  a young  patient,  fliould  be  at  a period 
as  remote  as  poffible  from  the  expected  return  of 
the  menfirual  difcharge,  the  removal  of  the  dif- 
eafe  is  to  be  conducted  in  the  following  manner. 

The  patient  may  be  either  laid  on  a table,  or 
feated  in  a chair.  The  former  of  thefe  pofitions, 
though,  perhaps,  more  convenient,  both  for  the 
patient  and  operator,  has  the  diiadvantage  of  be- 
ing rather  formidable  in  its  appearance,  and  will 
on  that  account,  be  generally  objected  to.  The 
chair  then  being  adopted,  an  affiltant  Hands  be- 
hind, with  one  arm  over  each  fhoulder  of  the  pa- 
tient, to  Itretch  the  Ikin,  and  obferve  the  fituation 
of  the  vefiels  in  the  operation.  The  furgeon 
places  himfelf  on  a feat  before,  and  begins  his  in- 
cifion  with  a common  fcalpel,  from  the  top  to.  the 
bottom  of  the  fvvelling,  if  the  bread  only  is  afiedt- 
ed,  but,  in  bringing  it  down,  he  avoids  the  fitua- 
tion of  the  nipple,  by  palling,  at  lealt,  an  inch  to 
one  fide.  The  teguments  are  then  to  be  care- 
fully diifedted  back  from  the  fvvelling,  and  when 
finilhed,  to  be  held  afide  by  the  affiltant.  The 
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glandular  part,  or  feat  of  the  difeafe,  is  next  to  be 
feparated  from  its  connections,  and  while  it  is  exe- 
cuting, the  arm  of  that  fide  fhould  be  fomewhat 
raifed,  fo  as  to  avoid  interfering  with  the  pectoral 
mufcle,  provided  there  is  no  adhefion;  but  if  there 
is,  then  the  pedtoral  mufcle  muft  not  be  fpared. 

On  the  removal  of  the  bread,  a minute  infpec- 
tion  of  the  extent  of  the  difeafe  is  to  be  made, 
that  no  remains  of  it  may  be  left ; and  on  this 
account  the  operation  fhould  detach  the  whole 
glandular  part,  and  no  partial  extirpation  ever  be 
permitted. 

A partial  extirpation,  however,  is  an  argument 
often  urged  by  furgeons  with  their  patients,  to 
bring  them  to  confent  to  an  early  operation  ; but 
from  the  bed  pradice  it  appears  not  to  be  founded 
on  expediency.  This  being  the  cafe,  the  dronged 
reafon  for  an  early  removal  of  the  part,  fo  dre- 
nuoufly  urged  by  Mr  Bell,  falls  to  the  ground. 

The  extirpation  being  thus  finifhed,  the  blood 
vefiels  require  to  be  fecured;  for  this  end,  the  fur- 
face  of  the  wound  fhould  be  attentively  wiped  with 
a fponge  to  difcover  them,  and  even  the  fmalled 
that  prefent,  fhould  be  tied  ; for  if  not  complete- 
ly done,  nothing  is  more  common  than  to  be  alarm- 
ed with  a bleeding,  fome  hours  after  the  operation, 
or  as  foon  as  any  motion  of  the  ribs  takes  place  : 
This  occafions  removing  the  dreffings,  which,  if 
not  hazardous,  is  always  inconvenient  and  trouble  - 
fome.  Even  a hemorrhage  has  been  known  to  take 
place  without  any  external  appearance,  and  has 
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proved  nearly  fatal,  which  renders  this  extreme 
precaution,  with  regard  to  the  veiTels,  the  more 
necclfary. 

The  remaining  dep  is  to  bring  the  divided  te- 
guments into  contact,  and  fecure  them.  ' For  this 
purpofe,  two  or  three  ligatures  fhould  be  paffed 
at  convenient  diflances,  obferving  only  that  the 
ends  of  the  threads  on  the  veffels  be  allowed  to 
hang  out  externally.  To  promote  adhefion  Hill 
more,  a moderate  preffure  is  to  be  made  with  the 
bandage,  viz,,  the  napkin  and  fcapulary,  ftrft  dreff- 
ing  the  wound  with  fome  emollient  liniment,  and 
applying  a comprefs  to  moderate  the  preffure  of 
the  bandage. 

Though  directed  in  this  manner,  in  the  gene- 
rality of  cafes,  yet  this  operation,  like  molt  others, 
mult  vary  fomewhat  in  the  mode  of  performing 
it,  according  to  the  morbid  circumftances.  Thus, 
inftead  of  the  external  incilion  recommended, 
where  part  of  the  fkin  of  the  bread  is  difeafed, 
the  form  of  it  mull  be  made  fo  as  to  include  the 
difeafed  portion,  and  may  be  circular,  oblong,  £tc, 
as  the  judgment  of  the  operator  fliall  direfl. 

But  in  all  cafes,  the  faving  as  much  Hein-  as 
poffible,  fhould  be  laid  down  as  an  indifpenl- 
able  rule,  both  as  tending  to  facilitate  the  procef3 
of  healing  ; and  alfo  as  preventing  that  expofure 
to  the  effects  of  external  irritation,  which  a tender 
new  fkin  is  more  fubjedted  to  ; and  which  may  oc- 
cafion  a return  of  the  difeafe. 

When  the  glands  of  the  arm-pit,  or  clavicle, 
are  alfo  difeafed,  as  well  as  thofc  of  the  bread,  be- 
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Tides  the  incifion  in  the  latter,  another  incilion 
mud  be  directed  from  it  into  them,  fo  as  to  de- 
tach them  completely  from  their  place,  if  it  can 
be  effected  with  fafety,  of  which  the  practitioner 
mud  judge. 

The  treatment  of  the  fore  fliould  be  as  nearly 
as  poffible  that  of  a fimple  wound,  and  the  liga- 
tures on  the  vefiels  generally  fall  off  in  four  or  five 
days.  The  great  point  is  to  heal  by  the  fir  ft 
intention,  and  prevent  the  formation  of  matter. 

•2.  Operation  for  the  Testicle. 

After  the  bread,  I am  next  to  confider  the 
mode  of  performing  the  operation  of  Cancer  in 
the  Tefticle.  The  fymptom  which  determines  the 
propriety  of  it  here,  is  the  fpermatic  cord  appear- 
ing free  from  difeafe;  but  this  is  fomewhat  difficult 
to  be  diftinguifhed  where  a fluid  is  interpofed, 
or  when  hydrocele  tabes  place,  and  extends  to  the 
cord.  It  will,  therefore,  be  proper  in  every  cafe 
where  a doubt  appears,  thatouropinion,on  the  pro- 
priety of  operating,  be  deferred  till  the  fluid  is  dif- 
•charged,  and  the  date  of  the  tedicle,  as  well  as 
the  cord,  can  be  accurately  examined.  Whoever 
confults  Mr  Pott’s  cafes  on  this  fubjedl,  will  fee 
the  neceffity  for  this ; and  the  ufual  marks  of  the 
progrefs  of  Cancer  in  other  parts  will  equally 
determine  our  opinion  here. 

On  having  afcertained,  then,  the  date  of  the 
cord,  by  a previous  evacuation  of  the  fluid,  and 
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found  it  free  from  difeafe,  the  operation  is  then 
to  be  performed.  The  patient  is  laid  on  a table, 
or  bed,  on  his  back,  with  his  legs  hanging  down, 
and  held  afide  by  two  affiflants  ; having  Readi- 
ed the  tumor  with  his  hand,  an  incilion  is  then  to 
be  carried  by  the  operator  through  the  teguments 
and  cellular  fubftance,  for  its  whole  extent;  when 
the  tefticle  and  cord  come  into  view,  and  the  in- 
cilion  is  to  be  made  from  a little  above  where  it 
is  intended,  the  cord  fhould  be  divided.  Round 
the  latter,  a ligature  is  then  to  be  put  and  drawn 
as  tight  as  poffible,  fo  as  both  to  prevent  the  dan- 
ger of  hemorrhage,  and  to  deftroy  quickly  the 
vitality  of  the  part ; and,  in  order  to  pafs  the  li- 
gature eafily,  the  cord  fhould  be  raifed  up  by  the 
furgeon  from  the  parts  beneath,  before  attempt- 
ing it.  When  the  ligature  is  fixed,  the  cord  may 
be  then  divided  about  two  inches  below  it,  and 
by  pufhing  the  finger  behind  the  cord  and  tefcicle, 
the  latter  may  be  turned  out  of  its  feat,  being 
eafily  feparated  from  the  thin  flieath  with  a fcalpel. 

Any  veffels  of  the  fcrotum  that  prefent,  which 
are  often  pretty  numerous  in  this  difeafe,  and 
much  enlarged,  may  then  be  taken  up,  and  this 
fmifhes  the  operation.  The  fame  attention  is 
to  be  paid  here  to  the  faving  of  the  fkin,  as  in  the 
operation  for  Mammary  Cancer.  But  if  part  of 
it  is  difeafed  and  indurated,  or  forms  flrong 
adhefions  to  the  teflicle,  it  may  be  removed 
with  lefs  difadvantage  to  the  after  healing,  than 
in  the  breaft,  from  its  loofenefs  and  flaccidity  ; 
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and  it  may  be  either  removed  by  itfelf,  or,  inftead 
of  this,  an  incifion  may  be  brought  down  on  each 
fide  of  it  during  the  operation,  fo  as  to  leave  it 
adhering  to  the  tefticle  when  the  latter  is  diffed- 
ed.  The  fides  of  the  teguments  are  then  to 
be  brought  into  contad,  either  by  flips  of  ad- 
hefive  plaifter,  or  elfe  by  ligatures,  as  in  the  for- 
mer operation,  if  there  is  much  retradion ; and 
the  fame  drefiings,  and  attention  to  moderate 
prefliire  are  enjoined,  to  facilitate  adheflon. 

3.  Amputation  of  Penis. 

Of  all  the  operations,  this  is  the  moil  direful  one 
that  can  be  propofed  to  a patient,  and  which  fnouid 
never  be  attempted  without  the  molt  inevitable 
neceflity.  The  fymptoms  by  which  we  judge  of 
its  fuccefs,  are  the  difeafe  not  having  fpread  with- 
in the  Symphyfis  pubis,  and  there  being  no  affec- 
tion of  the  inguinal  glands.  It  is  performed  by 
making  an  incifion  in  the  found  part  of  the  mem- 
ber, beycnd  the  difcoloured  hard  circle,  marking 
the  extent  of  the  difeafe.  Before  beginning  it, 
an  affifiant  fnouid  grafp  the  penis  below  the  fcro- 
tum,  and  pufh  it  forward  as  much  as  poflible,  re- 
taining it  in  that  pofition,  while  the  furgeon  draws 
forward  the  fkin  as  far  as  he  can,  and  fecures  it 
from  flipping,  by  pafling  a ligature  three  or  four 
times  round  it.  The  incifion  is  then  to  be  made, 
and  may  be  completed  at  one  or  two  ftrokes,  as 
the  operator  pleafes  : If  at  one,  which  is  prefer- 
able, 


240 


OF  CANCER. 


able,  he  drd  divides  the  Corpora  Cavernofa,  and 
then  hops,  till  the  blood  veffels,  which  are  often 
in  an  enlarged  date,  are  fee ure d by  ligatures, 
employing  the  tenaculum,  as  bed  fuitcd  for  this 
purnofe.  The  number  of  the  veffels  requiring  li- 
gature, will  feldom  exceed  three,  and  one  or  two 
in  the  teguments.  On  fecuring  the  ved’els,  he 
then  divides  the  urethra,  and  finifiies  the  opera- 
tion. It  will  feldom  be  neceffary  to  introduce  a 
canula  into  the  urethra,  if  the  operation  is  per- 
formed with  proper  attention  to  the  excidon  of 
the  external  fkin  ; and  even  if  the  orifice,  which  is 
feldom  the  cafe,  drould  tend  to  clofe,  the  ufe  of 
a bougie,  can  eadly  redore  it.  The  wound  is  to 
be  dreffed  in  the  ufual  manner,  requiring  no  parti- 
cular management,  and  the  tedicles  fliould  be 
fufpended  all  the  time  of  the  cure. 

4.  Extirpation  of  the  Lip. 

Ti-ie  lip,  the  lad  fituation  on  which  an  opera- 
tion is  performed,  does  not,  if  fmall,  require  that 
nice  diferimination  before  attempting  the  ope- 
ration, which  is  neceffary  in  the  others  I have 
deferibed,  as  we  have  nothing  to  fear  here  but  a 
flight  deformity  originating  from  it. 

If  the  difeafe  occupy  only  a part  of  the  lip,  the 
operation  for  the  harelip  is  to  be  employed,  and 
the  deps,  in  conducting  it,  are  dimply  as  follow : 

The  patient  is  to  be  placed  on  a low  chair,  or 
feat,  before  which  the  furgeon  takes  his  dand. 

He 
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He  then  grafps  the  lip  on  one  fide  of  the  dileafed 
portion,  betwixt  the  thumb  and  fore-finger  of  his 
left  hand,  while  an  afliftant  does  the  fame  a little 
farther  on,  which  enables  him  to  make  his  inci- 
fion  with  a common  fcalpel  the  whole  extent  of 
the  dileafe ; he  carries  it  downwards,  in  order  that, 
if  poffible,  on  a fimilar  incifion  being  made  on 
the  other  fide,  for  the  fame  extent,  the  two  may 
form  an  inverted  V.  Having  removed  the  difeaf- 
ed  part,  the  veflels  are  to  be  allowed  for  fome  time 
to  bleed  freely ; and  the  divided  edges  mult  be  exa- 
mined, fo  that  they  may  be  made  to  correfpond  ex- 
actly when  brought  into  contadl.  This  laft  part  of 
the  operation  is  effected  by  means  of  the  twijied  fu- 
ture. To  facilitate  this  part,  the  cheeks  fhould 
be  pulhed  forward  as  much  as  poffible,  and  re- 
tained in  this  Hate  by  the  affiftant.  In  palling 
the  pins,  the  under  one  is  to  be  firft  introduced,  at 
about  an  inch  from  the  edge  of  the  fore,  and  car- 
ried nearly  to  the  bottom ; another  is  to  be  infert- 
ed  about  the  middle,  and  a third  at  its  fuperior 
edge  : But  though  three  are  generally  fufficient, 
the  number  mull  be  determined  by  the  extent  of 
the  divifion.  In  paffing  the  ligature,  it  is  to  be 
begun  with  the  pin  firft  applied,  and  made  to  pafs 
three  or  four  turns  over  it,  fo  as  to  defcribe  a figure 
of  8,  and  then  continued  to  the  next  in  the  fame 
manner ; and  fo  on  fucceffively.  Over  the  whole,  a 
thick  plaifter  of  mucilage  is  to  be  applied,  and  no 
removal  of  the  future  is  to  take  place  till  a firm 
adhefion  of  the  fides  appears,  which  is  commonly 
H h formed 
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formed  in  fix  or  eight  days,  when  the  pins  are  to 
be  cautioufly  withdrawn. 

The  fuecefs  of  this  operation  will  depend  on 
two  circumfiances ; 1 /?,  the  neatnefs  with  which 
the  divided  edges  are  brought  into  contact ; and 
idly , their  degree  of  clofenefs,  which  fhould  never 
be  carried  fo  far  as  to  endanger  inflammation. 

For  this  operation,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  the 
fcifiars  are  equally  proper  as  the  fcalpel. 

But  when,  inftead  of  a part,  the  difeafe  occu- 
pies the  whole  lip,  this  operation  cannot  be  em- 
ployed, and  ftill  lefs  fo  when  it  extends  to  the 
cheek.  In  fuch  cafes,  all  that  can  be  done,  is  to 
remove  the  difeafed  parts,  if  pradicable,  and  treat 
the  part  afterwards  as  a recent  wound,  firlt  re- 
llraining  the  hemorrhage,  if  neceflary,  by  liga- 
tures. 

Before  doling  this  part  of  the  fubject,  it  re- 
mains to  take  notice,  that  a common  practice  has 
prevailed  after  fuch  operations,  of  forming  an 
IJfue,  either  in  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  or  fome  con- 
tiguous part.  From  confidering  the  hiflory  of 
Cancer,  as  a difeafe  connected  with  the  obftruc- 
tion  of  fome  difeharge,  this  attempt  was  certainly 
natural.  But  experience  leads  us,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  afiert,  1 Jl,  that  after  the  difeafe  is  once 
formed,  the  reltoring  any  local  difeharge  what- 
ever, has  little  efted  on  the  morbid  ltate;  and  idlyy 
the  irritation  from  the  difeafe  will  always  be  fu- 
perior  to  that  which  can  be  produced  by  an  ilfue. 
Hence  its  good  effects  will  be  confined  to  thofe 
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cafes  of  the  difeafe  which  are  ft ridly  local,  and 
which  affect  other  parts  than  a glandular  ftrudure. 
In  the  cafe  of  predifpofed  Cancer,  it  mull  only 
do  harm  by  weakening  the  fyftem,  which  has  al- 
ready  iuffered  under  the  ravages  of  the  malady. 


2.  PALLIATIVE. 

I have  thus  examined,  at  feme  length,  the  Lo- 
cal treatment  of  Cancer,  with  a Radical  inten- 
tion ; but  it  remains  ftifl  to  take  notice  of  the 
fteps  that  have  been  purfued,  either  where  this 
Radical  treatment  has  not  been  attempted,  or 
elfe  has  proved  abortive,  which  is  too  often  the 
cafe  in  conduding  its  management,  Jimply  on 
the  principle  of  Palliation. 

For  this  purpofe.  the  means  have  been  equally 
numerous,  as  the  remedies  for  its  real  cure  ; and 
Pharmacy  has  been  exhaufted,  to  find  out  applica- 
tions that  would  either  fop  the  progrefs  of  the  ma- 
lady■,  or  correct  the  fcetor  attending  its  laft  ftage. 

In  the  firfc  period  of  the  difeafe,  that  is,  again!! 
the  progrefs  of  the  induration , the  chief  applica- 
tions had  recourfe  to,  have  been  Difcutient  Plaif- 
ters  and  Solutions , as  the  fvmple  Gum  Plaijier , Mer- 
curial Plaifler , Gum  Ammoniac  Plaifer,  Hemlock 
Plaijier , Deadly  Night  Shade  Plaifler , Henbane 
PI  after,  L-c. ; or  the  Solution  of  Lead,  of  Sal  Am- 
moniac, of  Mindererus  Spirit,  &c.  The  former 
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feem  to  adf,  by  preferving  the  teguments  in  a 
ftate  of  relaxation ; the  latter  by  hardening 
them  fomewhat,  or  rendering  them  infenfible  to 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafed  action  ; and  both  have 
been  occafionally  found  ufejul  palliatives  in  dif- 
ferent cafes. 

But  the  ftage  of  ulceration , as  being  the  moll 
troublefome,  has  demanded  a greater  fhare  of  at- 
tention, and  the  fame,  as  well  as  different  other 
remedies,  have  been  applied  in  it,  chiefly  in  the 
form  of  Cataplafm  Ointment  or  Solution. 

To  the  firjl  of  thefe  forms,  or  the  Cataplafm , it 
may  be  objected,  that  from  its  heat  it  increafes 
the  foetor,  foftens  the  parts,  and  encourages  the 
fpreading  of  ulceration. 

On  the  fecond,  or  the  ointment,  I may  remark,  that 
it  is  a common  obfervation  of  all  pradfical  writers 
on  this  difeafe,  that  undluous  dreflings  of  every 
kind  are  to  be  ftrictly  avoided,  however  mild  and 
inoffenfive  in  their  nature  ; for  the  inflammation 
here  being  evidently  of  the  Eri/ipelatous  kind, 
they  both  difagree  with  the  furrounding  fkin, 
and  prove  alfo  irritating  to  the  furface  of  the  fore. 
This  was  a fact  well  known,  even  to  the  ancients, 
though  they  explained  it  in  a different  way. 

The  Solution , or  Watery  Dreffmg , is  the  lead  ex- 
ceptionable form  ; but,  from  its  frequent  renewal, 
it  is  inconvenient  in  its  application.  Hence,  the 
bell  form  is,  perhaps,  that  of  a dry  powder , pro- 
vided it  can  be  rendered  mild,  and  without  irri- 
tation. 


With 
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With  thefe  preliminary  remarks,  I fhall  now 
examine  the  moftufeful  applications  to  the  ulcerat- 
ed Cancer,  of  a Palliative  nature,  without  any  re- 
gard to  their  form,  or  attention  to  methodical  a- 
rangement. 

The  firft  that  claim  our  notice,  are Jtmple  emol- 
lient cataplafms,  as  of  Lint-feed , roots  of  Briony , 
Wild  Cucumber , &c.  Next,  thofe  of  the  Narco- 
fic  tribe , as  the  Hemlock  and  Deadly  Night  Shade ; 
The  Cataplafm  is  made  from  their  leaves  or  roots 
boiled  in  milk,  and  to  this  a little  of  the  Salt  of 
Lead  has  been  occasionally  added,  with  evident 
good  effects  in  afiuaging  the  pain,  and  correcting 
the  difcharge.  The  external  ufe  of  thefe  Narco- 
tic remedies,  is  even  older  than  their  internal  ex- 
hibition. 

Opium  alfo,  in  various  forms,  has  been  topically 
applied,  and  it  is  alledged,  at  times,  with  even 
more  effeCt  than  as  a fimple  palliative  remedy. 

Another  application,  with  a view  chiefly  to  the 
correcting  the  difcharge,  has  been  the  Carrot 
Poultice.  This  application  was  firft  introduced, 
or  rather  revived  by  Mr  Gibfon,  furgeon  at  New- 
caftle,  and  it  certainly  tends  much  to  correCt  the 
fetor  attending  the  laft  ftage  of  the  difeafe.  Since 
that  time  it  has  been  very  generally  ufed  ; but 
this  may  be  confidered  as  the  full  extent  of  its 
powers,  which  have  often  alfo  but  a temporary 
effeCt,  and  may  be  afcribed  entirely  to  the  vege- 
table acid  prefent  in  it.  The  fame  may  be  faid 
of  the  Potatoe -poultice. 


With 
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With  a fimilar  view  has  been  introduced 
here,  the  ufe  of  Carbonic  Acid , (or  fixed  air)  ; 
and  we  fliall  enter  into  a fhort  hiflory  of  its  ap- 
plication. Its  introduction  into  medicine,  as  a 
cure  for  feveral  difeafes,  was  fuggefted  by  Dr  Dob- 
fon,  and  afterwards  by  Dr  Percival ; by  them  it 
was  applied  to  certain  bad  ulcers,  fome  of  which 
it  cured.  Proceeding  on  the  idea  of  Cancer  hav- 
ing a putrid  tendency,  it  was,  before  that  period, 
llrongly  recommended  by  Dr  Perhyle,  a French 
writer,  who  did  not  confine  his  views  to  its  ex- 
ternal application  alone.  In  Cancer,  befides  the 
trials  of  Drs  Dobfon  and  Percival,  it  was  particu- 
larly applied,  in  the  ffage  of  ulceration,  by  Mr  Juf- 
tamond,  who  endeavoured  to  form  a juft  opinion  of 
its  powers.  In  all  the  cafes  of  this  author,  as  well 
as  feveral  others  which  it  is  needlefs  to  particula- 
rize, its  only  eftedt  was  to  produce  a cleannefs  of  fur- 
face,  which  was  by  no  means  permanent.  Of  late, 
it  has  been  attempted  to  improve  on  the  trials  of 
preceding  authors,  by  ufing  it  in  a more  permanent 
manner,  and  folely  in  the  elaflic  form,  divefted 
of  its  admixture  with  other  matter,  as  in  the 
fermenting  cataplafm,  &- c.  Dr  Ewart  of  Bath  has 
the  merit  of  this  alteration,  which  fuggefted  itfeif 
to  him  from  Dr  Bedoes’  plan  of  pneumatic  medi- 
cine : In  two  cafes  in  which  he  applied  it,  one, 
he  informs  us,  was  cured,  the  other  much  relieved: 
If  any  fervice  is  to  be  derived  from  this  remedy, 

I have  no  hefitation  in  laying  that  this  is  certain- 
ly 
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ly  the  form  in  which  it  promifes  mofc  advan- 
tage. 

But  I would  by  no  means  confine  tliefe  good 
effects  to  the  Carbonic  acid  alone.  The  fame  may 
be  expedited  from  all  the  milder  acids  ufed  in  the 
fame  form.  But,  on  this  plan,  I have,  at  the  fame 
time  to  remark,  that  whoever  repeats  Dr  Ewart’s 
experiment,  will  find  it  highly  inconvenient  in 
its  application  in  private  practice;  and  next,  every 
practitioner  knows,  that  the  ulceration  of  Cancer 
maybe  occafionally  healed  without  the  removal  of 
the  fchirrous  fiate.  From  Dr  Ewart’s  own  account 
of  the  thickening  of  parts  remaining,  I fhould  be 
doubtful  of  the  permanence  of  the  cure  ; and  we 
may,  perhaps,  apply  to  it  Mr  Juftamond’s  remark 
on  his  cure  of  the  ulceration  of  a Cancer  by  Arfenic, 
without  removing  the  fchirrus,  that  he  had  cured 
every  thing  but  the  difeafe.  But  Dr  Ewart  has 
much  merit  in  pointing  out  this  new  form  of  ap- 
plying a ufeful  remedy,  and  I hope  future  expe- 
rience will  confirm  its  farther  efficacy. 

The  preparations  of  Lead  have  been  reckoned 
alfo  highly  ufeful  as  fedatives  in  this  difeafe. 
Goulard  praifes  his  Extract  equally  in  it,  as  in 
molt  other  external  maladies.  Notford's  ointment , 
though  rather  a Cauftic  application,  contains,  at 
the  fame  time,  a proportion  of  this  mineral. 
The  Cerufs  Ointment  is  confidered  by  Marchet- 
ti,  as  fpecific  in  Cancer  of  the  nofe.  The  Un gent um 
Nut r it um  is  recommended  here  by  Van  Swei- 
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ten  ; and  a liniment  of  Turpentine  and  Litharge  of 
Vinegar , by  Gefner. 

A Solution  of  Cauflic  alkali , has,  by  fome  authors, 
been  brought  into  practice  in  the  ulcerated  ftage 
of  this  malady,  if  not  too  ftrong;  that  it  may  pro- 
duce an  apparent  cleannefs  of  fore,  I have  no 
doubt,  but  I am  equally  clear  it  can  pofiefs  no 
permanent  effect  over  the  poifon.  Indeed,  the 
natural  effedl  of  this,  and  all  fuch  remedies,  if  at- 
tended with  any  ftrong  ftimulant  action,  muft  be 
to  bring  the  folid  fooner  into  the  ftate  of  ulcera- 
tion, and  of  courfe  extend  the  progrefs  of  the  ma- 
lady. 

The  fame  obfervation  will  apply  to  the  Solution 
of  the  Marine  Acid , ufed  by  Van  Sweiten  ; and 
likewife  to  that  of  the  Oxygenated  Muriatic  Acid , 
employed  by  Dr  Adair  Crawford,  and  formerly 
taken  notice  of. 

Againft  this  difeafe,  even  the  Gaflric  juice  of 
animals  has  been  had  recourfe  to  as  a topical  re- 
medy, at  firft,  under  the  flattering  idea  of  a fpe- 
cific,  but  found,  on  experiment,  to  pofiefs  only 
palliative  powers.  It  is  evidently  a fluid  of  a pe- 
culiar nature,  and  being  one  of  the  moft  adlive  in 
the  animal  oeconomy,  it  was  naturally  fuppofed 
that  it  would  pofiefs  uncommon  efficacy  here. 
But  its  influence  appeared,  on  trial,  merely  pal- 
liative. It  checked  the  foetor  of  the  difcharge, 
and  gave  a cleannefs  and  apparent  granulation 
to  the  fore ; but  the  latter  fhewed  no  difpofition 
to  cicatrize.  Hence,  it  may  be  faid  to  have  done 
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every  thing  but.  cure  the  difeafe.  The  Gajlric 
juice  of  the  Carnivorous  animals , was  found  mod 
efficacious  even  with  this  view.  On  the  hr  ft  ap- 
plication it  gives  connderable  pain,  which  departs 
in  the  courfe  of  a day  or  two. 

A powerful  ftimulant  application,  reckoned 
in  fome  cafes  fpeciftc  here,  is  the  ointment  pre- 
pared from  the  infpiffated  juice  of  the  Pock-weed , 
(or  Ptytolacca.)  It  is  reported  to  have  cured 
fome  cafes  in  America  ; but  as  it  gives  conlider- 
able  pain  from  its  application,  which  continues 
no  lefs  than  twenty-four  hours,  unlefs  there  was 
a greater  certainty  of  fuccefs  in  its  ufe  than  what 
experience  has  yet  authorifed,  it  is  furely  not  to 
be  thought  of,  and  this  objection  will  hold  equally 
againft  its  internal  exhibition. 

The  ufe  of  the  Tar  Ointment  has  been  much 
praifed,  for  producing  good  effects  in  the  cor- 
recting of  the  foetor  and  cleaning  the  fore, 
with  the  additional  advantage  of  alfo  diminifhing 
pain.  It  is,  on  this  account,  much  extolled  by 
Profeffor  Richter;  but  I have  feldom  experi- 
enced from  it  thefe  powers  in  fo  high  a degree  as 
he  reports. 

Cataplafms  of  warm  animal  dungs , have  been  fa- 
vourite applications  with  fome  practitioners  ; but 
of  thefe  I can  fay  nothing  from  experience. 

As  the  df charge , in  the  ulcerated  ftage,  is  the 
molt  formidable,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  trouble- 
fome  fymptom,  many  practitioners  paying  their 
J'ole  attention  to  it,  and  laying  afide  other  reme- 
I i dies 
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dies,  have  had  recourfe  to  the  ufe  of  various  ab~ 
forbents ; and  where  thefe  have  failed  of  pro- 
ducing the  defired  effed,  they  have  next  endea- 
voured to  obtain  the  fame  end,  by  more  frequent 
drefling  of  the  fore,  often  to  the  length  of  four 
times  a day,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  matter  accumu- 
lating on  the  fore,  or  acquiring  its  ufual  acrimony. 

With  regard  to  the  jirjl  of  thefe  practices,  or 
the  ufe  of  abforbents,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the 
Tejlacea,  though  they  abforb  the  moifture,  they 
very  quickly  extend  the  ulceration,  by  increaling 
that  ammoniaied Jlate  of  the  fluid  with  which  the 
difeafe  is  conneded.  They  have  been  tried  very 
extenfively  by  a very  ingenious  gentleman  of  this 
place,  Mr  David  Cleghorn,  who,  though  not  bred 
to  the  profeflion,  has,  from  a fpirit  of  humanity, 
been  led  to  attempt  alleviating  the  miferies  of  his 
fellow  creatures  in  a number  of  hopelefs  cafes. 
In  this  difeafe,  though  not  fuccefsful,  he  has,  how- 
ever, frequently  cured  feveral  other  fpecies  of 
bad  fores.  The  particulars  of  his  practice  are  de- 
tailed, at  large,  in  a letter  to  the  late  Mr  John 
Hunter,  and  inferted  by  him  in  a volume  of  the 
medical  communications. 

The  fame  obfervations  made  on  the  Teftacea , 
will  apply  to  the  Powder  of  Zinc,  though,  at  the 
fame  time,  it  mull  be  allowed,  it  correds  amazing- 
ly the  factor  of  the  difcharge ; and  alfo  to  the 
common  Flowers  of  Sulphur,  and  Powder  of  Calamus 
Aromaticus,  as  recommended  by  Mr  Juflamond. 

The 
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The  Powder  of  Myrrh  has  been  alfo  ufed  in  the 
fame  way,  and  by  feme  reckoned  fpecific. 

But  the  hefi  abforbent  is  the  dry  lint  dr  effing , 
over  which  it  has  been  recommended,  by  fome 
pradlitioners,  to  apply  a common  poultice,  in  order 
to  preferve  the  part  relaxed.  All  fuch  modes  of 
practice,  however,  are  to  be  confidered  as  very 
feeble  and  ineffectual,  and  but  a poor  relief  to  the 
miferies  of  the  unhappy  patient  fmking  under 
this  deplorable  difeafe. 


Sect.  3.  Of  the  Combined  Treatment  of  Cancer , 
(i.  e.  Conjlitutional  and  Local. ) 

HP  O conclude  our  view  of  the  treatment  of  Can- 
cer,  it  remains  to  ohfer.ve,  hat  the  Conflitu- 
tional  and  Local  plan,  detailed  a the  preceding 
pages,  though  not  always,  are  very  often  united, 
and  this  mull  depend,  for  its  propriety,  on  the 
particular  ideas  of  each  practitioner,  and  his  judge- 
ment of  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  different  cafes 
that  fall  under  his  care.  Thus,  in  the  ufe  of  the 
Arfenic,  as  we  formerly  obferved.  it  is  both  em- 
ployed as  an  internal  remedy,  and  alio  applied  to 
the  part  in  the  form  of  plaifter,  ointment,  or  folu- 
tion,  and  often  mixed  with  Laudanum.  The  fame 
prevails  in  the  cafe  of  Mercury.  The  Martial 
Flowers,  and  Cauftic  Solution  of  Ammoniac  Salt,  is 
I i 2 another 
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another  inflance  of  the  fame  mode  of  practice. 
The  internal  Life  of  Hemlock,  and  Bernhard's  Cauf- 
iic,  form  a fimilar  example.  The  Sarj'a  powder 
internally,  and  the  Arfcnical  Lotion  or  Gataplafm, 
to  the  part,  is  a practice  of  Mr  Crnildhank.  The. 
internal  ufe  of  the  Barytes  Muriata,  with  a dilute 
folution  of  the  Oxygenated  Muriatic  Acid , is  the 
prefeription  of  Dr  Crawford.  Thefe  combina- 
tions have  been  hill  more  general  in  the  practice, 
with  the  articles  of  the  Narcotic  tribe,  particu- 
larly with  the  Hemlock , Deadly  Night  Shade,  and 
Henbane. 

Befides  thefe  combinations,  it  is  to  be  alfo  re- 
marked, that  even  an  union  of  the  powers  of  the 
different  claffes  of  internal  medicines  has  been 
like  wife  formed.  Thus,  the  Hemlock  and  Mercu- 
ry have  been  exhibited  together.  The  Hemlock 
and  Arfcnic.  The  Aconite  and  Mercury,  &-c. 
And  by  thefe  modes  of  prefeription,  the  too 
powerful  adtion  of  the  flimulant  remedy  is  re- 
ftrained,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  irritation  from 
the  difeafe  counteracted,  while  the  remaining 
operation  of  the  medicine  muft  neceflarily  have 
more  effedl  on  the  difeafed  part. 


General 
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General  Conch/fions  on  the  Preceding  Modes  of 
\ Treatment  of  Cancer. 

FTEPv  this  fall  enumeration  of  the  different 


modes  of  practice  in  Cancer,  it  may  be  ex- 
pected, that  before  concluding,  I fhould  fnortly 
Hate,  to  what  extent  of  fuccefs  their  operation  has 
been  found  to  amount,  as  a recapitulation  of  what 
has  been  delivered  ; and  in  doing  this  I obferve : 

1.  That  in  the  Page  of  fimple  ohflruclion , there 
cannot  be  a doubt  but  that  cures  have  been  made 
by  the  Hemlock  and  other  Narcotics,  as  well  as  by 
the  Saline  and  Mineral  remedies ; but  thefe  cafes, 
it  mud  be  acknowledged,  are  neither  frequent, 
nor  can  we,  a priori,  judge  of  their  certainty. 

2.  In  the  fecond,  the  ftage  of  induration,  or  real 
fchirrus,  cures  have  been  alfo  made,  both  by  Ex- 
tirpation and  Cauftics,  and,  more  rarely,  even  by 
nature  itfelf,  feparating  the  difeafed  part ; but,  in 
thefe  cafes,  the  difeafe  has  been  of  the  accidental 
fpecies,  for  when  of  the  predifpofed,  even  this 
treatment  will  be  always  found  ineffectual. 

3.  In  the  third,  or  itage  of  ulceration,  there  are 
few  inftances  of  cure  of  real  Cancer,  or  that  fpecies 
beginning  in  a glandular  part,  and  going  through 
its  different  itages,  unlefs  the  predifpofed  ftate  has 
been  counteracted,  and  then,  indeed,  it  may  be 
curable,  either  by  Cauftics  ox  Extirpation,  as  well  as 
the  accidental  kind.  Of  the  Cancerous  ulcer  how- 
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ever,  or  fore,  not  originally  phagadenic,  there  are 
frequent  inftances  of  cure,  and  that  by  feveral  of 
the  remedies  formerly  detailed. 

In  order  to  account  ft  ill  more  fatisfadorily  for 
the  general  failure  of  remedies  in  this  difeafe, 
before  difmiffing  the  fubjed,  I fhall  add  fome 
farther  remarks  on  their  mode  of  operation. 

With  refped  to  the  Narcotic  tribe,  it  may  be 
obferved,  that  their  chief  operation  is  on  the  vi- 
tal power,  and  that  it  is  alfo  temporary.  In  con- 
fequence  of  the  former,  the  vital  energy  of  the 
part  becoming  exhaufted  from  their  ufe,  a weak- 
nefs  of  folid  enfues,  which  is  even  increafed  dur- 
ing their  repetition,  by  the  neceffity  for  augment- 
ed dofes. 

Again!!  the  greater  part  of  the  Saline  and  Mi- 
neral clafs,  the  fame,  if  not  ftronger  cbjedions, 
may  be  urged;  for  they  not  only  dertroy  the  power 
of  the  folid,  which  is  generally  in  this  difeafe  in 
an  impaired  ftate  ; but  many  of  them  prove  even 
folvents  of  the  animal  fibre. 

In  Cancer,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  it  is  not 
mere  weaknefs,  that  conilitutes  the  difeafe  of  the 
part,  there  is  a fuperadded  ftate,  which  is  to  be  at- 
tended to.  Hence  it  is  neither  the  fimple  removal 
of  irritation  by  Narcotics,  nor  yet  the  exerting  a 
peculiar  Jlimulus  by  one  Saline  or  Mineral  remedy, 
or  by  another  that  is  fufficient  to  effed  a cure. 
Amid  the  various  attempts,  the  difeafe  ftill  goes 
on.  If  it  has  pat!  its  firil  ftage,  their,  only  effed 
is  to  weaken  the  habit,  and,  from  the  more  hafty 
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ravages  of  the  difeafe,  to  bring  on  its  termination 
fooner.  This  is  confpicuous  from  the  fhort  time 
in  which  patients  die  of  this  difeafe  at  prefent, 
compared  with  what  took  place  fome  years  ago. 

Of  the  dirTerent  clafies,  however,  the  purely 
Narcotic  do  certainly  lefs  harm  than  the  direct 
Jlimulants ; and  if  they  make  no  impreffion  on  the 
difeafe,  they  will,  at  lead,  tend  to  abate  irritation 
fomewhat,  and  lelfen  pain ; nor  will  they,  like 
the  Mineral  and  Saline , act  on  the  folid  in  thin- 
ning it,  and  thus  haden  its  melting  down  into 
ulceration. 

Of  the  ufe  of  the  Vegetable  Ajtringents  and 
Tonics  which  are,  in  this  difeafe,  frequently  em- 
ployed as  palliatives,  1 have  only  to  obferve,  that 
they  are  manifedly  hurtful,  and  increafe  the  date 
of  ulceration,  none  of  them  more  fo  than  the 
Bark . In  a variety  of  indances  in  which  I have 
exhibited  this  medicine,  its  effecls  have  occadon- 
ed  afterwards,  the  mod  fendble  regret ; and 
if  benefit  lias  been  derived  from  its  ufe  in  this 
difeafe,  as  alledged  by  feveral  authors,  it  mud  be 
confined  to  its  external  application  in  the  dage 
of  ulceration.  The  fame  reafoning  on  the  Bark , 
may  be  extended  to  the  other  aromatics  and  bit- 
ters. 
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General  Conclujion  on  the  Two  Bifeafes  of 
Scrophula  and  Cancer. 

J-J-^-VING  now  traced  the  hiftory  of  Scro- 
phula  and  Cancer,  and  the  different  me- 
thods that  have  been  pradtifed  in  their  cure,  from 
the  earlieft  periods  of  medical  hiftory  to  the  pre- 
fent  time,  I muft  again  return  to  the  preliminary 
obfervation  upon  them  with  which  I fet  out,  that 
they  have  been  hitherto,  for  the  molt  part,  incur- 
able difeafes,  and  juftly  confidered  as  the  reproach 
of  the  profefjion. 

In  the  former,  or  Scrophula,  age  often  gives 
that  relief  which  medicine  denies,  and  in  mod  of 
the  external  forms  this  is  trufted  to ; but  in  its 
internal  fpecies,  no  fuch  relief  can  be  depended 
on.  Even,  in  its  external  forms,  before  this  re- 
lief can  be  obtained,  the  parts  attacked  fuffer 
fuch  lefion  as  to  bear  the  marks  of  it  through  life. 

In  Cancer,  again,  even  this  fmall  confolation 
which  attends  the  former  diieafe,  is  denied  the 
unhappy  patient.  Hope,  the  only  folace  of  the 
wretched,  is  banifhed  from  the  cup  of  the  fufferer 
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under  this  formidable  malady  ; for  any  cures  that 
have  been  made  of  it,  may  be  conlidered  only  as  ran- 
dom fucceffes,  on  which  no  foundation  can  be  laid, 
and  feem  to  have  taken  place  chiefly  in  its  incipi- 
ent ftate,  or  when  in  its  accidental  or  mildeft  form ; 
every  patient,  therefore,  under  this  difeafe,  may 
be  viewed  as  configned  to  a flow,  painful,  and 
lingering  death,  without  the  hope  of  alleviation. 
The  ufe  of  the  knife  is  never  to  be  trufted  as  a 
certain  refource.  It  frequently  haftens  on  the 
ravages  of  the  malady.  Hence,  it  was  the  maxim 
of  Hippocrates,  formerly  noticed,  that  it  was  bet- 
ter not  to  treat  a Cancer  at  all,  for  the  attempt 
only  haftened  the  deftruction  of  the  patient. 
This  maxim  has  been  too  often  confirmed  by  fa- 
tal experience,  and,  though  not  to  be  taken  in 
its  literal  extent,  very  fruitlefs,  as  we  have  al- 
ready feen,  if  not  hurtful,  have  been  the  various 
attempts  at  a cure.  It  may  be,  indeed,  laid 
down  as  an  infallible  principle,  that  molt  ftimu- 
lants  are  hurtful  to  the  parts  under  this  difeafe, 
however  modified  in  the  extent  of  their  adion. 

In  thefe  difmal  circumftances,  then,  before 
doling  the  prefent  work,  it  remains  that  I fhould 
deliver  my  opinion,  and  offer  any  peculiar  fen- 
timents  I entertain  on  thefe  fubjeds. 

1.  On  Scrophula. 

In  the  firft  difeafe,  or  Scrophula,  I can  fay  with 
confidence,  that  all  the  external  forms  of  the 
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malady,  either  of  fweliing  or  ulceration,  affeding 
the  foft  parts,  may  be  removed  with  eafe  and 
certainty ; and  of  the  internal  forms,  that  Pulmo- 
nary Confumption,  taken  before  an  advanced  pe- 
riod of  Hedic,  may,  in  the  greater  number  of  in- 
ftances,  be  cured.  In  order  to  accomplifh  thefe 
definable  ends,  a different  opinion  on  the  na- 
ture of  Scrophula  muff  be  formed,  from  what  has 
been  generally  held  out.  I conceive  that  this 
difeafe  is  particularly  marked  by  a defect  of  ani- 
malization , and  to  remove  this,  the  application  of 
medicine  will  be  ufelefs  without  the  aid  of  regi- 
men. The  general  debility  and  flaccidity  of  the 
fyftem,  fo  often  taken  notice  of;  the  crude  wa- 
tery fecretions ; and  the  indolent  torpid  inflam- 
mation, are  all  ftrong  proofs  of  what  I alledge. 
The  folids  want  their  due  vigour  to  give  the  fluids 
their  proper  conftituent  principles,  and  the  latter 
feem  to  have  a defed  of  that  vitality,  on  which 
their  adion  on  the  vafcular  fyftem,  or  their  effed 
on  the  folid  parts,  appears  to  depend  ; for  it  is 
clear,  they  are  to  be  confidered  as  fomething 
more  than  inert  fluids;  and  if  a reciprocal  co-ope- 
ration betwixt  the  folids  and  fluids  is  neceffary  to 
health,  the  latter  are  certainly,  in  this  difeafe,  de- 
fedive  in  their  powers. 

In  the  treatment  of  Scrophula,  we  have  feen 
that  authors  have  attended,  either  limply  to  the 
flate  of  the  folid,  conceiving,  that  by  invigorating 
it  alone,  a cure  was  to  be  effeded,  and  an  altera- 
tion of  the  ftate  of  the  fluids  to  enfue ; or  they 
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have  attended  folely  to  the  ftate  of  the  fluids, 
on  the  idea  of  throwing  out,  or  correcting,  a 
noxious  matter  contained  in  them,  that  formed, 
the  principle  of  the  difeafe  ; but,  in  treating  Scro- 
phula,  I maintain,  that  though  the  ftate,  both  of 
folids  and  fluids,  claims  an  equal  {hare  of  atten- 
tion, and  though  we  cannot  disjoin  them,  in  a 
certain  degree,  from  each  other,  yet  it  will  be 
proper  to  confider  them  as  unconnected,  and  to 
diredt  a feparate  plan  of  treatment  for  each  in  con- 
ducting the  cure.  With  thefe  obfervations,  then, 
on  its  nature,  the  firft  ftep  in  the  removal  of  Scro- 
phula  will  be,  to  diredt  a regimen  capable  of 
giving  that  vigour  to  the  folid  which  it  wants ; 
and  alfo  to  convey  to  the  fluids  that  fhare  of  vi- 
tality which  they  are  naturally  intended  to  pof- 
fefs. 

2.  Cancer. 

If  a particular  regimen,  as  I contend,  is  fo 
ufeful  in  Scrophula,  it  is  ftill  more  fo  in  Cancer, 
being  the  firft  and  great  foundation  towards  a 
cure,  without  which  all  the  other  means  employ- 
ed will  prove  ineffectual.  This  has  been  little 
attended  to  by  authors,  except  in  a general  way  ; 
and  in  fuch  a way  it  has  feldom  been  much  re- 
garded by  their  patients.  If  a defedt  of  anima- 
lization  prevails  in  Scrophula,  I conceive  that  a 
ftate  very  oppofite  takes  place  in  Cancer.  The 
crude  watery  lecretions  of  the  former  conftitution 
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yield  here  to  a highly  faline  and  ammoniated 
principle  pervading  every  part,  and  producing  in 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  an  obfcure,  or  carcinoma- 
tous inflammation,  having  a tendency  to  unite 
the  too  rigid  fibres ; and  the  fituations  of  the  dif- 
eafe, are  generally  fuch,  as  are  not  influenced  by 
the  adion  of  the  heart,  fo  as  to  countered  it.  Tq 
obviate  this  ftate,  regimen,  not  medicine,  mult 
ad.  Pouteau  is  the  firft  author  who  pointed  out 
this.  All  acrimony,  it  is  an  eftablifihed  fad,  isf 
relieved  by  liquids ; hence,  the  reputation  of 
different  watering  places,  in  many  of  the  moft 
incurable  difeafes.  Medicine  mult  be  combined 
with  it,  to  exert  its  powers  in  all  thofe  maladies, 
which  are  intimately  interwoven  with  the  confti- 
tuent  principles  of  the  conftitution. 

Next  to  regimen,  the  removal  of  local  congef- 
tion  is  an  important  flep.  Mr  Fearon,  finding 
beneficial  effeds  from  it,  has  carried  his  ideas  top 
far,  conceiving  it  capable  of  accomplifhing  a 
complete  removal  of  the  difeafe.  In  diffedion  of 
Cancer  we  have  feen,  that  every  mark  of  inflam- 
mation prevails,  of  an  inflammation,  indeed,  of  a 
peculiar  nature,  whofe  fymptoms  are  not  acute, 
but  whofe  effeds  are  equally  ftrong  in  inducing 
an  altered  organization  of  the  part  •,  or  producing 
the  fame  morbid  changes,  as  acute  inflammation, 
viz.  adhefion,  thickening  of  membrane,  and  appo- 
fition  of  new  fubftance.  The  removal  of  the 
congeftion,  then,  will  leffen  the  flrength  of  this 

in- 


262  GENERAL  CONCLUSION. 

inflammation  ; the  altered  organization  will  pro- 
ceed more  flowly ; the  contiguous  parts  will  not 
be  fo  liable  to  aflum'e  the  morbid  irritation  ; and 
thus  joined  with  the  regimen  recommended,  one 
farther  ftep  will  be  gained  to  the  cure.  The  be- 
nefit of  this  pra&ice  in  Cancer,  I would  compare 
to  the  ufe  of  evacuants  in  intermittents,  previous 
to  the  exhibition  of  the  Bark.  If  this  medicine 
is  given  without  them,  we  find,  from  the  teffi- 
mony  of  the  firft  phyficians,  that  obftrudions  of 
the  liver,  and  other  vifcera,  arife ; as  a prelude 
to  the  adlion  of  fpecific  remedies,  the  removal  of 
local  congeftion  mull  then  be  attempted,  which  lef- 
feningthe  force  of  the  difeafe,will  render  the  appli- 
cation of  medicine  more  fpeedy,  fafe,  and  effectual. 

I have  thus  laid  down  fome  general  principles, 
by  which  it  will  be  underftood  how  I proceed  in 
the  treatment  of  Scrophula  and  Cancer.  I lhall 
enter  into  no  farther  detail  at  prefent.  The  re- 
fult  of  this  practice,  whether  good  or  bad,  I pledge 
myfelf  to  lay  before  the  public,  at  no  diftant  pe- 
riod, in  the  form  of  an  appendix  to  the  prefent 
work.  From  it  they  will  be  able  to  form  an  opi- 
nion, which,  I flatter  myfelf,  will  not  be  unfatis- 
fadlory.  Cafes  of  every  difeafe  will  occur,  it  is  well 
known,  to  baffle  the  power  of  any  treatment  what- 
ever ; but  if,  by  the  plan  of  cure  fuggefted,  in  a dif- 
eafe fo  deplorable  as  Cancer,  while  yet  in  its  oc- 
cult ffate,  nine  out  of  every  ten  cafes  fhall  be 
faved  from  the  prefent  cruel  mode  of  procedure, 
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my  labour,  I fhall  confider,  amply  rewarded.  In 
the  ulcerated  ftage,  the  proportion  will  not  be  fo 
conliderable ; but  Hill  much  may  be  done  to 
mitigate,  if  not  always  to  cure. 
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